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Industry thriving
By Jackie Dobson 

Seventy-five Gladstone region businesses and 
organisations have reported returning to pre-
Covid levels of trading.

Gladstone Chamber of Commerce and In -
dustry judge Joe Smith said many businesses 
told him they were performing better than be -
fore Covid restrictions were put in place.

“This is really encouraging for the Glad -
stone region,” he said.

“Obviously, there are some industries that 

have been more affected than others, but quite 
a lot of businesses have returned to normal.”

Mr Smith said there are a few things that led 
to that.

“Gladstone has quite a number of large 
industries operating in the area and most of 
those guys have managed to keep their opera-
tions running pretty close to normal,” he said. 

“What comes of that is the small engineer -
ing and manufacturing businesses actually get 
quite a bit of work from the larger industries as 
well so that has a flow on effect.

“Gladstone’s property market is also going 
quite well, houses haven’t been staying on the 
market very long, they have been selling quite 
quickly.

“All of that works together to show that 
Gladstone has performed quite well over the 
past six or eight months.” 

Anything relating to tourism has suffered a 
drop. 

“Tourism is doing it really tough because 
they’ve missed out on international travel, but 
local tourism businesses had little bit of help 

due to travel restrictions,” he said.
“Retail businesses are finding it a little 

tough, but they already were finding it a little 
tough before Covid. I think this is a global is -
sue, not so much a local issue.”

Mr Smith said if Queensland don’t have any 
more restrictions put in place and things con -
tinue to go to plan, the Gladstone region has 
quite a positive outlook for next year. 

The success of Gladstone regional busi-
nesses were celebrated at the 2020 CGGI An-
nual Gala Dinner on Saturday, 7 November.

Commie’s Cupcakes owner Amber Comadira-Smith fell in love 
with cake decorating after watching the Great Australian Bake Off.

Now, she uses her graphic design skills to produce award-win-
ning edible cake art.

“I had never touched fondant or buttercream in my life but all 
I could talk about was all of these amazing cakes I was going to 
make,” she said.

“My husband suggested I try decorating a cake to see if it was 
something I would actually enjoy before diving in.”

Ms Comadira-Smith said she attended her first cake class 
about a month later and it completely cemented her obsession.

“My business has given me the opportunity to combine my two 
loves and came up with something a bit different and unique,” 
she said.

“What started out as escapism, turned into a fully fledged cake 
decorating business where I was getting referrals from people 
within the community.

“It was amazing.”
The talented entrepreneur is a finalist for the Australian Cake 

Decorating Network (ACDN) Cake Decorating and Baking Indus -
try Awards.
 For the full story, turn to page 4.

Amber’s success
is very sweet 

Commie’s Cupcakes Owner Amber Comadira-Smith uses her 
graphic design skills to produce award winning edible cake art.
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CQ Today & Barney Point Butchery are giving readers the chance to win 1 of 20 $50 ham vouchers.  
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12pm Thursday 10th December 2020. Terms & Conditions available cqtoday.com.au/competitions

The editor’s desk
It’s impressive that despite having a 
smaller population than many massive 
regions such as Greater Brisbane, the 
Sunshine Coast and the Gold Coast, our 
sports teams and individuals compete at 
such a high standard. 

Just in Rugby League alone, the Cen-
tral Queensland region has produced 
iconic players like Gladstone’s Gary Lar -
son and fresh new faces like Cameron 
Munster. 

And Central Queensland is still de -
veloping young talent rising through the 
ranks like Harry Grant, who won Dally M 
Rookie of the Year. 

Grant played his junior rugby league 
in Yeppoon for the Seagulls and has now 
been discovered as one of the fastest 
rising talents in the NRL, arguably just 
missing a spot in the Queensland repre -
sentative side. 

And if we look at the women’s State 
of Origin contest last Friday night we 
can see that the Rugby League core of 
Central Queensland runs deep into the 
game. 

We had a coach, a referee and a player 
all represent Central Queensland on one 
of the biggest stages of NRL. 

We should be so proud that our sport -
ing culture has produced such sublime 
talents across a range of 
different sports and with 
further development to 
our sporting clubs, the 
only way is up. 

 - Liam Emerton
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Doctor path
By Matthew Pearce 

An Australian-first university and hospital 
partnership will see local doctors trained in 
their own backyard for the first time.

Under the new Regional Medical Pathway, 
formalised last week between CQUniversity, 
The University of Queensland and the Central 
Queensland and Wide Bay Hospital and Health 
Services, up to 40 doctors will receive training 
in regional Queensland each year.

The Central Queensland and Wide Bay re-
gions will receive their first student intake in 
2022.

Member for Gladstone Glenn Butcher said 
the partnership was a great opportunity to 
retain regionally based students where short -
ages already exist and offer them a medical fu-
ture within their own region. 

“The partnership through Regional Medi -
cal Pathways will allow for our school leavers 
to train within their own communities without 
having to go further afield to train in large cit -
ies like Brisbane and Melbourne,” he said.

“This full medical program model will pro -
vide a future workforce to our hospitals and 
general practice surgeries helping address the 
retention issues in regional areas by focussing 
on locals to provide a stable and self-motivated 
workforce supporting their own communities.”

Central Queensland Hospital and Health 
Service chief executive Steve Williamson said 
the partnership meant regional communities 
could be confident future health workforces 
would be better equipped to deal with commu -
nity growth and changing healthcare needs.

“The Central Queensland and Wide Bay re -
gions are growing areas and the communities 
have an expectation that healthcare delivery 
will meet future demand,” Mr Williamson said.

“The Regional Medical Pathway has been 
specifically designed to secure long-term, lo -
cally trained workforces for the regions.”

The Hospital and Health Services will pro -
vide student placements, internship opportu -
nities and postgraduate training places at ma -
jor hospitals in Gladstone, Rockhampton and 
Emerald (CQHHS) and Bundaberg, Hervey 
Bay and Maryborough (WBHHS) as well as ru-
ral hospitals and multipurpose health services.

Students will complete a three-year Bach -
elor of Medical Science (Pathway to Medicine) 
course with CQUniversity, before moving into 
UQ’s four-year MD program - both offered in 
the local area.

CQUniversity Vice-Chancellor Nick Klomp 
said the formalisation of the partnership was 
a significant milestone for regional healthcare 
delivery.

“CQUniversity exists to meet the education, 
training, and research needs of the communi -
ties we serve,” he said.

UQ Vice-Chancellor and President Professor 
Deborah Terry said the pathway would help ad -
dress the difficulties in attracting and retaining 
doctors in regional, remote and rural areas.

“Medical workforce shortages exist in re -
gional areas across Australia and around the 
globe and I am confident that together we can 
achieve a positive, sustained improvement in 
health outcomes in Central Queensland and 
Wide Bay,” Professor Terry said.

“The regional delivery of the UQ MD pro -
gram will build on our current Rural Clinical 
School footprint in Rockhampton, Bundaberg 
and Hervey Bay, as well as smaller rural hospi-
tals and general practices in the regions.”

The first intake of students to the CQUni -
versity Bachelor of Medical Science (Pathway 
to Medicine) course will commence in Term 1, 
2022, with students progressing to the UQ MD 
program from 2025.

Applications for entry into the CQUniver -
sity Bachelor of Medical Science (Pathway to 
Medicine) course will open in 2021.

Launching the Regional Medical Pathway are, from left, Professor Geoff McColl (UQ), Debbie Carroll (Wide Bay Hospital and Health Service), Steve 
Williamson (CQ Hospital and Health Service), Dr Jillann Farmer (Queensland Health) and Professor Nick Klomp (CQU).
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A special day to celebrate the work of celebrants
By Matthew Pearce

Celebrants are used to officiating other peo -
ple’s celebrations, but now a special day has 
been launched to celebrate them.

An initiative of the Australian Federation 
of Civil Celebrants, the aim of National Cel -
ebrants Day on Friday, 20 November, is to 
celebrate celebrants and raise awareness of 
what they do.

Celebrant Roxanne Hodda said she loved 
providing a service to the Central Queensland 
community - and even further afield.

“Pre-Covid times I had travelled across 
three states performing beautiful weddings 
that I had handwritten in conjunction with 
the couple,” she said.

“Sometimes I am lucky and get to marry 
family and friends and this makes it even 
more special, many of my couples become 
friends.”

She said Covid-19 had put a strain on cel-
ebrants, just as it had other businesses, but 
next year looked to be a busy one.

“Many of our couples postponed their 
wedding days and so 2021 is shaping up to be 
a hectic year, there are very few vacancies left 
in my calendar.”

Ms Hodda said Central Queensland was 
lucky to have a “wonderful group of cele -
brants” servicing the area.

“Our local celebrant group are committed 
to supporting each other and sharing ideas, 
brainstorming, that kind of thing.

“I’ve also had the privilege of working with 

most of our local vendors - venues, florists 
and photographers and more.”

Australian Federation of Civil Celebrants 
national president Anthony Burke while 
people had a simple view of a celebrant as 
“someone who turns up at a funeral and 
speaks at a wedding or funeral”, the truth was 
more complicated. 

“As celebrants, we are able to tailor a cer-

emony to the client’s needs on most occa -
sions. Whether it be a small or large ceremo-
ny, the same amount of work and attention 
to detail is required,” he said.

“We offer a professional service, we sup-
port couples and families, we bring joy and 
comfort to others and we offer a personal 
and memorable service.

“For weddings, it is much more than just 
the above. We are legally responsible for en-
suring a marriage is valid and conducted 
lawfully.”

According to the Australian Bureau of Sta -
tistics, almost 80 per cent of all marriages in 
Australia are solemnised by celebrants, with 
the proportion increasing every year.

Roxanne Hodda, pictured at St Aubins Village, is celebrating National Celebrants Day.

Rookwood Weir welcomed
By Matthew Pearce 

Regional leaders have welcomed progress on 
the $352.2 million Rookwood Weir project fol -
lowing the signing of a government co-funding 
agreement last week.

The federal government has agreed to in -
vest $176.1 million towards building the weir 
which will provide about 200 jobs during con -
struction, increase water security and expand 
irrigated agricultural production in the Lower 
Fitzroy River region.

Major construction works are expected to 
start in 2021 on the weir, with early works on 
track to start this month.

Gladstone Mayor Matt Burnett said while 
the harbour city had a safe and reliable wa -
ter supply at Lake Awoonga, the weir would 
provide water security for all of Central 
Queensland.

“Water is what builds communities. Having 
that huge water security right nearby is good 
for us, but it’s also good for our neighbours - 
it’s good for the Central Highlands, it’s good for 
Rockhampton, Livingstone and even Woorabi -
nda. All of CQ will see the benefits from this,” 
he said.

“Also, we’ve obviously we’ve got major in -
dustry here that uses a lot of water and if we 

don’t get a wet season and the dam levels go 
down that puts a huge impact on the produc -
tion of aluminium and aluminium from Glad -
stone.”

Mr Burnett said the Gladstone Regional 
Council had always supported the Rookwood 
Weir provided ratepayers didn’t shoulder all 
the costs.

“It needs to be funded by the state and fed -
eral governments, which it now has been, and 
the ongoing costs need to be funded by the us -
ers of the facility,” he said.

He also called for the construction of the 
Gladstone-Fitzroy Pipeline as part of the proj -
ect.

“The Rookwood Weir project for us stand -
ing alone doesn’t provide water security until 
you connect the Gladstone-Fitzroy Pipeline, 
which has been designed and I think part of 
the project for me needs to be building that 
pipeline,” he said.

The proposed 115 kilometre pipeline would 
enable the transfer of 30,000 megalitres of wa-
ter per annum from the lower Fitzroy River to 
Gladstone.

Mr Burnett said it the project would directly 
benefit employment in the harbour city, with 
Gladstone business McCosker Contracting 
awarded one of the major contracts to deliver 
the weir.

“We have  a strong construction workforce 
in Gladstone, we built three LNG plants, two 
alumina refineries, smelters and cement 
plants, so building a Rookwood Weir won’t be 
hard,” he said.

“Even more exciting for Central Queensland 
is the fact that Member for Gladstone Glenn 
Butcher has just been named the Minister for 
Water.”

Livingstone Shire Mayor Andy Ireland said 
when it came to the weir CQ councils needed 

to think regionally rather than focusing on 
their ‘own patch’ entirely.

“Rookwood Weir is something we should 
all be supporting due to the water security it 
brings to the region as a whole,” he said.

Deputy Mayor Adam Belot said additional 
water storage capacity was critical to the pros -
perity of our entire region, especially with an 
increasing population and potentially dryer 
conditions.

Capricorn Enterprise regional economic 
development manager Neil Lethlean said he 
was looking forward to the Central Queensland 
region furthering its agricultural industry posi -
tion as a major ‘food bowl’.

“The construction of Rookwood Weir 
will provide significant benefits for the area 
through the construction and operational 
phases via employment and when operational 
by providing water security to Gladstone,” he 
said.

“I’d encourage our local businesses to sign 
up at the project’s ICN supplier portal to guar -
antee your capability details are considered for 
this landmark project.”

Register at gateway.icn.org.au/proj -
ect/4205/rookwood-weir-and-associated-in -
frastructure-project  

Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry, 
Deputy PM Michael McCormack and Member 
for Flynn Ken O’Dowd.
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By Jackie Dobson 

Commie’s Cupcakes owner Amber Comadi -
ra-Smith uses her graphic design skills to 
produce award-winning edible cake art. 

The talented entrepreneur is a finalist for 
the  Australian Cake Decorating Network 
(ACDN) Cake Decorating and Baking Indus -
try Awards.

“I was nominated under two different cat -
egories, the Teacher of the Year Award and 
the Cake Mate Award - it is kind of like the 
Academy Awards, but for cakes.

“The Cake Mate Award recognises friend -
ships within the cake industry and how you’ve 
helped people within the cake industry.

“They told me last week that I was a top 
four finalist which is absolutely amazing.”

Ms Comadira-Smith said it’s wonder -
ful recognition for her business which has 
evolved over a period of time.

“I originally started as a graphic designer,” 
Ms Comadira-Smith said. 

“I was a graphic designer in my early 20s 
and I loved it, I loved the creative challenges 
that came with graphic design.

“Growing up I enjoyed art subjects at 
school, I studied the diploma and I landed a 
junior graphic design position.

“I couldn’t believe I had actually found a 
job that wanted me to use my creativity and I 
was really good at it.

“I thought I would be a graphic designer 
for the rest of my life, I liked creating logos 
and marketing collateral for businesses.

“I also enjoyed engaging with businesses, 
and seeing them thrive and grow from my 
designs, it was amazing. 

“A few short years later I felt completely 
stunted and unfulfilled in my work and start -

ed going through a low moment.
“Typically my clients started to have a 

tighter rein, became more controlling, and as 
a result, my work started to suffer. 

“When you start producing bad stuff you 
begin to feel poor about yourself so that’s 
when I realised I needed to find a new cre -
ative outlet,” she said. 

Ms Comadira-Smith said it was around 
that time the Great Australian Bake Off aired 
in Australia and she became instantly ob -
sessed with cake decorating overnight. 

“I had never touched fondant or butter -
cream in my life but all I could talk about was 
all of these amazing cakes I was going to make.

“My husband suggested I try decorating a 
cake to see if it was something I would actu -
ally enjoy before diving in.”

Ms Comadira-Smith said she attended 
her first cake class about  a month later and it 
completely cemented her obsession. 

“My business has given me the opportu -
nity to combine my two loves and came up 
with something a bit different and unique,” 
she said. 

“What started out as escapism, turned 
into a fully fledged cake decorating business 
where I was getting referrals from people 
within the community.

“It was amazing.” 
Ms Comadira-Smith has since stopped 

making cakes and has redirected her focus to 
teaching as that is where her passion now lies. 

“I have a dedicated teaching space in my 
home where I host beginner and advanced 
classes. I also offer classes online,” she said. 

The talented teacher will find out if she is 
the winner of the Cake Mate Award at the On -
line Industry Awards Night on 5 December. 

To find out more about Commie’s Cup -
cakes visit: www.commiescupcakes.com 

Gladstone artist produces award-winning cake art

Commie’s Cupcakes Owner Amber Comadira-Smith uses her graphic design skills to produce 
award winning edible cake art. 
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Hooper our mayor: Doblo
By Matthew Pearce 

Rockhampton business owner and former may -
oral candidate Dominic Doblo says if he was in 
Chris Hooper’s position he’d be at Rockhamp -
ton City Hall tomorrow to take up the top job.

Rockhampton Mayor Margaret Strelow re -
signed on Monday 9 October after a tribunal 
found she had engaged in misconduct by fail -
ing to update her register of interests to include 
hospitality received from mining company 
Adani, now Bravus. She has refuted the finding.

Under new local government rules, the may -
oralty would have passed to local identity Chris 
Hooper, the only other candidate from the 
March election.

But the next day, Local Government Minis -
ter Stirling Hinchliffe said the state government 
would introduce and pass a bill allowing may -
oral or councillor positions to be filled through 
a by-election.

“Under the present law, which the state 
government changed because they didn’t like 
Margaret Strelow, Chris ‘Pineapple’ Hooper is 

entitled to be mayor,” Mr Doblo said.
“And they can’t keep changing the law be -

cause they don’t like someone.”

Mr Doblo said the majority of people who 
come into his fruit shop agreed with him that 
the law shouldn’t be changed.

“People are a bit worried about Chris’s ap -
pearance but he’s an intelligent bloke and he 
wouldn’t run the council by himself, the rest of 
the council is there to support him, as well as 
the CEO.”

Mr Doblo said if Chris Hooper was given 
the job as mayor, he wanted a job on the coun -
cil’s promotions committee to help promote 
the Rockhampton region across Australia.

“We would get enormous publicity with 
Pineapple Hooper as our mayor. We’ve got to 
turn this situation into a positive and promote 
Rocky.”

Member for Capricornia Michelle Landry 
agreed that if the law said Chris Hooper was to 
be the next mayor of Rockhampton Regional 
Council, then he was entitled to be mayor.

“The Queensland government can’t just 
choose to ignore a law or choose to not enforce 
a law if they don’t agree with it, even if they were 

the ones to change it in the first place,” she said.
“The policy has always been short-sighted. It 

was passed by the Queensland government to 
prevent people like Margaret Strelow from chal -
lenging sitting state Labor members. It is up to 
the local state government members to explain 
why they supported it in the first place.”

Member for Rockhampton Barry O’Rourke 
said once the new state parliament was sworn 
in, the government would introduce and pass 
a bill to retrospectively amend the Local Gov -
ernment Act.

“This is not a matter of changing a law be -
cause someone is not liked,” he said.

“Margaret Strelow chose to resign as Mayor 
of Rockhampton Regional Council and she has 
placed the community in limbo because of her 
selfishness.

“This is about communities making a 
choice so that they can have a proper vote to 
determine the best candidate to fill the role.”

Ms Strelow has asked for privacy following 
her decision to resign. 

Rockhampton business owner Dominic Doblo.
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GKI commitment stands 
By Jackie Dobson 

Altum Property Group’s commitment to Great 
Keppel Island’s revitalisation project has not 
wavered, despite the investor missing the lease 
purchase deadline on 31 October. 

Altum Property Group Director Rob Mc -
Cready said they were hoping to finalise the 
sale with Tower Holdings Pty Ltd prior to the 
state election, but unfortunately that didn’t 
happen. 

“The original sale agreement between 
Tower and Altum was signed on 17 Septem-
ber 2019 and varied twice earlier this year,” Mr 
McReady said.

“We had no idea then, that the contract 
would still be dragging out until after the 2020 
election.”

Mr McCready said the delays in transfer of 
the lease have been entirely due to the state 
government. 

“On 27 February Altum signed a revised 
agreement with Tower which gave Altum an 
additional due diligence period until 30 April, 
a settlement date of 30 August and the op-
tion of extending for a further two months if 
the state government had not yet finalised the 
lease conditions.

“On 30 April, we concluded our due dili -
gence, effectively making the sale agreement 
unconditional.  This was following advice from 
the State Government that there would be sig -
nificant additional funding coming for Com -
mon User Infrastructure,” he said. 

“On 30 August, the lease conditions and 
support for public infrastructure were still not 
finalised, and the department encouraged us 

to extend the contract settlement date to give 
them more time, following a crisis meeting 
with Tourism Minister Kate Jones.

“We reluctantly exercised the option to ex -
tend for a further two months, taking us to 30 
October, one day prior to the election.”Mr Mc -
Cready said that despite their pleas, 14 months 
of negotiations, hundreds of thousands of dol -
lars invested and ample community goodwill 
to start the redevelopment project, no agree -
ment to transfer the leases had been signed. 

“Regrettably, in the last six months we have 
faced constant broken promises about when 
documentation will be finalised and what sup -
port GKI will receive from the state govern -
ment to build the massive amounts of public 
infrastructure up-front.

“No small or medium sized business could 
spend nearly two years sitting around and 
talking about processes like we have,” he said.

Going into the election, the Labor govern -
ment announced $30 million for a list of works 
for the island including a breakwall that would 
facilitate an all weather, equitable access for 
everyone and reduce erosion on Putney Beach. 

“The state government’s announcement 
required a restructure of the funding we had 
been negotiating to commence the project,” 
Mr McCready said.  

“We are currently finalising the alternative 
funding strategy and hope to table this with 
the current member and ministers as soon as 
they are announced.

“We are confident the state government will 
transfer the leases once the new ministers are 
in place.”   

Altum Property Group’s commitment to Great Keppel Island’s revitalisation project has not 
wavered, despite the investor missing the lease purchase deadline on 31 October. 

First Lego League event at CQUniversity Gladstone  
Central Queensland students put their de -
sign and coding skills to the test as CQUni -
versity Gladstone hosted the annual First 
Lego League (FLL) tournament.

The energetic and exciting science, tech-
nology, engineering and maths (STEM) 
challenge is part of a global competition for 
primary and secondary students, with 11 
schools represented in Central Queensland.

Organiser and Gladstone West State 
School deputy principal Sarah Jacob said 140 
students were excited to show off their skills 
at the Gladstone event on 31 October.

“Our FLL event is always a highlight in the 
STEM calendar for our region’s primary and 
secondary schools, this year more than ever,” 
she said.

“Adhering to our Covid-safe plans, we 
were able to bring kids together from as far 
away as Emerald, to compete, challenge 
themselves and have fun at our Gladstone 
Regional Tournament.”

The event challenged teams to solve sci-
entific challenges, and code Lego robots to 
complete missions around a game table.

The Champion’s Award was won by Cha -
nel College’s Chanel Crocs, who will proceed 
to the state competition in Brisbane in De -
cember, along with Gladstone State High 
School’s Rekin Sharks and Calliope State 

School’s RoboTRACKS.
Sarah thanked volunteers for making 

the big event happen, as well as sponsors 

CQUniversity,  Shell’s QGC, and Gladstone 
West State School.

“We wish our local teams all the best for 

the state competition, and we hope 2021 will 
be bigger and better than ever for our First 
Lego League!” she said.  

Central Queensland students  put their design and coding skills to the test at the First Lego League (FLL) tournament at CQUni in Gladstone on 
October 31. 
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Glaucoma & Macular  
Degeneration Screening

Children’s Vision &  
Safety Eyewear

Contact Lenses

Laser Assessments

36 James Street, Yeppoon
Ph: 4939 4077
Email: smweston.ypn@gmail.com
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Book online
www.skindeepcq.com.au  

Ph: 4927 4450

Escape – Recharge
Rejuvenate

Feel your absolute best with our 
range of beauty services, massage 
treatments & wellness experiences

Gift Vouchers 
Available, online 

or instore
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Ph: 49383503
Cedar Park Shopping Centre

1A, 1 Sword� sh Avenue, Taranganba QLD 4703

Well-crafted 
dentures can 

restore your smile 
& con�  dence

BAKED  
FRESH DAILY

EXCEPTIONAL VALUE

LOCALLY OWNED - 3 convenient locations
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SUPPORT LOCAL, BUY LOCAL
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Christmas PRODUCTS 
NOW AVAILABLE IN STORE

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

Country music rocks GKI
Country music floated on the Capricorn Coast 
breeze as Country on Keppel kicked off on Fri -
day, 13 November - one of Australia’s first mu -
sic festivals following the Covid-19 shutdown 
of the music industry.

The second annual event, which concluded 
on Sunday, doubled its 2019 patronage, in a 
year marred by festival cancellations.

Country on Keppel featured an all-
Queensland line-up starring James Blundell 
and Matt Cornell, with Caitlyn Shadbolt, Brad 
Butcher, SaltbushSIx, Jade Holland, Tony Cook, 
Anna Farquhar, and Louise James FX.

Great Keppel Island Hideaway hosted the 
festival in July 2019, but this year’s festival was 
postponed to November due to Covid-19 re -
strictions on gatherings. The event is slated to 
return to July 16-18 in 2021.

Festival organiser Peter Blundell hailed the 
2020 festival a “major success” against all odds.

“Although there was a lot of uncertainty this 
year due to Covid-19 restrictions and border 
closures, the 2020 Country on Keppel festival 
doubled its numbers from last year, with just 
over 400 music fans joining us at Great Keppel 
Island Hideaway,” he said.

“There aren’t a lot of other country festivals 
held on an island and the relaxed atmosphere 
of the festival means fans have access to the 
artists and everyone is here to mingle and have 
a fun weekend.

“Country on Keppel 2020 also demonstrat -
ed that festivals can proceed, with Covid-safe 
regulations in place.”

The artists also enjoyed the chilled atmo -
sphere that the island festival served up.

“Country on Keppel was such an amazing 
experience - one the most laidback and enjoy -
able festivals I’ve ever done,” Matt Cornell said.

The inaugural Green Brothers Country on 
Keppel Talent Search opened proceedings on 
Friday night, with Matthew Munro, Keely Sli -
wka, Bella Mackenzie, Rae Leigh, and Mitch 
Rolfe vying for the title.

Mackay singer-songwriter Bella Mackenzie, 
who is 15 years old, took home a new Taka-
mine guitar and road case and opened Satur -
day’s festival line-up, as the winner.

The judging panel of country artists James 
Blundell and Matt Cornell, with country mu -
sic journalist and publicist Bec Gracie, had the 
tough job of narrowing the strong field down 
to just one winner.

Bella said it was exciting performing in 
front of judges of the calibre of James Blundell 
and Matt Cornell, and was over the moon to be 
named the inaugural winner.

“Seeing all the people who just love coun -
try music like me, it was really cool to play to 
them,” she said.

“Country on Keppel is such a chilled vibe. 
All the artists are really supportive of each oth -
er. The festival is the best of both worlds with 
country and the beach.

“If anyone was thinking of coming to the 
festival or doing the talent quest, definitely do 
it - it opens up so many opportunities and it’s 
lots of fun to get to know the other people in 
the industry and learn from them as they per -
form.”

Bella, who released her debut single, Dance 
In The Rain this year, is recording new music 
and plans to release more songs next year.

Organisers are now confirming the line-up 
for July 2021 and entries will open in the next 
few months for the talent search.

Country artists bring the house down at Sunday’s Country on Keppel finale.

Caitlyn Shadbolt performs at Country on Keppel.

Tony Cook at Country on Keppel.

Performer Matt Cornell enjoyed the chilled atmosphere that the island.

Singer James Blundell drew crowds to GKI for Country on Keppel.
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SPANNER SET

WINDMILL GARDEN
ORNAMENT

AIR FILTER & 
REGULATOR

AIR WATER COOLER

AIR SURFACE PREP
MINI DISC KIT

FLUX CORED MIG
WIRE

AIR IMPACT 
WRENCHES

BATTERIES

K80D31R
$99

 303 x 
172 x 220mm

600
CCA

4 x 4 Battery

N200MF
$299

ROPE HANDLES 
520 x 275 x 220mm

1200
CCA

WWW.AMANSTOYSHOP.COM
Stop In for Great Deals!

����������������������
ABN: 45 684 102 769

Open 7 Days 
8.00am - 5.00pm  

Monday - Friday
Closing times vary on weekends.
Prices outlined in this advertisement are 
available between Thursday 19th November 
2020 to Wednesday 25th November 2020. 
Stock of all products are available at the time 
of compilation. Some products may not be 
available because of supplier delays. Trade 
& VIP Customers.E&OE. CQ20-13
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590 CCA
305 x 172 
x 228mm
N70ZZMFC

$99

FANS

V1060
$129

750mm tall.
240 watt motor.
3 speed.
Oscillating head.
Floor stand &
adjustable height.

FLOOR
PEDESTAL

FAN

V1061
$129

INDUSTRIAL WALL FAN

750mm wall
fan.
240 watt.
3 speed.
Oscillating head.
Wall stand & adjustable
hieght.

M18AF-0
$149

JOBSITE FAN
Compatible with
M18 lithium
battery.
3 speed.
18 volts.

UTE CARGO NET

FCN2030
$39

2m x 3m
A bungee cord & 15 hooks
�D�O�O�R�Z�V���Q�H�W���W�R���¿�W���G�L
u�H�U�H�Q�W���V�L�]�H�G
trailers & trays.

LARGE CHAMOIS

KL
$29

Large:
690mm x
430mm.
Made in Japan.
Plastic - synthetic

Mobile Unit

35kg

3 Speed: Low/Med/High
Overload Protection

3 Side Wind Intake

5-10 Lit/Hour Water 
Consumption

Coverage Area 20-35m2

LCD DisplayRemote Control

180 Watt

50 Litre Tank

�$�L�U�À�R�Z�����������P3/Hour

240 Volt

���S�W���V�L�]�H�G���S�R�U�W��
8000 L/minute

Manual draining.
Max pressure:
9.5KGF/CM2

AIR COMPRESSOR

P13
$999

145PSI

83kg

240 Volt Belt 
Drive

1360RPM
255 Litre/Min

60 Litre Tank
10 Amp Plug
2.2HP Motor

Filter/Regulator
TECO Electric Motors
Puncture Proof Tyres

1/2"A IR I MPACT  WRENCH

�“ 1/2" Drive 
�“ Twin Hammer 
�“ Composite Body

Kit Also Includes 10, 11, 
12, 13, 14, 17, 19, 21, 22 & 

24mm Sockets and 3"
Extension

* Kit Includes
  Sockets, 3”
  Extension

450FT-LB TORQUE

(Product not 
Illustrated)

�P ER71T-11 grade
�P All positional
�P Single & Multipass welds
�P Ultra smooth running

4.5KG ROLL

GL-11 
GASLESS 

0.9MM

Drive: 2” or 3”
Length: 125mm
Weight: 0.67kg
Capacity: 50mm
Speed: 12000RPM

2131C-KIT
$399

131S-EA-KIT
$299

2-098FM
$69

WOOD CHIPPERS

465kg

540RPM

2 Rotor Knives

Chipper DIA: 200mm

25 - 45HP Tractor

Stop - Reverse - Forward Function

PTO Direct 
DriveDischarge Hood 

Rotation 360°

Hydraulic Feed

WC-8TH
$3999

WC-8TM
$3499

Drive system is direct drive 
PTO with a shearbolt.
8mm blade box.
302mm blade disc radius.
200mm max feed
diameter.
Swivel chute.

200mm PTO Drive

CAPACITY 25-45HP

540RPM

SP-1330H
$169

66-XK60SY
$699

ARX-NFR500
$239

1420mm 
High

With Rain 
Gauge 

Temperature 
& Humidity 

Dials

GREAT GIFT 
IDEA!

44579
$79

ROEAF8
$99

8 piece spanner AF set in heavy 
wallet.
�6�L�]�H�V�������´�����������������´���������������´���������������´��
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Keagan gets
the top gong 
The next generation of tradespeople at Glad -
stone Ports Corporation have taken home 
an award at the annual GPC Apprentice and 
Trainee Awards night, with mechanical ap -
prentice Keagan Yasso receiving the top gong.

There were 18 winners at the 14th annual 
event, but the spotlight was on Mr Yasso who 
won the title of Apprentice of the Year.

The fourth-year apprentice said it was an 
honour to receive GPC’s highest apprentice 
and trainee award.

“It’s all thanks to my family, friends and 
mentors at GPC who inspire, teach and sup -
port me every day,” he said.

“I’m really passionate about what I do and 
this award is motivation to keep learning and 
being the best I can be.”

GPC is home to 63 apprentices and trainees 
and 17 will graduate from its training program 
in December.

Acting CEO Craig Walker said GPC was 
proud to be training the next generation of 
Gladstone’s tradespeople, with the awards cer -
emony recognising the hard work, skills and 
dedication of all apprentices at the port.

“We are harnessing our local talent be -
cause they are our future tradespeople who 
will go on to build our nation’s future and be 
well placed in the tradition of apprenticeships 
and traineeships, to train and support our next 
generation of aspiring people,” Mr Walker said.

“We’re very fortunate at the port to have 
and maintain such a large number of appren -
tices when this is not the trend across the na -
tion and we’re committed to helping them on 
their journey.

“We have employees with over 40 years of 
invaluable knowledge and wisdom mentoring 
our apprentices and trainees and that is a very 
valuable characteristic we are very proud of.” 

GPC’s acting operations general manager Ged Melrose, Apprentice of the Year Keagan Yasso and 
people, community and sustainability general manager Rowen Winsor.
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Livingstone competition
to light up Christmas
Livingstone Shire Council’s first Christmas 
lights competition has been launched in 
an effort to unite the community and boost 
morale at the end of a challenging year. 

Councillor Tanya Lynch said ‘Light Up 
Livingstone’ for the festive season was in -
troduced by council to help lift community 
spirits.  

“This initiative is all about supporting 
our community which like many, has expe -
rienced challenges due to the global pan -
demic of Covid-19,” Cr Lynch said. 

“It’s a great way to foster community 
spirit and bring us all together.  

“If you love Christmas and putting up 
light displays, this is the perfect opportuni -
ty to get involved and spread some Christ -
mas cheer in your neighbourhood.” 

Council has created two competition 
categories; one for businesses and one for 
residents.  
Entries will be judged on:

 · Lighting display- Use of colour

 · Interactive elements- Innovative con -
cepts and 

 · Window/street appeal (for the business 
competition only). 
The prizes for the business competition 

are long lunches for colleagues and ferry 
transfers, thanks to the support of Great 
Keppel Island Hideaway and Keppel Kon -
nections. 

First prize for the resident lights compe -
tition is a weekend at Great Keppel Island 
Hideaway for two adults and two children 
including meals and ferry transfers.  

There are also gift cards up for grabs. 
Entry forms and guidelines are available 

on council’s website at https://www.living -
stone.qld.gov.au/light-livingstone  

Entries close 5pm Monday 7 December 
2020 with judging to be conducted on 10 
December. 

The winners will be announced the fol -
lowing week on Council’s Facebook page 
and website: https://www.livingstone.qld.
gov.au/
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WIN A CHRISTMAS HAM
WIN 1 OF 20

$50 HAM VOUCHERS

CQ Today & Boodles Meats are giving readers the chance to win 1 of 20, $50 ham vouchers. To enter, simply fill out this form & drop into the entry box at Boodles Meats, 188 Berserker St, North  
Rockhampton or at CQ Today office, 4/214 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton. Entries close 5pm Thursday 10th December. *Terms & Conditions available at cqtoday.com.au/competitions

Name .....................………………………………………….…

Address ..................……………………..……………………....

Phone ............……………………………………....................
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Sheppard’s 
fairytale life
By Matthew Pearce 

For George Sheppard, from the Brisbane indie 
pop band Sheppard, his “amazing gig” at the 
AFL grand final still feels like a dream.

“I look back at it and I just have to pinch 
myself, it was just the most incredible expe -
rience, being on stage just flew by for us,” he 
said.

“We had an amazing time and it was so nice 
to get out there and perform a real show to real 
people after all this time.”

George said the grand final was the band’s 
biggest ever gig, with 30,000 people in the 
stands and millions more watching around 
the world.

“The last show that we performed at live 
was back in February, just before the lockdown 
in Adelaide,” he said.

“We’ve done livestream shows here and 
there but this was the first time we’d been able 
to actually perform to a real crowd for months 
and it was 30,000 people. We went from zero to 
the biggest gig of our lives.”

Next, the Sheppard siblings head to Glad-
stone’s Blain Park on 20-21 November as the 
headline act of Air Beats, an open-air concert 
presented by Gladstone Regional Council.

With purpose built ‘beat boxes’ keeping 
groups socially distant from other attendees, 
George said it would be another unique event 
for the band.

“We’ve played in Gladstone before, on the 
tour for our second album, and had a great 
time,” he said.

“We didn’t get to see much of Gladstone 

then but the crowd was one of the most ener -
getic we’ve had around Australia so we’re very 
much looking forward to coming back and 
performing another show for them.”

Sheppard’s third album, Kaleidoscope Eyes, 
will be released on 26 February and George 
says it’s his favourite album they’ve done so 
far.

“We’ve been doing one single a month this 
year and have actually been able to spend the 
majority of the year focused on the album with 
no distractions from gigs,” he said.

George said the whole album had been 
recorded at the band’s family home and pro -
duced mostly by themselves.

“Band member Jason Bovino is a producer 
and because we had the studio at home it was 
just a really creatively freeing experience for 
us,” he said.

“The songs that are on this album I think 
are among the best we’ve ever written and I re -
ally want to get it out there and have people 
hear it.”

While next year’s plans are still up in the air 
due to “old mate Covid”, George said he hoped 
there would be a national tour in support of 
the album. 

One the family front, sister Amy is getting 
married after being proposed to by her long-
time partner Lachlan Stuart.

Joining Sheppard at Air Beats will be Hayley 
Marsten, Chris Bax Trio, Jason O’Hara, Nathan 
Bedford, Jack & Jacinta, Smiley n Wayno Duo, 
Thomo and Wal Duo and Chris Schofield.

Tickets for the event are available at https://
gladstoneentertainment.com/

Between the AFL grand final, a Gladstone concert and a new album, it’s been a busy few months 
for Sheppard.

Students mark NAIDOC
Rockhampton State High School celebrated 
NAIDOC Week on Friday, 13 November.

Students in Year 7 and 8 attended an as-
sembly where the importance of the week 
was explained.

Welcome to Country was performed by 
Year 10 student Blake Iles and principal 
Kirsten Dwyer helped Blake cut the NAID -
OC Week cake.

Students from Year 7 to 12 shared in the 
cake and a free barbecue.

Rockhampton State High School student Blake Iles performs the NAIDOC Week Welcome to 
Country.

Rocky’s High’s NAIDOC Week cake.

Rocky High students in Years 7 and 8 share in the celebratory assembly.

Principal Kirsten Dwyer with Year 10 student 
Blake Iles.

Aboriginal, Australian and Torres Strait 
Islander flags at Rockhampton State High 
School.
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BEST VALUE! BEST QUALITY! BEST SERVICE!

DON’T BUY TILL YOU TRY US 
KITCHENS INSTALLED OR DIY

4928 2281

www.kitchenbathroomsolutions.com.au
Monday – Friday 10am – 4pm | Saturday 9am – 1pm 

Licensee: Chris Bridges QBCC Lic No 1156892  *T&C apply

THIS MONTHS ‘SUPER SPECIAL PRICES’ 
ON DIY KITCHENS

We even build the cupboards for you

SALE         SALE         SALE

KITCHEN SPECIALIST
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Check out  
our range  

of vanities

ALL AT  
WHOLESALE PRICES 

VANITIESBATHROOMS

BOOK 
IN YOUR 

BATHROOM 
RENO NOW  

FOR 2021

BEAT THE PRICE RISE
Fully Installed or DIY Kitchens 

ONLY THE BEST!!

GRANITE TOPS FOR 
LESS THAN THE COST 

OF LAMINATE

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY TRADING 
Closed 18th December 2020
Re-open 11th January 2021

It’s the festive season and the City Centre 
Plaza in Rockhampton and Anglicare are 
driving home the Christmas spirit. 

The Rockhampton community have 
been invited to provide some hope and joy 
to families in need this Christmas by donat -
ing non-perishable food items to be includ -
ed in hampers. 

Each Christmas, in partnership with 
local churches and community organisa -
tions, Anglicare Central Queensland has 
coordinated and delivered hundreds of 
Christmas hampers to those families and 
individuals in need. 

This has also included ensuring children 
and young people spending their Christ -
mas in foster, kinship or residential care 
have presents under the tree like every child 
should. 

Anglicare director Clyde Wode said this 
year’s drive is as important as any. 

“Last year we made 286 hampers, 86 of 
those were through adopt-a-family and the 
other 200 we bought from the Christmas 
wrapping money we build,” he said. 

“They’re full of Christmas cakes, cereals, 
tin ham, long life milk, baked beans and 
anything Christmas related. 

“These drives are great for us because 
it allows us to add extra things to put in to 

make better hampers. 
“People can come in and just donate a 

few items and there’s already a lot in there 
which is great.

“Last year we emptied the containers 
four times. 

“The hampers are distributed on 14 De -
cember.”

City Centre Plaza Centre Manager Victo-
ria Haworth feel that Christmas should be a 
celebration for everyone with presents un -
der the tree and dinner on the table. 

“We hope that the donated food goes a 
small way towards assisting families who 
find themselves in challenging situations,” 
she said. 

“We are always proud of how the Rock-
hampton community steps in and helps 
out when called upon and City Centre Plaza 
is thrilled to offer a location point for dona -
tions. 

“By purchasing extra items in your week -
ly shop, you can make a big difference to 
someone’s Christmas.”

The food drive will continue until Christ -
mas Eve with all donations welcome to be 
placed in the cage outside of Coles. 

Volunteers from Anglicare Central 
Queensland have also commenced gift 
wrapping in the centre. 

Anglicare, City Centre 
Plaza unite for Christmas

Anglicare director Clyde Wode out the front of the donation cage, in front of Coles at City 
Centre Plaza.
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Win a ham 
voucher
CQ Today is teaming up with Barney Point 
Butchery, giving you the chance to win one of 
20 $50 Christmas ham vouchers.

Butcher Brendan Sutcliffe said the business, 
which relocated from Barney Street to Young 
Street in 2009 and employs a dozen staff, was a 
favourite with the Gladstone community.

“People know what they can expect from 
us, which is high quality meat at a good price,” 
he said.

“I’d invite anyone to compare our prices 
and quality to any other butcher shop or su -
permarket in town.”

The business usually does a roaring trade 
around Christmas, with their smoked hams, 
turkeys and barbecued meats popular.

Starting this week, simply purchase a copy 
of CQ Today from your local newsagent, com -
plete the entry form and drop it into the entry 
box at Barney Point Butchery, 31 Young Street, 
Gladstone.

Entries will close 5pm, Thursday, 10 De -
cember. 

Michael Lewis and Sarah Ogilvie from Barney 
Point Butchery are giving you a chance to win a 
Christmas ham voucher.
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Grant & Simpson Lawyers  
Serving Central Queensland for 120 years 

Stan Smith is a Consultant to our Firm.

Stan can help if you have been involved in a motor vehicle accident, if you have been injured at 
work or injured in a slip and fall incident.

Stan can also help with your total and permanent disability claims.

Phone: (07) 4999 2000 or email: admin@grantsimpson.com.au
12463593-JW41-20
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Girls Time Out Young Women’s Support Ser -
vice has been selected to receive public do-
nations and ticket proceeds from the 2020 
Mayor’s Carols by Candlelight.

Girls Time Out is a local organisation com -
mitted to responding to the needs of young 
mothers / women aged 12 to 25 years in the 
Rockhampton community by providing sup -
port for their growth and human potential. 

Money raised by Carols by Candlelight will 
go to the organisation’s Me Myself and I Pro -
gram which promotes positive beginnings 

for young women by providing effective and 
life changing support in four areas: positive 
peer supports, positive relationships, posi -
tive conversations and positive creative art.

“The Rockhampton region community 
has a great tradition of helping others, not 
only at Christmas but at any time people are 
in need. I am very pleased that this year we 
will be able to assist Girls Time Out and their 
Me Myself and I program,” Acting Mayor Neil 
Fisher said.

“I understand that this program is not 

funded by any other source so it relies 100 
per cent on donations.

“I know times are tough for many people 
right now, but I do urge audience members 
to give what they can to Girls Time Out at this 
year’s Mayor’s Carols by Candlelight concerts.”

The Mayor’s Carols by Candlelight is a 
Rockhampton Regional Council event sup -
ported by WIN Television, Triple M, CQ Today 
and other local businesses.
Performances:

 · Pilbeam Theatre, Wednesday 9 December 

at 7pm. Ticketed event, bookings essential.
Adults $12, concession / children $8
Tickets from www.seeitlive.com.au, the 

Pilbeam Theatre Box Office, or by phone 4927 
4111.

 · Music Bowl, Saturday 12 December. Gates 
open 5pm, concert from 7pm
Entry by donation at the gate.

 · Some aspects of Carols by Candlelight have 
changed because of Covid-19. Visit the 
event listings at www.seeitlive.com.au for 
important information. 

Mayor’s Carols by Candlelight charity nominated

Mumma’s gets makeover
By Matthew Pearce 

It’s been a busy year for Mumma’s Fish & Chips 
owners Michele and Tony Waine, but they 
wouldn’t have it any other way.

Previously known as Gladstone Road Sea-
food, the business at 62 Gladstone Rd, Rock-
hampton, has had a makeover, complete with 
a new paint job, new fryers, new fresh produce 
and a new lawn seating area.

“We rebranded it as Mumma’s when we 
bought the business because that’s what they 
call me at home. I wanted to call it Tony’s but 
he didn’t like that,” Michele said.

“We often get asked who Mumma is and I 
put my hand up, they probably expect some -
one a bit older.”

Before taking on the business 14 months 
ago, Tony was in concreting for 20 years and 
Michele was in retail, although they both had 
a hospitality background from their younger 
days.

“At the end of the day it’s all the same thing, 
dealing with customers and keeping people 
happy,” Michele said.

“We were lucky, we started out gradually, 
people came in slowly and we’re getting better 
at cooking for the masses.”

The Waines believe in using only the fresh -
est produce, sourcing seafood from the Bris -
bane to Mackay area.

“We don’t have the standard old red emper -
or that’s imported from overseas or the frozen 
fillets that have been in the freezer for the past 
four or six years,” Michele said.

“We always have a mackerel as our back-
ground fish, most Rockhampton people love 
the mackerel, but we try to mix it up with the 
more premium fish like coral trout, snapper 
and reef fish.”

Michele said while it took a lot of effort, 
sourcing Queensland fish was worth it.

“We’re just about to get a local red emperor 
fish which is really good because most of Rock-
hampton’s red emperor comes from China,” 
she said.

“We’ve also secured prawns for Christmas, 
which was a challenge because prawn trawl -
ers tend to move toward scalloping this time 
of year.

“We’ll be taking orders for prawns from 
mid-December at our regular price, not an in -
flated price.”

The Waines believe in giving back to the 

community, whether it’s through fundrais -
ing or donating meals to people on the Covid 
frontline.

“Because we’ve been locals for more than 

20 years, the money’s not going anywhere 
else,” Michele said.

“We’re still a little shop but after 14 months 
people are starting to recognise who we are.” 

Mumma’s Fish & Chips owners Michele and Tony Waine are growing the business.
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Davkat Enterprises PL t/as Northwest 
Insurance ACN 105784469/AR 254625 
Authorised Representative of  
Community Broker Network PL ABN 
60096916184/AFSL 233750

Northwest
Insurance

Call us today  0447 821 330  
and speak to a professional!
libby@northwestinsurance.com.au www.northwestfinancialgroup.com.au

THE TEAM YOU CAN DEPEND ON
If you’re seeking expert advice for 

insurance issues, we’re here to help.
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Dancers to hit the stage
By Matthew Pearce 

It’s been a year of uncertainty for Rockhamp -
ton’s Dance Star Studio but the eager dancers 
are about to hit the stage again at last.

Principal Natasha Williams said Covid-19 
had thrown a spanner in the works of the stu -
dio’s 2020 plans, but the end of the year con-
certs on Sunday, 22 November, would make it 
all worth it.

“At one stage we didn’t know if it was going 
to be possible, but we’ve been able to make it 
work by splitting the concert into two because 
of Covid restrictions,” she said.

“This is the first time the kids have been 
able to perform this year and they’re looking 
forward to dancing on the stage in front of a 
live audience.”

Because of Covid-19, the studio missed out 
on attending the Rockhampton Eisteddfod for 
the first time and students’ exams had to be 
done via video.

“We even did Zoom classes online for a 
while when we couldn’t have classes at the stu -
dio,” Ms Williams said.

“We’ve been able to keep going, but in dif -
ferent ways, changing as the restrictions did 
just like everyone else.”

The theme of the concert this year is 
‘Around the World’.

“No-one’s been able to travel this year so we 
thought we’d bring the world to Rockhampton 
in dance,” Ms Williams said.

“It’s been a bit of fun and a bit of a geogra -
phy lesson for the kids as well.”

Students of all ages will perform on stage, 
from two-year-old Tiny Tots to adults, cover -
ing genres like Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Contemporary, 
Song and Dance, Musical Theatre, Cabaret, 
Hip Hop and Acro Dance.

The junior concert will be held at 11am at 
Pilbeam Theatre and the senior concert will 
follow at 2.30pm.

Tickets are available from Pilbeam Theatre 
box office or online. Students from Dance Star Studio are ready to perform in concert.

Junior and beginner contemporary students’ dance number is What a Wonderful World.

Senior ballet students perform the Chinese Fan Dance.

Intermediate and junior cabaret students will perform Copacabana from Brazil.
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Awards honour business
Gladstone businesses were honoured on 7 
November at the GCCI 2020 Best in Business 
Awards gala dinner at the Gladstone Entertain -
ment Convention Centre.
Winners included:

 · Bill Robertson Toyota: Overall Best in Busi -
ness Winner

 · Adrian Robertson - Dreamtilt: Amazing Indi -
vidual Customer Service

 · Fresh Fix Cafe: Restaurant, Cafe & Takeaway

 · East Shores: Tourism, Attractions & Events

 · Mercure Gladstone: Accomodation & Resort

 · CQ Psych Service: Innovation

 · James Robertson - Bill Robertson Toyota: 
Business Leader 

 · Alana Lanzon - Central Electrical Group: 
Young Business Leader (under 30)

 · Gladstone Women’s Health Centre: Not For 
Profit

 · MizHitch Makeup & Beauty: Health, Beauty 
& Wellbeing

 · Coast 2 Country Construction: Trades & Ser-
vices 

 · Mecha: Engineering & Manufacturing 

 · Port City Meats: Retail & Sales

 · Dreamtilt: Professional Services 

 · Boyne Smelters Limited: Large Industry

 · Bill Robertson Toyota: Auto & Marine Repair 
Services 
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SUPER SPECIALS THIS THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Mon- Fri – 5am – 5.30pm
Sat – Sun 5am – 2pm

6 Goodsall  Street
(Beside Rockhampton Cricket Ground)

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon- Fri – 5am – 5.30pm

Sat – Sun 5am – 2pm

6 Goodsall  Street
(Beside Rockhampton Cricket Ground)

OPEN 7 DAYS

12471049-DL47-20

99¢

WHOLE SEEDLESS 
WATERMELON

99¢
Punnet

TOMATOES

ROCK MELONS

BROCCOLI

CHINESE 
VEGETABLE

ZUCCHINIS

WOMBOK

BLUEBERRIES

$299$299

50¢

$299

$199$199

1kg
bag

kg

kg

bunch

kg

eaea

500g
/bag

$199
ea

$499

SPINACH LEAVES  
& SALAD MIX

RED PAPAYA

DUE TO OVERWHELMING DEMAND  
FOR THE PINEAPPLE  

OUR 99¢ SPECIAL NEEDS TO GO BACK TO

IMAGES FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES

$299
kg
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Rockhampton Grammar School Year 10 students help Capricornia Catchments with a 
revegetation project near Ritamada at Emu Park.

Grammar students do their bit to help the 
environment.

RGS students at Ritamada.

Students step up to do their bit for the environment
Rockhampton Grammar School Year 10 stu-
dents have stepped up to do their bit for the 
environment, helping Capricornia Catch -
ments with a revegetation project near Rita -
mada at Emu Park last week.

Rockhampton Grammar School direc -
tor of outdoor education Damien Boicos 
said each year The Rockhampton Grammar 
School Year 10 students participated in an 
Outdoor Adventure, Challenge, Service and 
Preparation programme.

“In ‘normal’ years, this includes overseas 
trips to Vietnam or New Zealand along with 
other activities including sailing in the Whit -
sundays, hiking at Carnarvon Gorge or a ca-
noe expedition on the Noosa River,” he said.

“Each trip involves a service component 
back to that area’s local community wher -
ever possible. Unfortunately students were 
unable to complete this valued programme 
earlier in the year, so last week the students 
were building on the usual themes of the 
programme being Adventure, Challenge, 
Service, with the addition for Preparation for 
Year 11, but experiencing them in our own 
Central Queensland backyard.”

Capricornia Catchments project officer 
Rachel said the Ritamada project involved 
prepping the site by removing invasive 
weeds, spreading a thick layer of mulch to 
reduce weed regrowth and planting native 
flora.

“It was hard work, but working as a team 
makes it easier, we also had a lot of support 
from Livingstone Shire Council,” she said.

“Ritamada is situated on the coastal zone, 
these zones provide a lot of important eco -
system services such as storm protection, 
habitat/nesting for native and migratory ani -
mals, erosion and sediments control.

“It is important that we look after these 
environments while getting young people 
to participate in community service projects 
like this so they can see that taking care of the 
planet is essential to ensure its longevity.”

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

A purr-fect career change
By Matthew Pearce

Feline fancier Tracey Austin was a police offi -
cer for 15 years before leaving to take up a very 
different vocation - running a cat-themed gift 
store.

The Cat’s Meow Gifts opened in late August 
at Shop 1/68 Denham Street, Rockhampton 
and has already been embraced by shoppers. 

“After 15 years of doing my last job, I just 
woke up one day and went, no, it’s time to 
move on and do something else in life,” Ms 
Austin said.

“Before I was a police officer, I was actually 
a hairdresser, although I only did that because 
the police had a height restriction when I left 
high school.”

Tracey said running the shop had been a lot 
of fun, as well as a massive learning curve as 
she came to grips with retail and the power of 
social media.

But she wouldn’t trade the past couple of 
months for anything.

“Because retail is new to me I just wanted to 
ease into it and go at my own pace,” she said.

“My husband Richard and I thought of this 
idea back at the end of January, early February 
when Covid was only a Wuhan problem, then 
all of a sudden Italy was severely impacted and 
then it was everywhere.

“By then my resignation was already well 
into play, I could have withdrawn it  but I 
thought, you’ve got to get on with life, you can’t 
sit back and not chase a dream.”

She said cats were her “absolute passion”.
“They are actually very intelligent creatures. 

They can be complacent at times, but they are 
also very loyal,” she said.

“I like that they don’t need constant atten -
tion, they have their independence and a non -
chalant air about them.”

Ms Austin has 10 cats at home, including 
two sets of siblings, with ages ranging from 
two-and-a-half to 12.

“Each one has their own little personality, 
they’re so individualistic and so comical. I just 
love watching them. I can come home and I’ll 

have two or three meowing for me to come in.”
The Cat’s Meow carries a wide range of 

items, from homewares and accessories to 
toys, clothing, wall art, bags and purses, crock -
ery, jewellery, coasters, calendars, umbrellas, 
doormats and more.

“We have little picture frames that people 
can put a photo of their own cat in, glasses 
with Egytptian design, beautiful Japanese style 
bowls and some hard carved coathangers.”

The store sources products from all over 
Australia and the world.

“The Japanese and South Koreans make 
very good quality stationary and I’ve made 

contact with a Russian girl who’s making some 
unique greeting cards,” Ms Austin said.

“I’m also in talks with a business in Mel -
bourne about getting some cat-themed wrap -
ping paper and there’s a company in NSW that 
has great homewares and cushions.”

While admitting the shop catered to a 
“niche market”, she said the region had more 
than its fair share of feline fanatics.

“As you’d imagine, we frequent Petbarn a 
lot and one of the managers told us, there’s 
so many people in Rockhampton that are cat 
mad, they will just love your shop,” she said.

“And it’s certainly been very well received.”

Tracey Austin has channeled her love of cats into a cat-themed gift store, The Cat’s Meow.
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376 Dean St, Rockhampton Qld 4701
Ph: 4928 5988

Open 7 Days - Mon-Fri : 7am until 8pm
Sat - Sun : 8am until 6pm

�������
18 James St, Yeppoon QLD 4703

Ph: 4939 2200
Open 7 days - 6am until 9pm

�������
3 Wandal Rd, Wandal QLD 4700

Ph: 4922 3014
Open 7 days - 6am until 9pm

���������

SAVE $1.60

� � ��
ea

kg

Australian
Boneless Loin Roast Pork

Australian
Premium Beef Mince
(1kg minimum)

� �� kg

Australian
IGA Half or Whole Leg Ham

kg
� � �� � �� ��

Australian Kensington 
Pride Mangoes

Arnott’s Shapes 
160-190g
Selected Varieties

Cadbury Favourites, 
Lindt Lindor or 
Toblerone Gift Box 
147-373g
Selected Varieties 

Kirks 10x375mL 
Selected Varieties
$1.55 per Litre

Hot 
������

� � ��
ea

Australian 
Washed
Potatoes 2kg
$2 per kg

� � ea

2kg bag SAVE $7

� � ea

� � ��
ea

SAVE $4.65

12470461-CG47-20
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Queensland Police Service Commissioner 
Katarina Carroll and Police Minister Mark 
Ryan have congratulated 79 new officers on 
their graduation, with two heading to Rock -
hampton.

The recruits took their oath of service 
in the early morning light at the Oxley 
Academy in Brisbane, vowing to serve the 
Queensland community.

The graduation marks the end of a modi -
fied training program for the QPS’ newest 
members amidst Covid-safe requirements.

The officers will now begin a 12-month 
station-based training program as First Year 
Constables (FYCs), which will take them 
through a range of real-world scenarios in 
policing.

Commissioner Carroll wished new offi -
cers well in their new careers, beginning all 
throughout the state.

“The role of police within our communi -
ty is a unique one which requires a range of 
skills including empathy, communication 
and physical skills.

“These 79 officers have completed an in -
tensive program to have come this far, and 
their training is not yet complete.

“The FYCs will be posted around the 

state from Ayr to Wynnum to Longreach, 
where they will further embed their newly-
learned skills and provide a fresh perspec -
tive to their new stations.”

Member for Rockhampton Barry 
O’Rourke offered the new officers his con -
gratulations on behalf of the local commu -
nity.

“Welcome to these new officers who will 
be valuable additions to the Queensland 
Police Service,” Mr O’Rourke said.

“I am so proud that two of these new of -
ficers will go to North Rockhampton Police 
Station in our area.”

Member for Keppel, Brittany Lauga 
thanked these new police officers for stand -
ing up to serve their fellow Queenslanders.

“Through the challenges these officers 
confront in their upcoming roles, ‘hon -
our’ and ‘service’ will be the cornerstones 
of their tenure as they serve the people of 
Queensland,” she said.

“I am proud too that the Palaszczuk gov -
ernment is backing Queensland Police with 
funding to deliver an extra 2025 police per -
sonnel.

“This is the biggest investment in polic -
ing in three decades.”

New police for Rocky

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

Search for 
missing 
person 
RACQ Capricorn Rescue performed an exten-
sive aerial search from the Emu Park area to 
Port Alma in search of missing Boyne Island 
man Craig Gordon on Tuesday.

The man, aged in his 60s, had been missing 
for several days prior to the tasking of RACQ 
Capricorn Rescue.

The Rescue300 crew searched the areas 
along the coast, the tributaries of the Fitzroy 
River and Balaclava Island extensively for any 
sightings of Mr Gordon or his belongings.

Throughout the search, RACQ Capricorn 
Rescue crew members sighted the unmanned 
4.6m vessel belonging to Mr Gordon at the 
northern end of Balaclava Island, an area 
known to be inhabited by crocodiles.

In addition to the vessel, Rescue300 crew 
members also sighted various fishing equip -
ment, an esky, Jerry can, and lifejackets locat-
ed in the mangroves.

No sightings of the missing person were re -
ported. 

RACQ Capricorn Rescue performed an 
extensive aerial search for a missing Boyne 
Island man.

By Matthew Pearce 

Reid’s Gallery and Gift Shop is back for the 
Christmas season at Rockhampton’s Walter 
Reid Cultural Centre.

Organiser Trish Craig said the gift shop 
would be open every day of the week until 
Christmas Eve, with arts and crafts created by 
the Walter Reid Cultural Centre Artists.

“Any Walter Reid tenant who has product 
they want to sell can can put it up for sale, but 
they have to be prepared to do shifts at the gift 
shop,” she said.

“We have potters, artists, embroiderers, 
patchworkers, people who do mosiacing and 
more.

“We try to make the gifts as ‘Christmasy’ 
as possible, and as affordable as possible, be-
cause a lot of people just need inexpensive 
gifts for, say, their neighbour or co-worker.

“We stay open until Christmas Eve because 
in the past we’ve had people rushing in at the 
last minute the day before Christmas who 
haven’t bought any presents.”

Community groups at the Walter Reid 
Cultural Centre include Capricornia Potters, 
Rockhampton Embroiderers’ Guild, Patch-
Happy Circle, CQ Contemporary Artists, Fibre 
Arts, Rockhampton Lapidary Club, Little The -
atre and more.

Trish encouraged people to drop in to 
the gift shop at the corner of East and Derby 
streets, which she said was often forgotten by 
shoppers despite the quality of the work.

“We’re still in the CBD, but it’s a bit difficult 
to get people to come that extra block and a 
half,” she said.

The Walter Reid Cultural Centre Artists 
hosted a pop-up shop at the Kern Arcade ear-
lier in the year, with $1000 being donated to 
charity, split between the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and and Bat Care Capricornia.

The Walter Reid Cultural Centre was built 
in 1899. Originally used as a warehouse and 
a merchant store, the building was also used 
during the Second World World War as part of 
the manufacturing of goods for the war effort.

The Rockhampton Regional Council now 
owns the building which is used by Rock -
hampton’s artists and crafts persons.

Reid’s Gallery and Gift Shop is open from 
10am to 3pm, seven days a week, until Christ-
mas Eve. 

Christmas cheer at
Walter Reid centre 

Gail Black, who has been a potter for 30 years, with some of the work of the Rockhampton 
Embroiderers’ Guild at Reid’s Gallery and Gift Shop.
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Come in store & check out our range

Located across from Allenstown News

Allenstown Square Shopping Centre 
12469597-JW46-20

Allenstown News 
Christmas Gift Shop
Spode, Portmeirion, Sophie Conran, 

Jim Shore, Koko Black
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WIN TOYS FOR CHRISTMAS  WIN TOYS FOR CHRISTMAS  

CQ Today & Rockhampton Toyworld are giving readers the chance to win 1 of 10, $50 toy vouchers. To enter simply �ll out this form & drop into the entry box at Rockhampton 

Toyworld,Redhill Centre or to CQ Today of�ce 4/214 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton. Entries close 5pm Thursday 10th December 2020                    *T&C’s cqtoday.com.au/competitions

Name: .................................................................. Phone: ..............................................................

Address: .........................................................................................................................................

WIN 1 OF 10 $50 TOY VOUCHERSWIN 1 OF 10 $50 TOY VOUCHERS

12469873-HL47-20

CQ leads
way in road
safety week
CQ motorists are urged to lead the way and 
drive so others survive for National Road Safe-
ty Week.

Member for Gladstone Glenn Butcher MP 
said the week, held from 15-22 November, 
gave residents the opportunity to be leaders in 
road safety.

“Each year, about 1200 people are killed 
in crashes on Australian roads, and another 
44,000 are seriously injured,” Mr Butcher said.

“The Palaszczuk government is delivering a 
record $25 billion for better roads and trans -
port across Queensland, but we all have to re-
member to drive safely and avoid the fatal five.

“I’m pleased to show our support for Na -
tional Road Safety Week and remind our com -
munity to take care on the roads.”

Member for Keppel  Brittany Lauga 
said more than 230 people have died on 
Queensland roads this year, which is 40 more 
than the same time last year.

In 2019 there were a total of 219 road deaths 
and 6944 victims hospitalised.

In Keppel during that period there were 
two deaths and 80 hospitalised casualties, and 
in Rockhampton there were three deaths and 
122 hospitalisations. In Gladstone four people 
died locally.

“Road safety is everyone’s responsibility 
and if we each lead the way, together we can 
make a difference.”

National Road Safety Week was founded by 
Peter Frazer, president of the Safer Australian 
Roads and Highways Group (SARAH) Group, 
after his 23-year-old daughter Sarah was killed 
in a crash in 2012.

“Now in its eighth year, we are proud Na -
tional Road Safety Week continues to grow 
across the country,” Mr Frazer said.

“It is an important reminder every life is 
precious and everyone has the right to get 
home safe to their loved ones, every day, no 
exceptions.”

The start of National Road Safety Week 
also coincides with the World Day of Remem -
brance for Road Traffic Victims on Sunday, 15 
November.

For more information about National Road 
Safety Week and to pledge your support, visit 
www.roadsafetyweek.com.au 

Classic Hits 4CC is getting set to deck the 
halls for 2020 Santos GLNG Mayors Carols on 
4 December.

Due to Covid-19, the family Christmas 
spectacular has been relocated to the Glad-
stone Entertainment Centre to allow limit -

less Christmas miracles, including a virtual 
livestream for anyone who wishes to stay at 
home. 

Starting at 6pm, the night is set to bring 
the magic of Christmas alive showcasing 
sing-a-long Christmas Carols, the Walz Con -

struction Prize Draw and, of course, the guy 
in the big red suit ... Santa.

This year, the Mayor’s Carols will feature 
two community choirs, two high schools and 
seven local Grade 12 graduate soloists.

Organisers said the 2020 Santos GLNG 

Mayors Carols wouldn’t be possible without 
the  support from local schools, volunteers 
and major sponsors Santos GLNG and Glad-
stone Regional Council.

For more information visit www.4cc.com.
au

Covid-19 pandemic won’t stop the Christmas cheer

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

By Matthew Pearce 

If there’s ever been an artist who can sing 
country music from experience, it’s Dusty.

From growing up near Birdsville to working 
as a horse breaker and managing properties 
throughout Queensland, Dusty has well and 
truly served his apprenticeship.

Released at 12am Thursday, 12 November, 
on the iTunes Country Songs Chart, the Yep-
poon singer’s first single, Show You Country, is 
already a hit with audiences.

“It’s going pretty strong, there’s been a lot of 
positive feedback on it and support from my 
social media platforms,” he said.

The rocking country song was recorded in 
Queensland and mixed and mastered in the 
US by Mike Stankiewicz with musicians Kosta 
Theodosis on drums, Tim Galloway on lead 
guitar, and Judd Tiziani on bass playing on the 
track.

Dusty wrote Show You Country in about five 
or 10 minutes over a couple of beers.

“I was in the rodeo scene when I was a 
younger fella and every time a song like that 
would come on at the end of the night it would 
always pack the dance floor out,” he said.

“I wanted to release something that would 
get everybody dancing and having some fun, 
especially after the year we’ve just had.”

Dusty’s been around music all his life - his 
dad and aunty are singers and his mum’s a 
drummer.

“I’ve lived in Broken Hill and there was no 
coverage out in the Simpson Desert for me to 
play around on phones so after work I’d just 
chill out and write music and play my guitar,” 
he said.

After years of living in the bush, Dusty was 
eager for a new start and Central Queensland 
hasn’t disappointed.

“I just moved to Yeppoon four weeks ago 
and it’s beautiful up here,” he said.

“It’s a bit of a lifestyle change but there are a 
lot of country people up and around this way. 
It’s the best of both worlds really, there’s a bit of 
the country scene and you can go to the beach 
when you need a break.”

The music video for Show You Country was 
even filmed in Rockhampton with Appleton 
Studios.

“The song starts with the lyrics ‘cruising in 
the city with my big hat on’. Rocky’s not really 
a big city but it’s big enough for me,” he said.

While Covid has meant this year has been 
a “bit of a wipe-out” when it comes to gigs, 
Dusty said it had given him time to focus on 

his music video and he expects 2021 to be a 
busier year.

He said he would like to thank publicist Bec 
Gracie and Horseman’s Way Photography for 
their support. 

Country boy Dusty
makes his debut

The cover art from Dusty’s debut single, Show You Country.
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It’s time to legalise e-cigs to reduce smoking rates
Smoking continues to be the drug that kills 
more Australians than any other.

The best estimates indicate that smoking 
kills around 20,000 Australians annually com -
pared to 6000 from alcohol and 2500 from il -
licit drugs.

Australia probably leads the world in re -
ducing smoking rates. We were one of the first 
countries to place restrictions on advertising 
and include prominent warnings on packag -
ing. We are at risk of losing that mantle, un -
fortunately, because of a reluctance to legalise 
e-cigarettes.

E-cigarettes deliver nicotine through an 
electronic mechanism that turns liquid nico -
tine into a gas or ‘vape’. It allows a smoker to 
mimic the interaction they have with a smoke 
and, compared to nicotine gum or patches, it 
delivers the nicotine ‘hit’ in a similar way to a 
cigarette.

The best health outcome would be for 
people to neither vape nor smoke. Nicotine is 
highly addictive and, like all drugs, can have 
bad impacts on your health. But e-cigarettes 

do not contain the cancer causing carcinogens 
that smokes do. Lives would be saved and lives 
would be improved if more people quit smok -
ing and switched to e-cigarettes.

A young mum gave evidence to a senate 
committee this week about her switch to vaping 
and how it has improved her relationship with 
her two young children. She no longer smells 
of tobacco around the kids and doesn’t have to 

pop outside all the time just to have a smoke.
The good news is that more Australians are 

giving up smokes for the alternative of e-ciga -
rettes. Over the last three years 130,000 more 
Australians are using e-cigarettes, according to 
the largest national survey on drug use. And, 
over the last three years, 127,000 Australians 
have given up smoking.

The bad news is that vaping remains illegal 
in Australia. You can sell a vaping device and 
there is a limited ability to import liquid nico -
tine with a prescription. But it is illegal to sell 
liquid nicotine and, in most Australian states, 
it is illegal to possess liquid nicotine.

In reality these laws are not enforced and 
many do import liquid nicotine through on -
line shops even without a prescription. Aus -
tralia is the only developed country to ban all 
vaping products. We risk losing the mantle of a 
leader in tobacco reduction efforts.

Our ‘black market’ creates other health risks. 
Many vapers import liquid nicotine in concen -
trated form, often in containers without child-
proof caps. Tragically a three-year old girl died 

in Victoria a few years ago after she ingested her 
mother’s concentrated nicotine.

We should instead have a regulated market 
that imposes proper standards on the pack -
aging of products and restricts their sale and 
marketing just as we do for tobacco products.

A recent major review of all of the scientific 
evidence from around the world concluded 
that “e-cigarettes probably do help people to 
stop smoking for at least six months”.

Some are concerned that if we legalise 
e-cigarettes, these products could create a 
‘gateway’ for young people to start smoking. 
But a recent CSIRO study concluded that “the 
evidence for (the gateway effect) being an im -
portant route to smoking initiation in Australia 
does not appear strong”.

We should focus on practical solutions that 
can improve people’s lives. There is so much 
evidence from thousands of Australians that 
vaping has helped them get off the smokes and 
made their lives better. It is time for Australia 
to catch up to the rest of the world and legalise 
e-cigarettes. 

Senator Matt Cabavan says it’s time for 
Australia to catch up to the rest of the world on 
e-cigarettes.

Current Affairs Matt Canavan

Current Affairs Robert Schwarten
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Councillors must step up
Refusing to accept a ruling that a gift of travel is 
pecuniary interest is significant.

Pecuniary interest registers were a Fitzger-
ald Inquiry recommendation and have been 
religiously adhered to by all sides of politics in 
the Queensland Parliament.

Notable exceptions were Labor’s disgraced 
former minister Nutttall and the LNP’s Driscoll.

Both refused to accept the law applied to 
them, claimed innocence, in Nuttall’s  case 
expressed outrage, and were found guilty and 
went to jail.

So when our former mayor after having 
been found guilty of refusing to acknowledge 
a pecuniary interest resigned thereby anoint -
ing the  Pineapple to replace her and claiming 
“principle” I had to say I’ve heard all this be -
fore. Mostly from Nuttall.

The reality is every other mayor who ac -
cepted the gift put it down in their pecuniary 
interest register.

It was no big deal, Mr Adani had every right 
to offer a free trip to the mayors, they were not 
compelled to accept it but they did and when 
advised it was a gift by the authorities they 
complied. But not Ms Strelow. She was right, 
every other mayor wrong and the authorities 
to blame.

More worryingly the Federal MP Ms Landry 
said the requirement was “draconian”. What? 
No wonder the feds have dragged their feet in 
setting up a watchdog if that’s the attitude pre -
vailing in the LNP.

Even more concerning was the Deputy 
Mayor Mr Fisher’s comment on the ABC that 
the state government should review this re -
quirement.

So it’s OK for the state politicians to be 
bound by laws requiring publication of gifts 
received but not local government ones.

His statement that city councillors are all 
there for the community rings hollow given 
recent jailing and other charges/scandals sur -
rounding some local councils.

I’m not defending the idiotic law that gives 
the man in the thongs the keys to the city hall.

I’ve said before we should have reverted 
to the law introduced when I sat in cabinet, 

which meant that councillors and mayors had 
to resign to contest state seats. 

Newman got rid of that law, we should have 
simply brought it back

 We saw the debacle of Ms Strelow who was 
rejected by ALP rank and file members, spit 
the dummy and run against Labor candidate 
Barry O’Rourke and again get rejected by the 
voters.

All she did was vacate her office for a couple 
of weeks and slip back into the mayoral chair 
the Monday after the election.

It was her fourth attempt to seek higher of -
fice at both state and federal level. Yet she pro-
claimed to be working at full throttle for the 
ratepayer. Go figure.

Mr Hooper it seems to me has every right 
to take up office until such time as the parlia -
ment deems otherwise.

Now while that is amusing to some, assur -
ing for some and alarming to others, reality is 
that it’s not all doom and gloom. 

For a start we will save money on a salary as 
he’s only going to charge us $1 for his services. 
Some might argue that he’s being overpaid at 
that but it’s still cheaper and he will not need 
a car allowance.

More importantly he’s in a minority. He is 
outvoted by the councillors.

It is easy to forget that a council meeting is a 
democratic process.

The mayor, for example, cannot send us 
broke by implementing some crazy Soviet 
style ‘reforms’ unless the councillors agree. It 
is easy to blame Ms Strelow for woes inflicted 
on ratepayers while ignoring the fact that none 
of the councillors, it seems, had the ability to 
disagree or take her on.

It’s all very well for the deputy mayor to 
claim that the councillors have bonded to -
gether well and in the interests of the ratepay -
er, but the facts are otherwise.

This is not some version of Pollyanna or the 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic.

These are well paid councillors, local gov -
ernment politicians, who have a duty to stand 
up for those who elect them. Now’s their 
chance to prove it. Former Rockhampton mayor Margaret Strelow.
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WHAT 
ARE YOUR 
FUNERAL 
PLANNING 
OPTIONS?
A funeral is a beautiful celebration of 
one’s life and pre-planning helps protect 
those we leave behind. 

For your free Information Pack, fill out 
the coupon and mail it to:

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE

56 William St, Rockhampton, QLD 4700

Name 

Address 

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE 

���	�����%�'�'�%�"�(�����,�������*�#�&�$�"�(�+�,�*�)���-�����������������	��
12457457-JW35-20

Looking back, Planning ahead
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Meet 
Resilient Ricki!
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�����
�����
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Where:  Beaman Park and The Hub
When:   Sunday, 29 November 2020
Time:     9am to 1pm

Learn how your family can ‘Get Ready’ for 
the next season and join in on the action 
with demonstrations and displays!

Tours of The Hub with 
presentations by Council and 
CQ Amateur Radio Association. 
Tickets are essential and available 
at getreadyday.eventbrite.com.au 

Stay at home if unwell or have a cough, fever, sore 
throat, fatigue or shortness of breath.� 
Maintaining physical distancing requirements is the 
individuals responsibility.

di saster 
management  

12469847-CG47-20

THREE … 
Hot tips for a 
cool GKI getaway

1
Take a hike
Great Keppel Island is laced with 
a web of picturesque walking 
trails ranging from a 15 minutes 
beach stroll to a 15km hike to 
the lighthouse at the Island’s tip. 
Dispersing trekkers around the 
island to secluded beaches or 
spectacular lookouts, there is a 
walking adventure for all levels 
and abilities.

2
Hit the water
Snorkelling is one of the easiest 
ways to enjoy the wonders of 
the Great Barrier Reef so talk to 
the team at Great Keppel Island 
Watersports and Activities and 
discover how you can become 
one with nature. Rather stay 
above the surface? Hire a kayak 
or stand-up paddle board and 
become a watersport warrior.

3
Keep your feet dry
Freedom Fast Cats’ glass-bottom 
boat tour is a quiet, relaxed 
alternative for those wishing to 
view the wonders of the reef and 
spectacular marine life without 
even getting their feet wet. The 
cruise includes a coral viewing 
tour, along with insight into the 
history of Great Keppel Island. 
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Q&A  with Letisha Frenken

Two Professors director LETISHA FRENKEN 
has been at the helm of the popular 
Rockhampton cafe for three years.
The William Street business is a favourite with 
CBD workers, with Letisha estimating that at 
least 70-80 per cent of her customers are 
regulars.

What is the best advice you’ve ever received?
The only way to get ahead is to work hard.

What is something you do in your spare 
time?
Spend time with my little girl and ride horses.

What is something most people don’t know 
about you?
That I have a soft heart.

What do you do for work and what do you 
enjoy about it?
I own The Two Professors. I love making cof-
fees and talking with all my clients.

What is your favourite spot in the Central 
Queensland region?
Blackdown Tablelands

What would be your last meal if you could 
choose?
Steak.

What is something you think CQ needs?
I’m not sure!

What guests (dead or alive) would you invite 
to a dinner party?
Too many to list, a big barbecue would be bet -
ter.

Letisha Frenken runs the popular Rockhampton cafe The Two Professors.
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Lynchy’s Joke of the Week
Mavis and Audrey are quietly standing 
over Audrey’s husband’s open coffin as a 
final respectful farewell.
Mavis, being a very good friend of Au -
drey, was there supporting her at this 
very sad time.
All of a sudden Audrey broke the silence 
and commented that it was tragic how 
her husband had passed, he died be-
cause no one knew his blood type.
She said she will never forget the last 
inspirational words her husband whis -
pered to her.
Be positive. 

Curious finding by tribunal
I could not let the events of the past week or so, 
pass without comment regarding the resigna -
tion of Mayor Margaret Strelow.

Coincidentally, Ms Strelow, at our invita -
tion, visited our local club on Saturday, 7 No -
vember, in her capacity as mayor to present 
prizes at our annual Mayoral Trophy Day. 

I, as chairman, sat at a table with Ms Stre-
low and her husband where we offered coffee 
or tea and a snack of some savoury and sweet 
treats, which our members routinely enjoy at 
these events.  Ms Strelow was telling me about 
the reporting requirements in public office 
when public officials receive gifts or spend 
public funds.

In the years since Ms Strelow has been 
mayor of the Rockhampton Regional Coun -
cil,  I have had some dealings with her and her 
councils.  I have always found her to be ap-
proachable, helpful, honest and forthright and 
as far as I can tell, her approach to public office 
seems above reproach.  In past elections, the 
opposition usually comes from political oppo -
nents rather than from a genuine concern that 
Mayor Strelow was doing a poor job.  I believe, 
Rockhampton has been fortunate to have Ms 
Strelow as our mayor.

This brings me to the law which was passed 
in recent times about replacing a retiring 
mayor with the second place getter in a recent 
election, which I guess is a bit like what hap -
pens when a senator resigns and they are tra-
ditionally replaced by the second place getter 
on their side of the political spectrum.

As is frequently the case, when laws are 
passed, it seems the current situation was not 
envisaged,  but I do recall someone raising the 
possibility of Mr Hooper assuming the role of 
mayor, if something untoward should occur 
to our chosen mayor.  Mr Hooper may be a 
most responsible, popular and well meaning 
person, but he did not enjoy overwhelming 
support during the elections and I would say 
his experience in public office is limited, and 
I would not vote for him as mayor by choice.  
Notwithstanding his principled view on re -
newables as opposed to fossil fuels, the ma-
jority of voters of the Rockhampton Regional 
Council area decided that he did not have the 
broad experience and ability to lead an impor -
tant regional area.

Now, I am no expert in these matters but it 
seems rather a curious finding by the tribunal 
if, as has been opined, the trip to India was 
sanctioned by the state government and I can 
understand why Ms Strelow refused to apolo -
gise for something she does not believe she 
has done wrong.

What I do know is that I have spoken to 
many Rockhampton residents in the last few 
days and everyone is surprised, some even 
shocked,  that our mayor has resigned, albeit, 
on a matter of principle and a by-election is 
now to be held, at great cost. Once again the 
law is to be changed and back-dated to allow 
for this to occur. I have to ask, does no one ex-
amine proposed legislation for possible flaws 
and outcomes before voting it into law?

No doubt the recent parade of local govern -
ment officials being stood down or resigning 
because of dubious behaviour seems to have 
led to the capture of a person of integrity, and 
the people represented by that person gener -
ally do not like it.

B. Johnston,
The Range 

Not on the same page, Barry
I have just read “Barry O’Rourke will officially 
return as the Member for Rockhampton after 
the Electoral Commission of Queensland de -
clared the seat this afternoon”.  I would nor -
mally have been ecstatic to hear that. 

Unfortunately one of the first acts of the 
new Palaszczuk government will now be an act 
of bastardry.

Barry told me yesterday he will cast his own 
vote in order to vote down the law which saves 
the ratepayers of Rocky money by not needing 
to hold a by-election now Margaret Strelow has 
fallen on her sword. 

The removal of this law is to be made retro -
spective and will essentially block Chris Hoop -
er from becoming Rockhampton’s next mayor.   
By all means change the law if it is not a good 

one but never should any changes to law be 
made retrospective!

There are a number of barristers and QCs 
who have called Chris today offering him the 
pro bono opportunity to take the Queensland 
government to court  should this blatantly 
prejudiced attempt to manipulate local gov -
ernment law be carried out by our state gov -
ernment.

Sorry Barry O’Rourke, but you and I are 
not on the same integrity page here mate and 
it would appear that people from across the 
country are rallying in support of the under -
dog, you know like Labor of old used to do 
back in the day!

Chris Hooper is the rightful heir to Queen 
Margaret’s throne and the establishment 
should just get used to it.   Any retrospective 
changes to the law that existed when Marga -
ret’s bubble wrap burst should stand!

Michael Powell,
Rockhampton

Uluru Statement from the 
Heart
I have been challenged to explain the “Uluru 
Statement from the Heart” and just what it 
means to our indigenous people. Importantly, 
it is directed to everyday Australians, not the 
government. It begins:-

“We, gathered at the 2017 National Consti -
tutional Convention, coming from all points of 
the southern sky, make this statement from the 
heart.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

“Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
tribes were the first sovereign Nations of the 
Australian continent and its adjacent islands, 
and possessed it under our own laws and cus-
toms. This our ancestors did, according to the 
reckoning of our culture, from the Creation, 
according to the common law from “time im -
memorial”, and according to science more 
than 60,000 years ago.                                                                                                              

“This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the 
ancestral tie between the land, or “mother 
nature”, and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who were born therefrom, 
remain attached thereto, and must one day 
return thither to be united with our ancestors. 

“This link is the basis of the ownership of 
the soil, or better, of sovereignty: It has never 
been ceded or extinguished, and co-exists with 
the sovereignty of the Crown.                

“How could it be otherwise? That peoples 
possessed a land for 60  millennia and this 
sacred link disappears from world history in 
merely the last 200 years?”

“Surely, that is self-explanatory, and makes 
basic common sense. Also, hard to argue with.

Our indigenous people are merely estab -
lishing that they were here long before any -
one else, and had a deep, spiritual, and abid -
ing link with Australia.

I ask you to think about this, and will deal 
with some ensuing clauses next week.

Alan Bambrick,
North Rockhampton

Acting Mayor Neil Fisher and Rockhampton Region councillors are picking up the pieces following the resignation of Mayor Margaret Strelow.

Unfair judgement of soldiers
Its crazy, Ned Kelly murders  three police of -
ficers and we make him a hero, every week we 
hear  of murderers where the accused is given 
all sorts of legal help.

No matter what the circumstances, young 
people no longer steal cars - they illegally 
use them, we bend over backwards to assist 
troubled youths, terrorists, illegal immigrants, 
there seems no bounds to our softer side. 

Except for our soldiers, oh no, they are held 
to an incredible standard. We take an 18-year-
old, train him to kill and then he puts a foot out 
of place we crucify him.

It seems we have a problem acknowledging 
our debt to him, so we look as hard as we can 
to find fault.

Of course we haven’t lost a war, not to my 
knowledge, so really for us at home war is ‘over 
there’,  be over soon, get on with life.  Here in 
Australia, we have never known the sound of 
tanks coming down our street because the sol -
dier protected us, kept the wars ‘over there’.  

However, the ABC has found some guy who 
will tell all on a incident where something 
went wrong, they  are going search till they 
find a soldier who didn’t act as we expect that 
he should.

And of course until we do we will  smear 
every serviceman till we find a ‘rogue’. The 
ABC will make sure they dig up some dirt, well 
enough to fill some quiet news week, who cares 
if its true or not - the ABC certainly does not.

To me the soldier went way, way beyond 
what was expected.

Funny, eh, we can forgive the Japanese, 
the Germans and whoever else took up arms 
against us, but not our own. 

We have lived in a cocoon safe from all in -
vaders. Let’s hope it stays that way, but let us 
never forget that to send a 18-year-old kid to 
army training and expect that here will be no 
repercussions from the style of war they face, 
you are dreaming. That dream may one day 
become your worst nightmare.

Doug Belot,
Cooee Bay 
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OPINION Letters: editorial@cqtoday.com.au
Text: 0487 024 124

Texts to Editor
BB, D’HILL:  Big loss to Rockhampton, 
the departure of Mayor Strelow, a real 
asset to the city. All downhill from here, 
ALP won’t stop until they get control of 
our water. No-one else in the council has 
the fortitude like you. Good luck in the 
future.

NORMAN TIMMS: Thanks for all the sac-
rifices our police, medical services, SES, 
coast guard, firies and all civilian groups 
and volunteers who keep our lives and 
properties safe, on land, on the sea as 
well as in the skies. Do these people get 
any fringe benefits like the politicians? 
Nope? Food for thought. 

WONDERING WALLY: Thousands of 
people world-wide have been affected, 
some much more seriously than others, 
by climate change. World-wide, govern -
ment leaders have been listening to sci -
entists with regard to Covid-19 and await 
a vaccine. Why are government leaders 
(particularly in Oz) not prepared to lis -
ten to scientists with regard to climate 
change which can affect the occupants 
of planet earth much more than Co -
vid-19?

JON, PARKHURST: I certainly hope in 
the upcoming by-election for a replace -
ment mayor we have a new younger 
candidate with fresh ideas, not anyone 
on council now. The new 30 million art 
gallery, levee bank, imported tiles for riv -
er bank, pie in the sky V8 supercar track 
and $25 million airport in the middle of 
nowhere would have been approved by 
the mob we have now.

ANON: The LNP don’t learn, a new lead-
er and a new Team Newman member, 
and why David did you state on 10 News 
13/11/2020 you have only one enemy, 
the Labor Party? We need politicians that 
will work together.

GK, ROSSLYN BAY HARBOUR: Re: Inac-
curate weather forecast article, 12/11/20. 
Mr Timms, I am a government mariner 
and if you checked Monday’s weather 
I think you must have been looking in 
the wrong area. I was out there in it and 
BOM’s forecast was spot on. 

DRUG TEST CALL: Rockhampton city 
councillors, I would like to see random 
drug testing done on all proposed new 
mayors and councillors. Then contin -
ued after election, like they do on sports 
people. They never know when they will 
be tested. They get an excellent salary in 
excess of many people.
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Speaker a
fine choice
Susan Head, accomplished lino-cut (re-
lief printing) artist and president of the 
Emu Park Art Gallery, will be the special 
guest speaker at the Australian Deco-
rative and Fine Arts Society (ADFAS), 
Rockhampton Inc, AGM meeting on 
Saturday, 28 November.

Susan was born at Rockhampton and 
completed her tertiary study in Visual 
Art and Design at Rockhampton TAFE.

She relocated to the Capricorn Coast 
in 1992, after returning from the UK 
where she had been living for several 
years.

Susan is an active member in the local 
art galleries in Yeppoon and Emu Park.

She has been president of the Emu 
Park Art Gallery for the past five years, 
while maintaining her art practice in 
print making.

She said lino-cut (relief printing) has 
been her choice of art form for many 
years, but she has been consistently 
perfecting her craft and producing new 
works this since 2007.

“Living on the coast with access to 
the sea and coastal environment has 
contributed to the imagery in my prints. 
More recently, botanical subject matter 
has been my focus,” Susan said.

“When creating artwork, I take realis -
tic forms and convert them into stylised 
shapes and patterns with an emphasis 
on line and colour.

“I continuously see patterns in nature 
and in objects around me, which I in -
terpret and respond to through the lino 
block printing process.

“This process unfolds as the steps are 
undertaken: drawing the design on the 
lino, carving the lino, printing the carved 
block and the revelation of the printed 
piece,” she said.

Over the years, Susan has been in-
spired by the relief printing (lino and 
wood block) work of artists, Cressida 
Campbell, Margaret Preston, Hilke Ma -
cIntyre, Angie Lewin and Jane Walker.

“They are among my favourites,” she 
said.

Since 2003 Susan has taken part in 
multiple art exhibitions, both local, state 
and overseas.

She works also feature in the CQUni-
versity Art Collection, the Biloela Region -
al Art Gallery Collection, and in private 
collections in Australia and overseas.

Susan’s informative and illustrated 
address will follow ADFAS Rockhampton 
Inc’s annual general meeting at 10.30am 
on Saturday, 28 November, at Frenchville 
Sports Club, Clifton Street, North Rock -
hampton.

Susan is also donating a piece of her 
beautiful work to be raffled on the day, 
and a plated morning tea will follow her 
address.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions book -
ings are essential. Please email ADFAS 
secretary Janet Gentle on janet.gentle@
gmail.com or phone Bernadette Hunt on 
0438 642 778.

Susan Head will be special guest 
speaker at the ADFAS Rockhampton Inc, 
AGM meeting.
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Oak Tree Retirement Village at Barmaryee Road, 
Yeppoon held a Seniors Expo at the village re-
cently  - although due to Covid it was a mini 
expo with a limited number of stallholders. 

Village manager Jenny Brown said there 
had been a good response the public in atten -
dance.

“The aim of the expo is to give not only our 
residents  but the public a one-stop shop for 
information on the day,” she said.

“Some of our stallholders were Hearing 
Australia, Envigor Care Services, Livingstone 
Shire Community Centre, Bra-ology and the 
QCWA to name a few.”

Entry was free and there were some very 
excited winners in the lucky door prizes which 
where drawn throughout the day. 

“We are hoping that we will be able to hold 
our Normal Seniors Expo in August 2021 which 
normally has over 40 stalls.  So please keep 
your eye out for it,” Ms Brown said.

Oak Tree hosts a mini expo for seniors
Oak Tree Retirement Village’s Seniors Expo was open to residents and the public.

Renie Vaughan at Oak Tree’s Seniors Expo.

Sandra Harris at Oak Tree’s Seniors Expo.

By Abby Hayes, Tanby Garden Centre 

The war on plastic is nothing new for the lo -
cals of Capricornia; we meticulously clean our 
beaches, we treasure our reef, and we carry our 
keep cups with pride.

As we turn away from plastic and search for 
guilt-free alternatives, we wonder if there will 
ever be a safe and non-destructive method of 
single-use anything.

We know plastic is the enemy, but it seems 
paper isn’t much better in terms of deforesta -
tion and the devastation of thousands of ani -
mal habitats.

The eco-warriors at Tanby Garden Centre 
have leapt towards total sustainability by in -
troducing an all-natural, compostable and 100 
per cent paper-free alternative to plastic water 
bottles. iamnotpaper is an Australian initiative 
that takes agricultural waste that would oth -
erwise be disposed of and transforms it into 
PlantPulp. 

PlantPulp consists of leftover wheat stems, 
husks and straw, textiles, flax fibre crops, and 
the list goes on. The result is a plastic-free, pa-
per-free, tough and biodegradable cup.

Recycling only goes so far, and it takes a 
whole lot of water and chemicals to complete 
the process.

These revolutionary cups can be compos -
ted at home, and they only take around eight 
weeks to completely break down.

Then they can go back into the soil and the 
cycle continues. This means no pollution in 
our waterways, no unnecessary waste, and no 
risk to our animals.

Tanby Garden Centre led the way when we 
phased out plastic shopping bags.  We’re mak-
ing our business paperless, and now we’re 
phasing the plastics out of our drink fridge and 
Coffee Hub.

For more information go to iamnotpaper.
com.

Paper-free options

Tanby Garden Centre has introduced an all-
natural, compostable and 100 per cent paper-
free alternative to plastic water bottles.
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green
brothers

SERVING THE LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES  

SINCE 1967

12460926-ACM37-20

Corner William and Alma 
Streets, Rockhampton

Phone 4927 3088
www.greenbrothers.com.au

For all your musical needs

CQ Today reader shares some cracking nature snaps

These green ants moving a caterpillar are on the fence at Noel Sawtell’s house at Tungamull. A Brahminy kite chick, sometimes mistaken for a Whistling Kite.  Pictures: NOEL SAWTELL

BIRDS IN 
OUR WORLD
KEITH IRELAND

Disruptive 
year for U3A
U3A Rockhampton and District Inc Update 
U3A Rockhampton and District Inc was estab -
lished in 1987 to facilitate active minds and 
bodies in older people, through the many ac -
tivities and courses that are offered are run by 
members.

The club has a membership approaching 
500 people. 

During 2019, the club had over 30 activities 
available to members.

However, this year has been very disruptive 
and it has been very difficult to maintain any 
of our activities and meetings.

The good news is that, at present, there are 
13 activities that are available for our mem -
bers to attend. Please note that you must be a 
member to participate in these activities.

The website lists all of activities, newslet -
ters, membership enquires, and other links to 
important items, to assist members, and any -
one interested in joining U3A.

Looking to a positive future, the club in -
tends to have an Activities Expo on the first 
Monday of February 2021.  This will provide 
an opportunity for the various activity groups 
to showcase what they do for members and 
guests.

Government regulations existing at that 
time will determine how we are able to present 
this expo.

Please enquire through the contacts listed 
below as U3A moves forward to a new and ex-
citing 2021.

Information is available at www.u3arock -
hampton.org.au

Contact can be made through the secretary 
at u3arockhampton@hotmail.com

The postal address is PO Box 8160 Allen-
stown 4700.
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The nankeen kestrel doesn’t actually build a 
nest preferring to use hollows in trees like the 
one pictured, dug out areas in the side of a cliff, 
ledges of buildings or even abandoned nests of 
other birds.

While walking across an open piece of 
ground, looking for birds one day, I was fortu -
nate enough to see a nankeen kestrel enter a 
hollow in the side of a high dead tree.

I guessed it was nesting when it didn’t come 
out again immediately.

There was no way to get high enough for 
good photography without getting scaffolding 
and erecting it nearby.

I contacted a photography friend of mine 
who was only too pleased to join me, so we 
built our structure from the ground upwards.

At the top, we made a platform to sit on and 
enclosed this with bags and hessian as well as 
place a roof over our heads.

I was able to keep an eye on the nest over 
the next couple of weeks and finally, saw one 
of the adults bringing food back.

 The following weekend we started.
Climbing to the top of the scaffold wasn’t 

easy.
One of us had to climb up first, lower a rope 

to which one lot of photo gear could be tied 
and pulled up.

After the second case was up, my mate 
could then come up as well.

We knew the first time one of the parents 

Kestrel a challenge

The nankeen kestrel preferring to use hollows in trees instead of a nest.

arrived that we wouldn’t be getting any pho -
tos of them with the babies. The hollow must 
have dropped well down into the trunk so the 

babies were always out of sight.
We did get some great photos of the parents 

at the opening so that would have to be a plus. 
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Every Saturday
Yeppoon Community Markets, 6am to 10am, 
Park Street Yeppoon
The Yeppoon Community Market is held 
each Saturday morning at the Yeppoon Show -
grounds from 6am to 10am.

Arrive early for your choice the freshest lo -
cal fruit and vegetables the Capricorn Coast 
has to offer.
Every Sunday
Kern Arcade Car Park Markets, 114 East 
Street, 7am to noon, Rockhampton
The Arcade Car Park Markets are held every 
Sunday and have a variety of stall, local fresh 
fruit and veggies, and good range of organic 
fruit and exotic fruits, locally made cakes and 
biscuits, chutneys and preserves, jewellery, 
bric-a-brac, ladies and children’s fashions, col -
lectable coins and notes, plants, and timber 
craft. A recent addition to the markets is or -
ganic pork, beef and dairy products, and for a 
relaxing change try reflexology.

There is plenty of free parking covered and 
uncovered in and around the market. There 
are also two other floors above the markets to 
park free of charge. The Kern Arcade shops are 
also open for trading every Sunday.

Access to the Markets is via Bolsover Street 
or East Street, Rockhampton.

Tram Rides at Archer Park Rail Museum
Sundays are made for rest and relaxation, 

so come into Archer Park Rail Museum for a re -
laxing ride on the Purrey Tram between 10am 
and 1pm.
Friday, November 20
Jazz Meets the Symphony, Pilbeam Theatre
Whether you like jazz or classical music, make 
sure you are in the audience for Jazz Meets the 
Symphony, the ultimate fusion of both styles, 
at the Pilbeam Theatre.

The double bill line-up features the Rock -
hampton Symphony Orchestra and the inau -
gural performance of the newly formed RSO 
Jazz big band.

From the toe-tapping tunes of Louis Arm -
strong, Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington to 
jazzy film and TV themes, you’ll surely recog -
nise and love every single number.

More than 50 talented musicians from 
Rockhampton will take to the stage under the 
baton of Guest Conductor Owen Clarke and 
band leadership of local jazz guru, Ross Mc-
Intyre.

Presented by Rockhampton Regional Coun -
cil and Rockhampton Symphony Orchestra, 
this project is supported by the Queensland 
Government through Arts Queensland.

Jazz meets the Symphony will be performed 
at the Pilbeam Theatre on Friday 20 November 
at 7.30pm. Tickets are $45 for adults, with con -

cessions available. Pay-Your-Age: Patrons aged 
26 years and under pay $1 per year of age. Con-
ditions apply.

Tickets are on sale from the Pilbeam The-
atre Box Office, phone 4927 4111 and online at 
www.seeitlive.com.au
Friday and Saturday, 20-21 November
Air Beats featuring Sheppard, Blaine Park 
Gladstone
They wowed crowds at the AFL grand final, 
and now Brisbane band Sheppard are on their 
way to Gladstone.

Sheppard stormed onto the Australian and 
international music scene in 2014 with num -
ber-one hit Geronimo from their debut album 
Bombs Away. But the band reached arguably 
the pinnacle of their career on Saturday, 24 
October, when they played the first half-time 
grand final show since 2012.

The band is set to rock Gladstone’s Blain 
Park on 20-21 November as the headline act 
of Air Beats, an open-air concert presented by 
Gladstone Regional Council.

Joining Sheppard will be Hayley Marsten, 
who returns home to Gladstone following the 
release of her 2019 debut album Spectacular 
Heartbreak, which has been streamed almost 
500,000 times.

Other local musicians include Chris Bax 
Trio, Jason O’Hara, Nathan Bedford, Jack & 
Jacinta, Smiley n Wayno Duo, Thomo and Wal 
Duo and Chris Schofield.

Running from 6pm-11pm across both 
nights, tickets for the all ages event will go on 
sale from 9am on Friday, 30 October, with pric -
es starting from $110 per beat box, ranging up 
to $200 per box depending on location.

To secure your very own ‘beat box’, visit 

www.gladstoneentertainment.com
Saturday, 21 November
Daryl Braithwaite live on Great Keppel 
Island, Great Keppel Island Hideaway
Aussie music legend Daryl Braithwaite is com -
ing to play on GKI! Save the date for Saturday 
21 November. Live music from 3pm to mid -
night, the venue will be closed off for ticket 
holders only from 3pm.
Sunday, 22 November
Causeway Lake Markets, Causeway Lake
The Causeway Lake Markets are held on the 
fourth Sunday of every month from 10am to 
12pm at Causeway Lake, at the northern end 
of the causeway. The stalls have a variety of 
fresh fruit and vegetables and other home -
made products.
Saturday, 28 November
Community Christmas Tree
The Anglican Parish of Keppel is getting ready 
for its annual Community Christmas Tree Fes -
tival to be held at St James Anglican Church, 15 
Housden Place, Taranganba, Yeppoon on Sat-
urday, 28 November, from 4pm to 8pm. Gold 
coin entry with Christmas Tree displays, re -
freshments available, children’s activities and 
entertainment, raffles and stalls.

This festival is an opportunity for individu -
als, groups, organisations or businesses to en-
ter free a decorated tree.

Prizes for the Best Traditional and Novelty 
Christmas Tree. Everyone is welcome to come 
along, add your tree to those on display catch 
the “Christmas Spirit” in preparation for the 
celebration of the Nativity of Jesus at Christ -
mas and enjoy an evening of laughter, music 
and happiness. Inquiries Jan on 0419 837 827 
or Colleen on 0474 265 485.

Sunday, 6 December
Fig Tree Creek Markets, Ross Creek 
Roundabout, Yeppoon
Fig Tree Creek Markets are organised by Kep-
pel Coast Arts and held on the first Sunday 
each month, adjacent to the Capricorn Coast 
Tourist Information Centre at Ross Creek 
Roundabout, Yeppoon.

Fig Tree Creek Markets stallholders display, 
demonstrate and sell unique, handmade, lo -
cally designed, home baked and home grown 
products. Celebrate the local creativity and en -
joy live entertainment each month.

Proceeds from the stallholders fees collect -
ed also help KCA in other arts related activities 
within the community.
Sunday, 20 December
Emu Park Markets, Bell Park, 8.30am until 
noon, Emu Park
Emu Park Picnic Markets are organised by the 
Emu Park Lions and held on the third Sunday 
of every month from 8.30am until noon at Bell 
Park. Emu Park Picnic Markets have over a hun-
dred stalls providing a wide range of new and 
used goodies. Grab yourself some usual market 
bargains like fresh produce, plants, preserves, 
craft, novelty items, art, and woodwork. 

ENTERTAINMENT  CQToday.com.au 

Entertainment WHAT’S ON IN CQ

What’s happening in CQ 

Sheppard is performing at Air Beats in 
Gladstone.

Don’t miss Jazz Meets the Symphony at Rockhampton’s Pilbeam Theatre.
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Donations & proceeds 
support

Girls Time Out

���������������
WEDNESDAY 9 DECEMBER 7PM 

Adults $12, Concessions $8 

��������
�
SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER 7PM 

Visit website for details 

www.seeitlive.com.au 
Ph 4927 4111

DUE TO COVID 19, SOME ASPECTS OF CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT HAVE CHANGED.  
VISIT SEEITLIVE.COM.AU FOR IMPORTANT EVENT INFORMATION.
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When going through a separation, it’s very 
common for one party to reside in the matri -
monial home and for the other party to leave.

If you remain in the property, it’s reasonable 
that you would like to maintain your privacy 
and stop your ex-partner from accessing the 
property. Whether you can stop them is a dif -
ferent question.

The answer as to whether you can change 
the locks on the property you are living in can 
depend on who legally owns the property.
If the property is rented
You would need to obtain your landlord’s per -
mission before doing anything to the property.

Landlords, however, cannot unreasonably 
withhold their consent. You may be obligated 
to provide a spare key to the landlord or any 
other tenants if you change the locks.
The property is owned by one party
If you own the property you have the right to 
change the locks. If the property is owned by 
your ex-partner you would need to seek their 
consent before changing the locks or at least 
ask them to return their key.
The property is owned by both parties jointly
Both owners have the right to change the 
locks. However, if you change the locks, your 
ex-partner is entitled to regain access to the 
property without your consent.
Can the court step in?
The courts have the power to decide on who 
is to live in the property. They will look at the 
reason as to why you want to change the locks 

before making an order for sole occupancy. It 
will be important to consider whether the oth -
er party has anywhere else to live or whether 
they’ve have already moved out. Arrange -
ments around the collection of their property 
from the residence will need to be addressed.

If there are safety concerns for any occu-

pant or concerns as to damage to property a 
court will take this seriously.

A Magistrates Court has the power to assign 
sole occupancy to one party during domestic 
violence proceedings through an ouster order.

The Family Courts also can make decisions 

about who occupies the property - either in 
the short term or permanently.

If a court has given an order to this effect, 
you can change the locks regardless of whether 
you own the property or not. If you are renting 
you still need to discuss this with your land -
lord. 

 CQToday.com.au  NEWS

Can I change the locks?

Following divorce it is reasonable that you would like to maintain your privacy and stop your ex-partner from accessing the property. 

FAMILY 
LAW
WITH PAULA PHELAN
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Interesting photographs show birdlife with attitude

Nankeen kestrel.

Kookaburra.Reader Malcolm Wells shared interesting snaps of local birdlife. Pictured is an osprey.

NEWS  CQToday.com.au 

Real estate
is booming
By Jackie Dobson 

The real estate marketing is booming on the 
Capricorn Coast, so much so that agents can-
not keep up with demand. 

Professionals Principal Kev Doolan said it 
was almost as if people have started to panic 
buy. 

“We’ve had numerous people from south -
ern states buying houses, land, units and rural 
properties,” he said.

“Unfortunately, however, there is an acute 
shortage of stock due to the interest rates be-
ing so low. 

“We’re having trouble getting listings as 
people are holding onto their investment 
properties.

“They’re not selling because they have no -
where to reinvest their money to get an earn -
ing.”

Mr Doolan said the rental market vacancy 
rate was also zero. 

“If we put a property online, we’d receive at 
least 20 applications overnight. 

“People are continually calling and email -
ing asking about rentals.” 

Rental prices have also gone up significant -
ly in the last 12 months. 

“In Zilzie Bay, for example, rents have gone 
from $260 to $380 per week.” 

Mr Doolan said people from other areas are 
coming here because property prices have been 
far too low and they’re situated on the coast.

“The market is very strong and there is an 
acute abundance of buyers.” 

Mr Doolan believes house prices will sta -
bilise as there are quite a number of projects 
happening in the area. 

“We’ve got Rockhampton Ring Road, Stana-
ge Bay Road Upgrade and Great Keppel Island 
Redevelopment, to name a few. 

“There is an abundance of work here.” 
Pinnacle Wealth Solutions CEO Tony Beard-

more said he’d been coming up to Central 
Queensland for work for the past 12 years. 

“We started getting more and more of our 
business up here, rather than on the Gold 
Coast, and we started to seriously consider 
purchasing,” he said.

“We started to think about where we would 
go if we were to move up here and one of the 
areas that really stuck out was the Capricorn 
Coast.

“We looked at projected growth in the area, 
we looked at the potential opportunities avail-
able and we looked at housing prices and how 
they’re undervalued.

“The area is a hidden gem. 
“Obviously the house prices have moved up 

since January/February when we first made 
our move, but they are still very under priced 
in comparison to elsewhere.

“At the Gold Coast, it used to take me 15, 20, 
30 minutes to get out of my apartment block 
just to get down the road. 

“Here, there are no traffic lights, you can be 
in town in a few minutes, the shopping centres 
are close by, there are three golf courses I can 
choose from and there are a number of beach -
es just up the road. 

“We have fallen in love with the place,” he 
said.

Professionals Principal Kev Doolan said the 
market is very strong and there is an acute 
abundance of buyers.
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An opulent custom-designed master-planned
property. Luxurious4 bedroom main residence.
Expansive outdoor entertainment area, 150,000L
custom concrete pool& spa, detached pool house
with separate1 bedroom self-contained villa, timber
deck& 4-bay shed with multiple storage lofts.
Powered 4.5m high, 6mx 12m Caravan shed.

� � ���� ���� ������ �� ��� FOR SALE
$1,595,000
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D � G �������

Offering 6 x generously sized1 bedroom units
presenting the perfect investment opportunity.
Each Unit with an average size of 118m2 featuring:
Open plan kitchen, lounge, dining with A/C, 1
bedroom with built-in, Study nook. Well established
gardens throughout grounds. All6 units are
currently tenanted

�� ������ ��� ���� ��� ���� FOR SALE
$1,290,000
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D � G �����

This spacious home has been thoughtfully designed
to accommodate the whole family. Offering spacious
living areas& generously sized rooms. Master suite
upstairs boasting an ensuite with spa bath, WIR, A/C
& it’s own private balcony. 5th bedroom features
WIR, ensuite& A/C. Fully fenced backyard with side
access& 6mx6m 2 bay shed

�� ����� � � ����� ������ FOR SALE
$550,000
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � G �����

The only residential allotments available on Kemp
Beach now with connected sewage, underground
power, landscaping anda grassed beach access
walking track! Level and easy to build on. All 3
allotments are 883m2 with 22m frontages close to
Rosslyn Bay Restaurant and the Keppel Bay Marina.

���� ������� ������� ������� FOR SALE
$385,000 each
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D � G �����

This property has been beautifully designed to take
advantage of the views, coastal breezes& offers
space for the entire family. Floor area of 640m2 &
3m ceilings throughout. Beautifully presented& well
established gardens area true feature to the outside
of this home. Beachfront properties like this come up
often so it’sa must to inspect.

�� ����� ������ ������ FOR SALE
Offers Over $2,200,000 Considered
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D � G �������

A feel-good comfortable family home with some
lovely features& something for everyone. Detached
Studio Apartment, absolute water frontage, large
manicured yard& even your own boat ramp. 4
bedrooms with an ensuite& WIRto the main & an
office. Enjoy the relaxed lifestyle in this beautiful
waterfront home

� � ����� ������ ������ ����� FOR SALE
$749,000
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D � G �����

You will get it all RIGHT HERE! This home features
a study & an open plan kitchen/ lounge/dining.
Spacious kitchen with two pac finish& breakfast
bar. The pool is in impressive& will be the centre of
all your entertaining with lush landscapes& a fully
fenced yard witha 2 bay powered shed.A sense of
enjoyment& the relaxed lifestyle.

�� ����� ������ ������ FOR SALE
Offers Over $490,000 Considered
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au

��� ��� � A � B � D G �����

This charming little cottage is more spacious than
you might think. Sitting high ona beautifully quiet
street it’s filled with character and amazing sea
views off the main bedroom’s veranda. Polished
floorboards upstairs. Large back patio ideal for
entertaining

�� ������ ������� ��� ���� FOR SALE
$349,000
INSPECT
BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT
Kevin Doolan - 0408 192 883
kev@professionalsemupark.com.au
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On Remembrance Day, Gracemere and Dis-
trict RSL Sub Branch Inc. culminated two 
years of a project with a ceremony involving 
the planting of a Gallipoli Pine Tree to com -
memorate the 100th anniversary of the end of 
World War I.

All the local schools were involved, and MP 
Barry O’Rourke and Cr Ellen Smith were there 
to help the children and several other people 
“turn the soil”. 

In 2019, a plaque was made with the idea 
that it would eventually be mounted at the 
base of the tree, so the sub branch invited Mr 
O’Rourke back on Remembrance Day 2019 for 
the unveiling of the plaque - unmounted.

This year, the sub branch held a Tree Nam-
ing Competition, the winner of which was to 
be named on ANZAC Day, but due to Covid-19 
regulations the presentation was postponed to 
Remembrance Day.

Jack Sheridan from Westwood State School 
was the overall winner with the name “Gal -
akubra”. The best entries from the other four 
schools were Yelayna Schmid from Stanwell 
State School, Isabella Armstrong from Grace-
mere State School, Katie Murray from Wara -
burra State School, and Oliver Stewart from St 
Paul’s Primary School. 

All the children were presented with a win -
ner’s certificate plus a medalet, which is a rep -
lica of one which was produced for distribu -
tion in 1919 when the peace treaty was signed.

The original medalet was in recognition for 
the role all children played in helping the war 
effort by collecting recyclable material, and 
knitting socks for the men at the front. Dis -
tribution of this medalet was tasked to those 
responsible for organising peace celebrations 
in their state, however these celebrations were 
hampered by the Spanish Flu epidemic, as well 
as a national seaman’s strike causing insuffi -
cient coal which in turn created power short -
ages.

School children up to the age of 14 years old 
(or 16 years old if war veterans’ children) were 
presented with their medalets by their head -
master and pre-schoolers were presented by 
the mayor. 

As well as Jack being presented with his cer-
tificate and medalet, his name and the tree’s 
name are displayed on a small plaque on a 
plinth.  The beautiful sandstone plinth was 
most generously donated by Reece Gough of 
Capricorn Sandstone Quarries, Stanwell for 
which the sub-branch are most appreciative. 
They are also grateful to Tom Wyatt for his 
donation of the tree which is now just visible 
above the plinth. If you visit the site, you will 
see the plaque inset into the top of the plinth 
relating to the history of the tree. 

Remembrance Day at the

10 year old Jack Sheridan from Westwood State School, is flanked by 
members of 31/42RQR Rockhampton.

Marion Locke wearing an original poppy which 
belonged to her father who fought in World War 
II, before she laid it on the cenotaph to pay her 
respects for her father’s service.

Steve Robinson, President, Gracemere and District RSL Sub Branch, Tony 
Harris, our Sub Branch Ceremonial Coordinator with Rob Lang, Rats of 
Tobruk Association. 

Bob Holmes, Cockscomb Veterans Retreat, Jim Fern, Emu Park RSL sharing camaraderie with Pipe Sgt Jason Smithwick of CQ Pipes and Drums.

Catafalque Party from 31/42RQR Rockhampton present arms during Rouse while Anthony Egretz, 1st CQ Light Horse Regiment raises the flag.
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Group of ex-servicemen, partners and volunteers at the Gracemere RSL 
Remembrance Day Service.

Wayne Cowie and Dave Britten, both Gracemere RSL, catching up with 
Anthony Egretz (Dave and Anthony are in 1st CQ Light Horse Regiment).

Students from Stanwell State School pay their respects after laying a 
wreath at Gracemere’s Remembrance Day Service.

Councilor Ellen Smith laying a wreath on behalf of Rockhampton Regional 
Council at Gracemere and District RSL Sub Branch Remembrance Day 
Service.

Steve Robinson, President, Gracemere and 
District RSL Sub Branch talking with “Bas” 
Soper, our Sub  Branch Welfare Officer.

Councillor Ellen Smith pictured with Rob and Glenda Cahill from Mount 
Morgan.

Old friends catch up - Brendan Connor, 1st CQ 
Light Horse Regiment and Rob Lang, Rats of 
Tobruk Association.

Lois Collins and Eileen Russell with Gracemere CWA ladies, Colleen Howkins, Christine McKenzie and Margaret Laughton.
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Gracemere sub branch
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Adopt-A-Family Christmas Appeal 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS FESTIVE SEASON

2020 has been a tough year for many Central Queenslanders, and Christmas can be a dif�cult 
time for families doing it tough. 

This year you can make a difference and brighten the lives of local families by sharing in the spirit 
of the season! Support the Adopt-A-Family for Christmas Appeal, and you will have the chance to 
make a real difference to a local family facing �nancial hardship or social dislocation.

  

Who Can Help
�: Individuals 
�: Families 
�: Businesses
�: Clubs 
�: Schools
�: Workplaces
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1. M, B7, G3
3. M, G13
7. AM
8. AF
9. M, G6
10. M, AM
11. AF
13. AF
14. AF
15. M, B16
16. M, G12, B9, B6, G2
20. AM
23. AF
25. M, G7, G6, B4, 

G newborn
26. AF
28. AF
33. AM
35. AF
38. AF
41. AM, AF
42. AF
44. M, G9, G7, G6, B3
46. M, D
47. M, D, G15, B11, G4
48. M, G7, B7
49. AM
51. M, B4

52. AF
53. AM
54. M, B7
55. AM
56. AF
57. D, M, B8, G7, B5, G5, 

B4
58. AM
59. M, D, G14, B11, G8, G7
60. M, B16, B14, g10
61. M, G14
62. M, G13, B7
63. M, D, G13, G13

1. AF 
4. M, B1, G5, G3
6. AM
7. AM
8. AM 
9. AF
11. AF
12. M, B11, G9, G5
14. M, D, G11, G9, G1
15. M, B8, G12, G6, G2

17. M, D, B4, B2
19. M, B17, B15, B12
20. M, D, G18mths, 

G6mths
21. GM, GD, AM, B7, B5, 

B3
22. M, B13, G14
23. M, G13, B10, B6, B4, 

B2, B6mths 

Key: M - Mum; D - Dad; GM - Grandmother; GD - Grandfather; AM - Adult Male; AF - Adult Female; B - Boy & G - Girl

Anglicare Rockhampton  
Contact Joan Peters 4926 0173 or 0412 452 641

St Vincent De Paul  
Contact for Adoption is: 0438 178 284

Anglicare Gladstone  
Contact Bianca or Rosita 4970 6100

How to Help
Keep an eye out each week in CQ Today 
for an update of family list.

Then get in touch with the charity that 
nominated them  to �nd out what you 
can do to make their Christmas truly 
memorable. 

9. D, AF
10. D, B15
12. M, B1
13. M, B1
16. M, G15, B14, B6
21. M, B9, B8, B5, G2
24. M, D, G10, B8, B6, B3
27. M, B14, G6
32. M, GM, G14
34. M, G14, G13, B9, G5, G3

35. M, B13
36. M, B17, G8
38. M, D, G15, B9, G6, B5
45. M, GD, G15, G15, B8, 

B7, B5
47. M, D, G15, B14, G8, B5, G2
48. M, G16, B15, G13, B7, B5, 

B3, G2
50. M, D, G15, B14, B12, G9
51. M, D, G16, G3

52. M AF, G8, B7
55. AF, G15, B15
59. M, AF, B3
64. M, AF, G2, B2
67. M, B1
68. M, G2, B3mths
69. D, M, G9, G7, G5
70. M, B8, B5, G3, G1
71. M, D, G16, G8, B8, G7
72. M, D, G11, G10, G3, B1

73. D, AM, G14, G6, G5, B3
74. M, G4
75. D, G5, B4, B2, B2, G2
78. D, AF, AM, G18, G15
79. M, AF, GM, B6, G11
80. M, AF, AF, GM, B1
81. M, AM, G16, G15
82. GM, B7, B5, G 4mths
83. M, B17, G5
84. M, D, B 6mths
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CONSUMER ADVICE (P) Pre-school (C) Children (PG) Parental Guidance Recommended (M) Mature Audiences (MA15+)  Mature Audiences Only (AV15+) Extreme Adult Violence (R) Repeat (a) Adult themes (d) Drug references (h) Horror (s) Sex references (l)  Language (m) Medical procedures (n) Nudity (v)  Violence. 
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Adopt-A-Family Christmas Appeal 
Keep an eye out in CQ Today for family lists 12
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$42m sport boost

By Liam Emerton 

After almost a decade of petitioning, applica-

tions and hard work the Rocky Sports Club 

stadium upgrade was of ficially announced on 

Monday with the Federal Government provid-

ing $23 million to the local sports club. 

The grant was secured by One Nation Par-

ty leader Pauline Hanson and Capricorn MP 

Michelle Landry with support thrown in by 

Rockhampton City Council and Capricorn En-

terprise.  

The upgrade will bring forward an econom-

ic boom in the tow n through construction, sta-

dium jobs and sporting events. 

It is projected that the site, on the Rocky 

Sports Club grounds, will provide $4 2 million 

to the economy in the construction of the sta-

dium alone. 

That will be complimented when the sta-

dium is completed, in about 18 months, by 

about 80 jobs in which the club will aim to hire 

locals. 

From the completion of the venue, the 

club will be looking to host state and national 

sports carnivals that can be spread across the 

site’s five grounds. 

Those carnivals alone could bring millions 

of dollars to the local economy. 

The Rocky Sports Club has already had keen 

interest from a state soccer carnival which is 

looking for a new home. 

The project includes a new function room, 

the biggest in Rockhampton, whi ch will hold 

up to 1000 people, doubling the size of any 

other venue’s capacity in the town.

Rocky Sports Club general manager Jack 

Hughes said it will provide a great boost for the 

town. 
“The council have seen this as the sports 

entertainment precinct,” he said. 

“Being a rectangular field it will host those 

rectangular sports, league, hockey, soccer, 

union, touch football and all those sports 

which we can hold here.

“We will be able to host state and national 

events with the fields around us. 

“Rocky has been skipped previously be-

cause we don’t have the infrastructure for it.

“And the money that these events bring in 

is phenomenal.

“We haven’t had a state soccer carnival here 

for 18 years and we’ve had one event that said 

they’ll come here which brings 4500 people 

here for a week. 

“Which brings $4  to 5 million to the econo-

my with just one event.”

The benefits of the new stadium will stretch 

far beyond tho se who are involved with a sport.

“The sums that we’ve done say that it will 

bring $10s of millions a year through sport-

ing, entertainment and business events,” Mr 

Hughes said. 

“You can’t have an event in Rocky with over 

500 people who can sit down for a dinner, 

there’s no venue that can host that.

“This new 1000 seat event centre will be 

able to cater to those big events that Rocky has 

been skipped over previously.”

The concern from Rockhampton MP Barry 

O’Rourke is that the field is currently built on a 

flood plain and that it will be constructed on a 

former landfill site. 

Mr Hughes responded to those comments 

and said the project plans involve a one-way 

valve flood drainage system which will combat 

the flood threat and that many high-tech sta-

diums have been built on landfill sites before 

this project. 

“Paul Hollihan and Barry O’Rourke ha ve 

gone on the attack which is pretty disappoint-

ing when it’s just a community project,” Mr 

Hughes said.

 

Continued page 4

Mark Berry from Berry Good Produce, Reg Brook from Parkhurst Quality Meats and Theresa Cross from Brumby’s Bakery have had enough of 

roadworks impacting business at Parkhurst Town Centre.

By Matthew Pearce 

Business owners at Parkhurst Town Cen-

tre say months of roadworks as part of the 

Rockhampton Northern Access Upgrade 

have created chaos at the centre.

Parkhurst Quality Meats owner Reg 

Brook said the roadworks ha d impacted lo-

cal residents as well as businesses, with a 

last minute concreting job on Saturday the 

final straw.

“They were impeding traffic on one of 

our busiest days, which is Saturday morn-

ing, they said it’s the best time, but it’s the 

best time for them not for us,“ he said. 

“They were concreting a median strip, a 

traffic island in the middle of the road, that 

should have been a nightshift job when 

there’s no traffic.”

Mr Brook said the whole situation was a 

“shambles”.

 
For the full story, turn to Page 4
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Doblo’s  
running
By Matthew Pearce 
Well-known businessman Dominic Doblo will run for the seat of Rockhampton at the state election.

CQ Today can exclusively reveal the Doblo’s Farmers Market owner is standing as an inde-pendent at the 31 October poll.Rockhampton is often considered a “safe” Labor seat, but is currently marginal after in-cumbent Barry O’Rourke got over the line in a  close finish in 2017.
Mr Doblo, who owns Doblo’s Farmer s Mar-ket, says he will push for a major infrastructure project to lead to job creation in the region.“It’s all about jobs, jobs, long-term jobs  ...  coal and water that’s what we’ve got here in Central Queensland and that’s what we’ve got to use,” he said.

He said the price of electricity had to be brought down and questioned if we were “playing with the price of power” by running power stations under full capacity.Mr Doblo also says people have lost faith in the Labor Party.
“When I was a kid, the Labor party looked after the workers but the workers are starting to realise now that the Labor Party is not for the workers anymore,” he said. “They’re looking for someone who’s going to create long-term jobs because workers want jobs, and when our kids leave school they want jobs.”

Mr Doblo said he was in favour of con-trolled backburning and the clearing of under-growth ready for fire season.“We’re on a dry  continent and Fairbairn Dam is now under 9 per cent, if we don’t get any rain by Christmas, it’s going to be a disaster.”With Bundaberg’s Paradise Dam being de-constructed due to safety issues, Mr Doblo said he didn’t trust the Labor Party to build the proposed Rookwood Weir.
“The oldest dams in Australia are the Burr-injuck Dam and Cataract Dam in New South 

Wales, they’re over 100 years old and they’re still standing,” he said.
“Under the Beat-tie Government the Paradise Dam was built in 2004 and here it is not even 20 years later and it’s been re-constructed.

Mr Doblo said Rookwood wasn’t big enough to cre-ate massive em-ployment in Central Queensland.
“Rookwood Weir at 60,000 megalitres isn’t going to back up the Fairbairn Dam with CQ’s growth.”
Looking to the example of former Rock-hampton Mayor Rex Pilbeam and former Queensland Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen, Mr Doblo said he would push for infrastruc-ture projects to create long term jobs in Cen-tral Queensland.

“Since those two men left nearly 40 years ago, there’s been no infrastructure built here in Central Queensland, all we’ve done is build roads and they don’t create lon g-term jobs.”Mr Doblo said it was likely the next Queensland Government would be a minority government.
“What made up my mind to run was about eight to 10 weeks ago when I saw the betting results from the bookmakers had (Premier) Annastacia Palaszczuk and (LNP leader) Deb Frecklington at $1.85 and $1.90.“That’s a close election and I though t, if there’s a big chance of an independent holding the balance of power that could be Dominic Doblo.”
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Thursday, 1 October, 2020

The Yeppoon Swans AFL First Grade team will aim to make history this Saturday at Swan Park. 
The squad will be looking to win their 89th consecutive game, a national AFL re-cord.
The Swans tied the record last week and this week, in the AFL Capricornia grand final, the team will need to defeat B.I.T.S Saints in order to make history.And that potentially record-breaking 

contest is just the icing on the cake with a massive day of grand finals set to take place. The day kicks off with the Under-13.5s at 8.30am followed by the Under 15.5s at 9.50am, the Under-17.5s beginning at 11.30am, Reserve Grade at 1.10pm  and the Women’s contest at 3.10pm with First Grade beginning at 5.15 sharp.
Tickets are available to pre-purchase. Team poster on pages 28 and 29

Swans team eyes history

The Yeppoon Swans senior playing group: Captain Matt Wallin, Nathan Milburn, Leigh 
Cossens, Michael Gallagher, Eli Wells and Alex Chapman.

12464543-DL41-20
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No. 003

No. 003 No. 003

������
1 Concert�(3)
3 Clari�cation�(11)
9 Another time�(5)
10 City in New York�(9)
11 Group of organisms�(7)
12 US state�(7)
13 Cut�(5)
15 Periods before elections�(9) 
17 Left behind�(9)
18 Water birds�(5)
20 Very outdated�(7)
22 Sickness�(7)
24 Eviction�(9)
25 — pole�(5)
26 Pharmaceuticals�(11)
27 Finish�(3)

����
1 Spectacles�(7)
2 Neighbour of Mexico�(9)
3 Listlessness�(5)
4 Components�(5)
5 Celebrated�(9)
6 Citizens of the US�(9)
7 Preamble (colloq)�(5)
8 Winners at Hastings in 1066�(7)
14 Related to pressurised water 

systems�(9)
15 Recruit�(9)
16 Promise�(9)
17 City in California�(7)
19 Cooked with water vapour�(7)
21 Mythical 

shooter of 
lovers�(5)

22 “I don’t 
know” 
(colloq)�(5)

23 Places�(5)

�������
QUICK CROSSWORD

DECODER WORDFIT

9-LETTER WORD

5x5 QUICK QUIZ

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, every number from 
1 to 9 must appear in: each of the nine vertical 
columns, each of the nine horizontal rows and 
each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes. Remember, no 
number can occur more than once in any row, 
column or box.

No. 003

1 4 5 2

8 9 6 4

7 8 3 6

5 7 4 8 3

8 3 5

6 1

6 7

7 4 5

9 5 6 8 1

easy

8 2 7

7 4 8 1

3 9 2

6 9 8 5

4

2 7 1

7 5 6

3

9 2 7 5

medium

6 7 1

8 5 9 6

1 4 2

8 3

4 3 1

9 6 5

6 9 5

5 7 3

4 9

hard

No. 003

SUDOKU

1  True or false: Namibia shares a 
border with South Africa?

2 Which of the Brontë sisters 
wrote Jane Eyre?

3 Which of these countries was 
not once part of Yugoslavia: 
Macedonia, Serbia or Albania?

4 In 1961, Yuri Gagarin became the 
�rst human to do what?

5 Evan Rachel Wood (pictured) was 
nominated for a Golden Globe 
for her role in which 2003 �lm?

6 The title of which European 
country’s national anthem 
translates in English to  
“A Toast”? 

7 David Bowie gained fame in the 
1970s with his �amboyant alter 
ego named what?

8 What was the name of the sheep 
who was the �rst animal to be 
cloned from an adult somatic 
cell?

9 Lucille Fay LeSueur is the birth 
name of which 1930s actor?

10 True or false: a centipede always 
has 100 legs?
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Using the nine letters in the 
grid, how many words of 
four letters or more can you 
list? The centre letter must 
be included and each letter 
may only be used once. 
No colloquial or foreign 
words. No capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural words 
ending in “s”.
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J

M

U

D

H

A

Z

I

E

O

G

W

S

Y

V

X

C

L

R

N

Q

B

P

T

F

K

Insert the missing letters to make  
10 words – �ve reading across the 
grid and �ve reading down.

NOTE: more than one solution may 
be possible

�������	 ƒ„�True. �„�Charlotte Brontë.  
­„�Albania. �„�Travel into outer space.  
�„�Thirteen. �„�Slovenia. ‚„�Ziggy Stardust.  
�„�Dolly. …„�Joan Crawford. ƒ†„�False.
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538641927

972438615

395876241

769285134

413569872

627154389

241397568

856712493

184923756

easy medium

hard

174368952

815926734

782451396

569274183

426837519

641793825

238519647

397145268

953682471

697352184

318549627

781936452

825194376

479263518

962475831

143687295

256718943

534821769

V
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Photo Club’s champions 
By Liam Emerton 

The Rocky Photo Club’s champion of cham -
pion photos have been selected with three 
winners in the Opens, Masters and B Grade 
categories.

It’s been a massive work in progress with 
this year being a challenging year for many 
clubs and organisations throughout the re -
gion, but the club has maintained focus to pro -
duce some of the best work in recent memory. 

The Rocky Photo Club’s three winners were 
Gordon Worley (Opens) with Dune, Emma 
Baynton (B Grade) with Pier into the Distance, 
and Glenda Worley (Masters) with Painted Hills. 

The three sublime photographers had their 
pieces judged along with all the monthly com -
petition winners, second and third places. 

The photographs were judged by three in -
dependent individuals, with a lecturer at CQU 
in Creative and Performing Arts Patrick Con -
nor,  Professional Photographer specialising in 
weddings and real estate photography and a 
past club member Rebecca O’Grady and pro -
fessional photographer specialising in com -
mercial and marketing photography and a 
past club member John Casey choosing from 
the best of the best. 

Rocky Photo Club president Rex Boggs said 
it’s been a great year despite all the disruptions. 

“Even with Covid the number of photos go -
ing into the competitions haven’t changed at 
all,” he said. 

“Often we are still getting around 30 photos, 
especially in the Opens category. 

“The competitions have been good and the 
standard of the photos, according to the judg -
es, was so impressive. 

“They said that it was amazing and to have 
to pick between just one of the photos was ex -
tremely hard.”

Mr Boggs said the judges first went off the 
impressive nature of the photography before 
turning their attention to the smaller details in 
the piece. 

“PSQ, the Photo Society of Queensland 
suggests that the most important thing is the 
‘wow’ factor,” he said. 

“In other words, when you’re looking at 
a photo for the first time does it grab at your 
heartstrings.

“And if it does then that is a good photo, full 
stop. 

“That’s what our judges were doing, so the 
wow factor was number one. 

“In the end, it comes down to the last four 
or five photos and then the judges at that stage 
that’s when they pick out the smaller details. 

“In the end, it usually comes down to slight 
technical differences which can decide which 
is a champion photo compared to that one. 

“The wow factor is number one but the 
technical factors come in at the end.”

Also announced were the most consistent 
photographers throughout the year, Open 
-  Scott Reynolds, B Grade - Emma Baynton, 
and Masters - Greg Tungate all winning their 
categories. 

“We have eight monthly competitions and 
everyone gets a score for an individual month,” 
said Mr Boggs. 

“We used to add it up over the eight months 
and the person with the most points would be 
the winner. 

“But the problem with that was that if some -
one missed a month due to travelling or became 
sick - all of a sudden seven scores are compared 
to eight scores and eight always won. 

“So we changed it last year that you have to 
put photos in for at least five months and if you 
put it in for eight, we took the best scores. 

“So people are still expected to put consis -
tent photos in but you now don’t need to do it 
every month. 

“Emma, Scott and Greg were all great at 
putting photos in and all worthy winners.”  

Opens Champion of Champion Gordon Worley’s piece ‘Dune’.

Masters champion of champions Glenda Worley with Painted Hills.B Grade Champion of Champions Emma 
Baynton with Pier into the Distance.
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Critical graduate program
Five young regional Queenslanders have 
taken the first step in a career in the mining 
industry.

They are the first group of graduate engi -
neers to join Bravus Mining & Resources’ Car -
michael Mine and Rail Project as a part of the 
Future Leaders program with CQUniversity.

Bravus Mining & Resources CEO David Bo-
shoff said he hoped the young people would 
go on to become successful leaders across the 
resources industry.

“We are delighted to welcome the gradu -
ates to our business, especially now when the 
mining industry is helping our regional econo -
mies recover from the impacts of the Covid-19 
pandemic,” Mr Boshoff said.

“This is an amazing opportunity for these 
four civil engineers and one electrical engi -
neer. They will help complete our mine and 
rail project and be part of sending the first 
coal from the Galilee Basin overseas to provide 
energy to people in places like India who may 
have never had access to electricity before.

“Graduate programs like this are critical for 
our organisation, critical for our leadership in 
the industry, and also for our economy during 
these difficult times.”

Nearly 400 graduates applied for the 
unique program, which bolsters the tradi -
tional on-site work experience with a range of 
academic and leadership classwork delivered 

by learning partner CQU.
CQU Dean of Health, Medical and Applied 

Sciences Professor Michelle Bellingan said 
that the partnership helped the university 
with its mission to develop opportunities for 
regional students.

“When we are looking at institutions to 
partner with, it is important that they are like-
minded,” Professor Bellingan said.

“Certainly with this particular program, Bra -
vus has shown they want to grow their leaders, 

who can then support growth in the regions.
“I see this as a win-win combination, and 

certainly a plus for the region.”
The cohort visited site for the first time last 

month to gain an understanding of the Carmi -
chael Project and how they’ll be involved.

Graduate engineer Harmon Singh said see-
ing the project first hand had had a big impact 
on his perceptions of the program.

“When you come out to a mine you think 
everything is going to be done, but then you re -

alise we’re still in construction phase at the mo -
ment and seeing how big everything is, how big 
the equipment is, how much progress they’ve 
made is really inspiring,” Mr Singh said.

“The first six months I’ve been told is going 
to be learning the project and learning what 
everyone’s going to be doing before we get into 
the nitty gritty technical stuff, which is really 
good to get an outside perspective as opposed 
to being stuck behind a desk all day.”

Graduate engineer Jonathon Brennan said 
that combining the academic work and real-
world experience was going to be valuable, 
and something he was looking forward to.

“Seeing how it all comes together and put -
ting everything into place will be quite inter -
esting,” Mr Brennan said.

“Being able to be a part of that process is 
probably the thing that I’m most excited for.”

The graduates went straight onto a seven-
day roster as a part of the program and have 
enjoyed their first taste of mining camp life.

“It’s as good as home,” Mr Singh said.
“You’ve got your own bed and your own 

room, they’ve got a gym there, a lot of the 
things you need to be ready for a day at work.”

The graduate program runs for 18 months, 
with graduates earning credit toward a Masters 
of Business Administration (MBA) while work -
ing in operational and technical roles on site.

Back row, Nakita Nikiteev (rail graduate), Michelle Bellingan Dean - Health, Medical & Applied Sciences, CQU, David Boshoff, CEO, Jonathon Brennan and Harmon Singh (mine graduates).
Kneeling, Brendan Chau and Kenneth Licong (rail graduates).

From left, Jonathon Brennan (graduate), Harmon Singh (graduate) and Beau Denham  
(civil supervisor).
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0> Rockhampton Based Workshop 
Facilities, Fabrication and 
Mechanical repairs

> Multi skilled plant maintenance 
and projects workforce

> Mobile and Workshop 
based Abrasive Blast & 
Paint capabilities

Chauvel Industrial Services
26 Hempenstall Street, Kawana QLD 4701
www.chauvel.com.au | Ph 07 4926 8588
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An Australian-first technology designed by 
Gladstone Ports Corporation (GPC) to improve 
ship-loading operations is rolling out this 
month at the RG Tanna Coal Terminal wharf 
(RGTCT).

GPC’s Operations Systems team have been 
working on the online interactive tool, which 
displays a real-time view of coal loading onto 
vessels.

The technology will feature in GPC’s Digital 
Twin Decision Automation system along with 
60 other digital components, which can track 
movements of trains and dozers as well as com-
municate with customers and record data.

The ship-loading feature shows the vessel 
capacity, with live loading targets and guides 
operators for accurate blending.

It’s expected to streamline the supply chain 
process by giving a real-time view of process-
es to operators, planners, supervisors, and 
agents.

Acting CEO Craig Walker said the technolo-
gy was all part of GPC’s 50-year vision to create 
brighter prospects for future generations and 
maximise trade through the port.

“As Australia’s premier multi-commodity 
we’re always striving to set a global standard,” 
Mr Walker said.

“Our Operations Teams have been con -
tacted by some of the world’s biggest mining 
and technology giants to help them develop a 
similar automation system.

“It’s humbling to see we’re leading the way 
when it comes to port technology and it’s criti -
cal we continue to develop systematic and sus -

tainable technology to facilitate the continued 
growth of trade.”

GPC is using the latest development tools 

allowing the desktop application to be acces -
sible on mobile devices without the need to 
build specialised mobile apps.

As Australia’s premier multi-commodity 
port, GPC is preparing Queensland to take full 
advantage of the future. 

 CQToday.com.au  INDUSTRY TODAY

GPC’s leading technology

GPC’s Operations Systems team have been working on an online interactive tool, which displays a 
real-time view of coal loading onto vessels.

The ship-loading feature shows the vessel capacity, with live loading targets and guides operators 
for accurate blending.

An Australian-first technology is rolling out at the RG Tanna Coal Terminal wharf.

Acting Gladstone Ports Corporation CEO Craig Walker.
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Butler Partners supporting CQ 
Today serving the local community

 Rockhampton: (07) 4927 1400   Gladstone: (07) 4972 2544   Moranbah: (07) 4864 0840

12
45

89
92

-N
G

35
-2

0

INDUSTRY TODAY  CQToday.com.au 

Tank the first of its kind 
By Peter Lynch 

Recently I was the invited to Nu-Tank, in the 
Parkhurst Industrial Estate, on the outskirts 
of North Rockhampton, to watch the instal -
lation of their new ‘A’ shaped overhead crane, 
with a rise in the middle - the first of its kind 
in Australia.

At 30 metres in length, it is fitted with 2x5 
tonne hoists and custom cooling fans.

Weighing 13 tonnes, it was a two crane 
job moving the overhead crane off the semi-
trailer and into the shed, behind Nu-Tank’s 
office.

The overhead crane had to be millimetre 
specially engineered to move over Nu-Tanks 
rather unique tank making machine.  Unique 
in that I learnt that there are only three of 
them in Australia and Nu-Tank was the first in 
Queensland to install one.

Their new tank making machine comple -
ments an existing but smaller machine, mak -
ing Nu-Tank one of, if not the only, poly tank 
manufacturer in Australia to have both ma -
chines at the one site.

The larger machine enables Nu-Tank to 
‘cook’ their tanks, including their big 10,200 
gallon water and molasses tanks, in a com-
puter controlled oven.

Why the big deal about cooking in an 
oven? To my surprise I found out most other 
tank manufacturers make their largest tanks 
over an open flame pit, a bit like camp cook -
ing.

And you know what happens with camp 
cooking if you don’t evenly distribute the heat 
- the walls of your damper are either burnt or 
soft, something you don’t want when holding 
10,200 gallons (nearly 46,000 litres) of that 
most precious liquid asset - water.

It was not just the big 10 twos, as they are 
called in the trade, that can be made in the 
new oven, but cartage tanks, including Aus -
tralia’s biggest single moulded cartage tank, 
able to hold a massive 18,000 litres. 

“This is a market we want to get a bigger 
slice of,” said Nu-Tank managing director Ste -
phen Trail.

Cartage tanks are used by many industries 
including rural, mining and civil construc -
tion. Local Councils being a major cartage 
tank customer. 

“Our challenge is to get the decisionmak -
ers in these industries, including at the Rock -
hampton Regional Council, to start buying 
the local manufactured cartage tanks not 
southern ones,” Steve said.

“We have made the significant investment 
to be able to supply a superior product that 
can hold 400 litres all the way up to 18,000 
litres and they are all produced, along with 
our tanks, feeders and troughs, here at our 
Parkhurst factory.

“We deliver tanks throughout Queensland 
but, with the investment we have made in our 
latest tank making machine and overhead 
crane, we have the capacity to produce more 
tanks and create more jobs.”

To think Rockhampton has one of the big -
gest most modern tank manufacturing plants 

in Australia was certainly an eye-opener to 
me. 

Here is a local owned business that has 

been steadily growing since it stated in 
Parkhurst 12 years ago, investing back into its 
business, including its people, manufactur -

ing arguably the best poly tanks in the world, 
using a rather simple formula of using only 
the world’s best raw materials and machines. 

Nu-Tank managing director Stephen Trail with Gert Burger from NQ Cranes, who installed the overhead crane.

Nu-Tank’s ‘A’ shaped overhead crane, with a rise in the middle, is the first of its kind in Australia.
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Central Queensland

If you are searching for your next BIG 
opportunity, WorkinCentralQueensland.com.au 
is a great place to start and stay connected.

Whether you are looking for a new job yourself,  
or an employer looking to fill a role, this free 
service, provided by Capricorn Enterprise is 
waiting to open your world to new possibilities. 

Infrastructure projects valued at more than 
$4 billion are generating unprecedented 
opportunities for our regional business and 
local workforce in 2020 and beyond. 

Find the ��������
you deserve,  
without relocating 
from the ��������  
you ���� ...

�R FREE Listings

LOCAL Jobs

STAY Connected

�R
�R

Find out more, visit: 
WorkinCentralQueensland.com.au

12466696-SG43-20
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Proudly supporting CQ Today for 
the bene�t of the community

Pneumatic & Hydraulic Supplies and Servicing
1-3 Werribee St Kawana QLD 4701

07 4921 2921  |  www.thehydraulicshop.com.au
12458671-SN37-20

Groeneveld CQ  
servicing Central, Northern  

and Western Queensland

Automatic Lubrication  
Solutions for:

�!��������������������
�!������������������������
�!��������������������������
�!������� ����������������

Groeneveld and Bekamax, 
part of the Timken Group, 

two tried and tested brands  
now under the one roof.

�����������������	��������������������������

0418 744 644
r.ostwald@groeneveld-group.com
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This sculpture of a bull’s horns  is a favourite of Capricorn Sandstone Quarries, who have resisted 
attempts of admirers to buy it.

By Matthew Pearce 

Covid-19 may have hit many businesses hard, 
but Capricorn Sandstone Quarries is nearing 
the end of one of its most successful years. 

The Stanwell company’s product goes to 
state capitals like Brisbane, Sydney and Mel-
bourne and as far afield as Western Australia.

But general manager Reece Gough said the 
local market was where it’s at.

“The last six months have been record 
months for Capricorn Sandstone Quarries, 
with all the subdivisions going ahead which re -
quire sandstone for retaining walls and quarry 
material,” he said.

“I think the HomeBuilder grants have 
spurred land development which has been 
good for us as we supply the land developers.”

Covid has also provided a boost to the inter -
state market.

“In the wealthier suburbs in Sydney they’ve 
been unable to travel so they’re now spending 
that money on their homes, on extensions and 
new builds.”

Capricorn Sandstone’s Power Station Road 
quarry has been in use since the 1880s. The 
business itself has been there for 26 years and 
they’re not looking at going anywhere anytime 
soon. 

“The reserve we’re on is 200 acres, and 
we’ve also got the mountain next door under 
a new mining lease so we’ll be here for many 
more decades to come,” Mr Gough said.

Capricorn Sandstone Quarries supplies a 
wide range of clients including schools, chari -
ties, landscapers, construction and excava -
tion, streetscapes, landscaping companies, 
government projects and parklands.

“Everything here is custom made, from 
a 10mm pebble all the way up to a 10-tonne 
block. We have ranges from landscape quality 
all the way up to AAA restoration grade,” Mr 
Gough said.

Big projects for the company include the 

Queensland Parliament House restoration, the 
Australian-American memorial at Canberra, 
as well as Kirribilli House House and Admiralty 
House in New South Wales.

“My father had quarries down south and 
we first came up here to CQ to look at stone to 
supply the NSW Government to match Sydney 
sandstone,” Mr Gough said.

“The real good quality local stone, the likes 

that built the Customs House, is similar to old 
Sydney sandstone.

“You could say there are little bits of Rock -
hampton all over Sydney now.”

Mr Gough said Capricorn Sandstone Quar -
ries believed in investing in modern equip -
ment, having a good resource and training the 
right people.

“The demand for quality Australian prod -

ucts and manufacturing is on the way back,” 
he said.

“In the past it’s been hard to compete with 
China but especially now, after Covid, people 
want to know they’re getting a product that’s 
been ethically sourced and environmentally 
responsible - that there’s a face behind the 
stone they’re getting.

“There’s a real push for a quality local prod -
uct.” 

Sandstone business is

Capricorn Sandstone Quarries general manager Reece Gough looks at the last edition of Industry Today with CQ Today’s Peter Lynch.
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building on its success
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By Matthew Pearce 

A new military training area is being con -
structed at Greenvale in North Queensland 
and Central Queensland businesses can get in 
on the ground floor.

CPB Contractors has been appointed to de-
liver the first phase of works, with hundreds of 
jobs expected to flow.

On successful completion of the develop -
ment phase of the $23.5 million contract, CPB 
Contractors will deliver $800 million in fa -
cilities under the Australia-Singapore Military 
Training Initiative (ASMTI).

The project’s construction workforce is ex -
pected to peak at 350 workers, as part of the 
Greenvale Training Area’s major works.

Advance Rockhampton executive manager 
Greg Bowden said it was great to see an Aus-
tralian company awarded such a significant 
defence contract.

“ASMTI is an important initiative from 
the Australian Defence Force and Singapore 
Armed Forces to further develop training 
grounds within regional Queensland.”

He said Rockhampton businesses had been 
working closely with Laing O’Rourke to de -
liver ASMTI’s $880m Shoalwater Bay project, 
with 77 per cent of the contracts in the deliv -
ery stage of the project coming from the local 
region.

Mr Bowden encouraged CQ businesses to 
stay up-to-date with the progress of the ASMTI 
Greenvale project and register their interest on 
the tender portal - austender.gov.au

“Our local businesses have earned the ex-
perience by contributing to the construction 
at Shoalwater Bay and their learnings will be 
advantageous when tendering for work on the 
Greenvale project.”

He encouraged local businesses to make 
contact with his team to ensure the region re -
mained at the forefront in the delivery of sig -
nificant projects such as ASMTI.

“My team at Advance Rockhampton work 
closely with representatives from the Aus -
tralian Defence Force and Singapore Armed 
Forces, Laing O’Rourke and CPB Contractors,” 
he said.

“Rockhampton is fortunate to have a di -
verse, quality array of businesses throughout 
the construction, manufacturing and engi -
neering sectors and I personally would like to 
see our businesses continue to grow their own 
reputations plus Rockhampton’s.”

Defence Minister Linda Reynolds said the 
contract marked a significant milestone for 
the ASMTI.

“These advanced training areas being de-
livered under the ASMTI will benefit the ADF 
and the SAF, while enhancing our bilateral re -
lationship and providing significant local eco -
nomic opportunities for North Queensland,” 
Senator Reynolds said.

“When this initiative reaches maturity, up 
to 14,000 SAF personnel will conduct training 
in Central and North Queensland for up to 18 
weeks a year for 25 years, which will provide 
enduring economic benefits to the region.

“This initiative will be key to bolstering 
growth and supporting local jobs in North 

Queensland as the economy continues to re -
cover from the Covid-19 pandemic.”

The ASMTI will see a total of about $2.25 
billion in work roll out in North Queensland 
and at the Shoalwater Bay Training Area.

Construction of the major project works is 
due to commence in mid-2022.

Additional early works packages to be deliv -
ered between 2020 and 2022 will include fenc-
ing and signage, contamination remediation, 
and construction of firebreaks. These packages 
will range in value from $50,000 to $4 million. 

Defence contracts ready

Singaporean Army members approach a target during Exercise Matilda at Gallipoli Barracks, Brisbane.

An Australian Army soldier provides cover to a Singaporean Army member remotely operating a 
small wheeled robot during urban clearance operations on Exercise Matilda.

James Foreman from Laing O’Rourke and MP 
Michelle Landry at Shoalwater Bay Military 
Training Area for the start of construction 
works.



Thursday, 19 November, 2020   CQ TODAY 45

OPEN DAY
Oak Tree Retirement Villages

1300 367 155  www.oaktreegroup .com.au

Saturday 14 th, 21st and 28th November  10am – 2pm

40 Foulkes Street, Norman Gardens
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Today we’re concentrating on a stylish look 
that’s been around for more than 60 years, yet 
still looks fresh;  a white shirt and blue jeans 
with sneakers.

One of the people to first feature this en -
semble was a young Marilyn Monroe in the 
1952 movie Clash By Night,  where she wore 
her dark indigo jeans cuffed, with a collared 
white short sleeved shirt and dark sneakers.  
Her fresh faced beauty and the tomboy nature 
of the look helped to make denim popular 
among young women everywhere.  

Now in 2020, a white shirt and blue jeans 
ensemble still catches the eye, as you can see 
in these photos.

We have Ann Jarrett from Rockhampton 
with her version of the look wearing her pair of 
distressed jeans cut-off with frayed hems and a 
comfortable loose fit. 

Her white linen blouse is a very cute peas-
ant style with a gathered tie at the neckline, 
and the half tuck at the front reveals a really 
cute bright patterned waist sash that adds 
an unexpected pop of patterned orange and 
white.  Ann’s style is relaxed and comfortable 
with her white sneakers finishing off her look, 
and accessorised with big gold hoops and gold 
bangles.

Mackenzie Leeson shows another equally 
chic way of combining a shirt with denim.  
Her blue jeans are also distressed around the 
knees, but they are a slimmer fit and have been 
cuffed to show more ankle.  

Her white shirt has been left untucked to 
better show off the front insert design of the 
shirt, but the sleeves have been cuffed to make 
the outfit look more casual. 

White sneakers are really having a fashion 
moment at present, and Mackenzie added a 
striped version to her outfit. 

Gold hoops and a bangle were her acces-
sories of choice as well, along with a simple 
gold pendant. The cute surprise to her outfit is 
the navy and white polka dot headband which 
tops off the look. 

The beauty of this outfit formula is that 
you can make it unique to you by choosing a 
shirt and jean design that best suits you and 
by adding an element like Ann’s belt or Mack -
enzie’s headband that’s a little unexpected or 
surprising.

If you’d like to know more about better ex -
pressing your style or finding out the colours 
that best suit you, contact me at Imagine You 
for a consultation.  

 CQToday.com.au  NEWS

Styles of CQ with Jacquie Mackay 
from Imagine You
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Classic look 
is still fresh 

Mackenzie Leeson shows off a chic way of 
combining a shirt with denim. 

Ann Jarrett from Rockhampton wears her pair 
of distressed jeans cutoff with frayed hems and 
a comfortable loose fit. 
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A HIDDEN GEM HAS 
COME TO THE 
MARKET!

PROPERTY

Address: 6 Boonah Street, WANDAL Description: 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 garage, pool, spa Price: $659,000 Inspect: By appointment 
Contact: Brit Wheeler, 0407 228 860, LJ HOOKER, ROCKHAMPTON

HOME ESSENTIALS

IF Location! Location! Location is desirable 
when choosing a home, this home ticks the 
box. The home is conveniently located next 
to shops, schools, hospitals and the airport 
and boasts city views in a quiet and private 
setting.

With four air-conditioned bedrooms 
upstairs, large air-conditioned living/dining 
area and a stunning designer kitchen, it is a 
great home for the family, but then you step 
out onto the tiled patio overlooking a large 
manicured backyard with sparkling inground 
pool and see a true entertainer’s paradise.  

The backyard has several areas for 
people to gather and enjoy the city lights.  
For added convenience there is a bathroom 
off the pool area so no wet feet are going 
through your house.

Downstairs has a huge rumpus area 
with a bar and private spa/jacuzzi.  There is 
also an office or extra storage room and an 
abundance of storage throughout the house.

It’s the little things that make this 
home stand out like being able to turn the 
front light out from the comfort of your 
bed, gardens and lawns fitted with pop up 
sprinklers and the insulation and tinted 
windows make for a pleasant temperature 
year round.  

The ceiling void has a light fitted for tradie 
convenience should you be getting work 
done and if there is ever a power shortage, 
the house is wired and approved to be run 
by a generator.

You need to see this great property for your-
self but be quick before someone else snaps 
it up and starts their summer pool parties.  �
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REAL ESTATE VISION GROUP
BLACKWATER  07 4982 6055  14 Mackenzie Street

EMERALD  07 4987 7055  Shop 2, 2-8 Mayfair Drive

Your Family Agency in the Central Highlands

$99,000
29 Wattle Street, Blackwater

3 bed 1 bath 1 car

$229,000
Unit 5, 6-10 Clark Drive, Emerald

4 bed 1 bath 1 car

$199,000
16 Main Street, Bluff

4 bed 2 bath 1 car

$118,500
1 Evans Street, Blackwater

3 Bed 1 bath 1 car

$148,000                                                
30 Bottletree Avenue, Blackwater

3 bed 1 bath 1 car                                                                                                 

$169,000
12 Acacia Street,Blackwater

3 bed 1 bath 1 car
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AUCTION ‘PERFECT STORM’ DECEMBER 12
Ideal investment or �rst home

Perfect storm – with low interest rates, high rent and demand, house prices 
trending upwards. 

A solid weatherboard home, strong and proven design, on approx. 809m2 block. 

Fully fenced, shade trees, garden shed, car port, outdoor undercover area and 
room to ‘value add’ with sheds, pergolas or gardens.

Hardwood �oors throughout, a neat kitchen with excellent storage, t&g walls, 3 
bedrooms, lounge, a storage room and bathroom with vanity, toilet and shower 
over bath. 

Timing is perfect, market is ripe, good strong bones - time to act.

Call to inspect, or catch us at ‘open homes’ Saturdays at 1.00. 
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AUCTION :
December 12 2020
1.00 pm - Saturday
6 Dowling Street, Park Avenue

AUCTION 12 TH OF DECEMBER 11 A.M.

1106m2 block in a superb central location, walks away from schools, 
childcare, shops and parks. 

Great 3 or 4 bedroom, 1 bathroom home with kitchen / dining combo 
and living. Extra room creates opportunity for either a 4th bedroom or 
of�ce. Laundry room coming off the large patio area, awesome for 
entertaining a bunch of guests or relaxing in your own spacious 
1106m2 block. 

Some established gardens – ready to modernise - PERFECT 
market conditions.

Call to inspect today or come and see us at the Saturday open homes...

AUCTION :
12th Dec 2020 
11:00 AM - On site
78 Breakspear Street, Gracemere
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TICKS THE BOXES
THIS property has been freshly painted 
inside and out and has new internal flooring.

A fresh and modern kitchen with 
plenty of cupboards, bench space and 
dishwasher conveniently overlooks the open 
plan dining and lounge area. The lounge 
features beautiful exposed timber beams 
complimenting the timber ceiling fans. 

Three good sized bedrooms all have 
feature timber fans. The main bedroom 
boasts air-conditioning, a walk-through built-
in robe and an individual timber verandah. 
The remaining bedrooms have built-in robes 
and new split system air-conditioners. 

There is plenty of storage throughout this 

home. Off the kitchen is a practical laundry 
with ample storage and bench area, with 
easy external and a second toilet. A modern 
bathroom with corner shower separate to the 
bath is upstairs plus a separate toilet.

Double carport leads to the covered entry. 
The yard is a family friendly size has secure 
colorbond fencing, tidy established gardens 
and garden shed.
There is a 4 x 11m fully enclosed sunroom 
facing the eastern side and overlooking the 
side yard plus 6 x 6 powered colorbond shed 
with double roller door access which can be 
used as double lockup garage.  �

HOME FOCUS

Address: 12 Walsh Street, BLACKWATER Price: On application
Description: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 garage Inspect: By appointment 
Contact: Dee Parrey, 0428 770 557, REAL ESTATE VISION GROUP, 4982 6055

HOME ESSENTIALS
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ICONIC EMU PARK FAMILY HOME 
COMES ON TO THE MARKET
OWNED by Doug and Bev Richardson for 
21 years, this one of a kind Queenslander 
style home is ready for the next family to call 
home. 

Built in 1985, and drafted by Brisbane 
firm Kinhill Cameron McNamara, this iconic 
home has been perched on top of Archer 
Street, Emu Park for 30 plus years adding to 
the character of the Emu Park skyline. 

Beautifully crafted, this 5 bedroom, 3 
bathroom home is spread over 3 levels and 
boasts jaw dropping ocean and island views 
from every level. 

The master bedroom on the 3rd floor 
boasts its own ensuite and exceptional 
sweeping views of the Emu Park coastline. 
Watch the sunrise or star gaze from your 
own private balcony where you can hide away 
from the world in your crows nest.

Downstairs there is a perfect spot for a 
granny flat or a teenager’s retreat with it’s 
own bedroom and bathroom, making this 
home so versatile for a growing family.

The attention to detail is unsurpassed 
with the quality timber craftsmanship and 
the bluenose roof beams being cut from 
a single piece of wood each and perfectly 
steamed to add to the undeniable character 
of this family home. Bev recalls fond 
memories with her kids and grandkids 
playing hide and go seek in the many secret 
spots throughout the home including the 
loft nook perfect for a kids’ play haven. The 
wrap around verandahs are a perfect spot 
for family celebrations amongst the cool sea 
breezes. 

Bev and her family have had many fond 
memories made in this unique home and 
have the absolute best wishes for the next 
family that will thoroughly enjoy living in this 
well loved property! �

HOME FOCUS

Address: 112a Archer Street, EMU PARK Description: 5 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 garage Price: Offers over $849,000 Inspect: By appointment 
Contact: Esme and Claudia Coren, 0438 336 861, YEPPOON REAL ESTATE

HOME ESSENTIALS

Bev’s daughter Tanya Dredge and Bev Richardson. 221497
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07 4938 3777
21 Hill Street,Yeppoon | ye ppoonrealestate.com.au

Cooee bay hot spot a m inute from the beach! 4 A | 2 B | 2 C
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Introducing Wes OFFORD
New Project Manager | WETZLER PTY LTD

0428 289 198

Wess Offord James Wetler
12471246-CG47-20

DO YOU FEEL SAFE 
IN YOUR HOME?

Call JayZee Electrical

ISN’T IT TIME YOU GOT TO CHILL OUT?!

Lic No. 76885, ARC Lic No. AU41506

Call Jayzee Electrical today 
E: admin@jzelectrical.com.au4938 3990
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Security camera with twin sensor & light. 
Easy to install, need internet connection, 
noti�cation sent to phone, also a security 
light, has voice intercom.

Gardening Neil Fisher

 CQToday.com.au  GARDENING

Tips to grow hydrangeas
With their beautiful showy flower heads 
and tropical appearance, it has always been 
thought that hydrangeas really only prefer 
cooler climates. However, they can be quite 
successfully grown in Central Queensland 
with just a little extra care. 

Many people around Central Queensland 
still associate hydrangeas with hospitals, 
as they have been used as landscape plants 
around many of our country hospitals and 
nursing homes.

I can still remember the beautiful display of 
hydrangeas growing at the old Eventide nurs -
ing home in Rockhampton.  

Hydrangeas like a cool, moist situation, 
preferably on the southern side of the house 
out of the wind, or where they do not get too 
much direct sun, as hydrangeas can tend to 
get sunburnt when in full sun as indicated by a 
browning of the flowers and or foliage. 

Prepare the soil with plenty of well-rotted 
animal manure or compost, which will break 
down into humus and keep the area around 
the roots moist and open.

The soil is of particular significance to hy -
drangeas because its acidity determines the 
colour of the flowers. If your soil is acidic, that 
is that it has a pH of around 4.5 to 5.0, the flow -
ers will be light blue to electric or even peacock 
blue.

However, most soils in our area are much 
less acidic and this is the same for just about 
all garden soil mixes. In this soil type your hy -
drangea will flower pink. If you want to change 
the colour of your plants, just the right amount 
of lime (one tablespoon per plant) will make 
the plants produce pink flowers, but just a 
dash more is likely to kill the plant. 

To obtain beautiful deep blue flower heads, 
add aluminium sulphate. In fact, hydrangeas 
are one of very few plants that actually accu -
mulate aluminium. This is released from the 
acidic soils and through a internal process in 
the plant forms to give the plant the blue flow -
er colour. You must change the soil pH before 
flower buds form if you want to change their 
colour so treat the soil after August.

An important note is that all white cultivars 
remain white regardless of the soil pH.

It is important when planning a hydrangea 
garden that it is not positioned near any fresh 
concrete as merely the seepage of lime from 
the concrete can be hazardous to the plant.

A way of getting around this is lining the 
garden area with a root-guard material.

This is similar to the products that are used 
to prevent invasive-root trees from spreading 
under foundations, and can be readily sourced 
from most building supply firms. By using this 
to surround your garden, it will effectively cre -
ate a large planter-tub environment. As hy -

drangeas prefer solitude and react badly to 
competition from other shrubs, another ben -
efit from the root-guard is also guaranteed. 

Hydrangeas don’t like to dry out too much 
and will wilt when they need watering. A buck -
et of water a week should be enough to keep 
them going in warm weather.

Give hydrangeas growing in the ground a 
deep soaking once or twice a week. Plants in 
pots need daily watering and it’s a good idea to 
have a saucer containing water under the pot.

Feed them in June with complete fertiliser. 
They have fibrous roots close to the soil sur -
face so mulch is recommended. 

It should always be noted that, while you 
may select a beautiful blue or pink hydrangea 
in a nursery, when it flowers in your garden, it 
is possible to be a completely shade or even 
colour.

Overall, hydrangeas are really tough and 
will survive almost anywhere, even in a windy 
coastal spot. Despite the hard work required to 
prepare the ideal hydrangea garden, the beau -
ty of this plant makes the effort worthwhile.

Mount Archer student Sophia March with Neil Fisher at McHappy Day at McDonald’s Stockland.

Hydrangeas are commonly grown at country hospitals and nursing homes.
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ANIMAL & RURAL SUPPLIES
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20We stock a range of Stock feed 

for all your farm animals.

Plus a variety of Mulch & Fertiliser for your garden.

Did you know we stock plants? 
We can also order in what you want!

I’m looking 
for a new home

I will lay lots of 
eggs for you

We are 
for sale

Phone: 4927 5700  | 236 Lion Creek Road, Rockhampton
Email: sales@wandalneednfeed.com.au | Like us on Facebook   

RURAL MATTERS  CQToday.com.au 

Put the kettle on for John 
The Queensland Rural and Industry Devel -
opment Authority is here to help Central 
Queensland primary producers looking for fi -
nancial assistance.

As a local, regional area manager John Me-
telli said he had extensive knowledge of CQ in -
dustries to help drive on-farm developments.

“Having worked with producers to carry 
out important on-farm developments such 
as property and infrastructure upgrades and 
diversification, I have helped them boost the 
productivity of their farm business,” he said.

“I’ve helped farmers with a variety of de -
velopment projects from upgrading water or 
fencing infrastructure to carrying out succes -
sion plans by helping the next generation buy 
into the family farm.”

John encouraged primary producers who 
are interested in developing their farm busi -
ness to contact him to discuss their needs.

“The aim of the First Start and Sustain -
ability Loans are to help primary producers 
achieve a more productive and profitable en -
terprise, and with summer and higher rainfall 
coming, it’s timely producers get in touch to 
see how they can improve their operations,” 
he said.

“It’s important not to self-assess. You could 
be cutting yourself short of a great opportu -
nity.

Every farm business is different and it’s 
important to have the conversation together 
about your individual business needs.

“If you’ve got a development project in 
mind, put your ideas forward and we can dis -
cuss what options are available to you, your 

Queensland Rural and Industry Development Authority regional area manager for Capricornia John Metelli is here to help.

eligibility and we can also go through the ap -
plication process,” he said.

While John’s office is based in Rockhampton, 
John covers the Central Queensland region.

“From Dingo, Moura, Theodore, Thangool, 
Biloela, Calliope, Gladstone, Yeppoon, Marl -
borough and everywhere in between,” he said.

“I’m ready to meet with primary producers 

on-farm at a time that suits them to accom -
modate their busy schedules.”

To arrange an on-farm appointment with 
John, contact him on 0417 775 245.

Decreased yarding at CQLX sale
CQLX Gracemere agents presented a de-
creased yarding of 2688 on 11 November’s 
cattle sale, comprising of 1571 steers, 899 
heifers, 194 cows, 15 bulls, and nine cows and 
calves. 

Processor cattle held stronger on last 
week’s results. 

All lines of store cattle where once again 
keenly sort after by a spirited buyers panel, 
with a slight increase in pricing for weaner 
heifers. The majority of cattle were drawn 
from local areas with some lines coming from 
Mackay, Clermont and Bloomsbury.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DAY

 · G & L Eiser, Gogango, sold a run of 23 No.0 
Brangus steers for 572c/kg, to avg 175 kg, to 
return $1,004/hd.

 · P & L Brady, Mt Larcom, sold Brahman 

steers to 396c/kg, weighing 435kg, to return 
$1,727/hd.

 · Greenlakes Station, sold a run of Brahman 
x weaner steers fetching 534c/kg, weighing 
162kg, to return $864/hd.

 · D & A Schloss, Biloela, sold Droughtmaster 
x steers at 378c/kg, weighing 505kg, to re-
turn $1,909/hd.

 · M Graham, Bushley, sold Brahman x steers 
at 484c/kg, weighing 226kg, to return 
$1,097/hd.

 · M Moore, Dalma, sold Charbray steers at 
426c/kg, weighing 323kg, to return $1,379/
hd.

 · K Modrzynski, Canoona, sold Brahman x 
steers at 530c/kg, weighing 144kg, to return 
$763/hd.

 · Micheal Stoddart, Yaamba, sold Brangus 
steers for 368c/kg, weighing 597kg, to re-
turn $2,197p/h.

 · Corones Family Trust, Bororen, sold 
Droughtmaster cows at 303c/kg, weighing 
544kg, to return $1,651/hd.

 · G & L Eiser, Gogango, sold 13 No.0 Bran-
gus heifers 456c/kg, to avg 196kg, to return 
$894/hd.

 · Carlo Creek Grazing, Barmoya, sold Brah-
man x heifers at 420c/kg, weighing 344kg, 
to return $1,447/hd.

 · Charlevue Cattle Co., Dingo sold Brangus 
spayed heifers for a top of 394c/kg, to avg. 
344kg, to return $1,350/hd.

 · B & K Edmistone, Dingo, sold Droughtmas -
ter cows & calves for $1,675/unit.

Cattle were drawn from Mackay, Clermont 
and Bloomsbury and other areas locally at 
CQLX.

Rural Matters
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 CQToday.com.au  NEWS

CQ region feels the heat 
By weather forecaster Mike Griffin 

Rockhampton soared to 36.6C and tempera -
tures climbed to 40C west of Gogango on Sun-
day. 

It was the hottest day in eight months. Tem -
peratures have been six degrees above aver-
age with 35.5C on Saturday, 36.6C on Sunday, 
34.3C Monday and 35.5C on Tuesday. 

The sudden heat surge slowed many people 
down. Outside workers were affected. What 
about the  poor roofers?

After travelling the Emu Park Road to the 
beach, the car thermometer went from 37C in 
Rocky, 36C at the JBS turn-off, 35C at Nankin, 
34C at Tungamull, 32C at the Cawarral turn-
off, 30C Yeppoon at the turn-off and 29C on 
the beach. An eight degree temperature fall.

Many people on the beach enjoyed the NNE 
breeze and vista views of the islands. Then a 
plunge in the 26C water cooled to 25C about 
50 metres out. Relief at last!

The choppy seas, wind gusts 50-55kmh and 
the fishing closure kept most boaties away.

The heat extended across the Tropic of Cap-
ricorn into Western Australia, and north into 
the Northern Territory recording 42-43C and 
the odd 45C. 

Victoria, NSW and South Australia recorded 
maximums over 40C inland.

Darwin recorded 10 days of 36C or more for 
November.

It was all due to an inland ‘heat low’ affect -
ing most of Australia.

A ‘Southerly Buster’ hit Sydney late Mon -
day, causing a severe storm in Newcastle with 
gusts 111kmh Monday evening.

It kept travelling north, hitting Brisbane late 
Tuesday with storms for most of the Sunshine 
Coast merging into the Wide Bay and Burnett.

A storm developed on Fraser Island. Let’s 
hope it can assist in putting out the fire that 

has burnt for a month. Now the surge (before 
going to print) is poised to hit Capricornia.

Internationally, the Philippines recorded its 
eighth Typhoon for the season. 

After Super Typhoon ‘Goni’ early Novem -
ber,  Typhoon ‘Vamco’ hit last  weekend. It 
caused at least 40 deaths and floods for north-
ern parts of the country. This is the 21st such 
storm for the season.  Typhoons are equivalent 
to a Category three or four cyclone.

November is normally when cyclone sea -
son starts in Australia. There is some debate 
about it. If our northern neighbours have more 
typhoons than normal then Australia could 
follow suit?

FORECAST
The South East Trades Winds (SETW) return 
Wednesday with coastal showers. 

The winds extend inland bringing wel -
come relief from the heat. The Apparent 
Temperature (AT) will be around 28C. There 
is a chance of a storm around Calliope and 
Mount Morgan, which could trigger activ -
ity along the Capricorn Highway to Emerald 
and maybe Shoalwater.As the 1025Hpa high 
on the Synoptic Chart ridges into the Tasman, 
it should keep the SETW along most of the 
Queensland coast for the coming four to five 
days. Winds tend more moderate easterly by 
Sunday. Then light NE early Monday. Great 
for the boaties! So be out early and back by 

midday as the sea breeze will be rather strong 
after midday.

Tuesday could be the best morning but 
the sea breeze will gust over 25 knots (46kmh) 
ramping seas up to 1.5 to 2 metres inside an 
hour. If a low develops in the Tasman Tues -
day a trough could develop from Brisbane to 
Longreach. 

This will cause temperatures to rise over 
35C (put heat stress measures in place) in 
Rocky ahead of storm activity to the south. 
Isolated storms from Bundy to Biloela and 
Springsure may reach Capricornia Wednes -
day. These storms could be dangerous, with  
gusts over 90kmh (boaties beware!) and will 
hopefully give us good rain. 
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JAYCO Dove camper. AC,
tv, microwave and other
extras. $15000
Call 0468 318 824

General 
Notices
section of Network Classi� eds.

SUPREME Executive. Built
07/10/13. 19'6" internal.
Separate shower and toi-
let. Washing machine, 3
way smart fridge, stove
with separate grill and
oven, microwave. Island
bed, solar panel on roof.
Recently replaced batter-
ies and tyres. $49900 neg.
0429 291 755 - YEPPOON

2006 Coronal Exel pop top
caravan single axle. Reg
April 2021. Roll out awn-
ing, single beds, fridge,
washing machine plus
extras. $10,000. Noel
0427 841 475 Gracemere.

MERCEDES ML500. 2010
model. 146,000kms. Has
suspension damages and
need repairs. $10,000.
0488 342 671

ADVERTISE
with us and get 
better  results

 CALL
1300 666 808

V Caravans &
Trailers

V Motor VehiclesV Caravans &
Trailers

Motoring

Association of 
Independent Retirees 
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Guest Speaker at
each Meeting 

Visitors and new members 
welcome
Contacts

Arch on 0749 286 653
Darrel on 0438 582 296

Trades & Services
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section of Network Classi�eds.

V Public Notices
and Event

General Notices

CHANGE YOUR LIFE!

HYPNOSIS

PH 0466 919 251
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V Hypnotherapy

Professional Services

Trades & 
Services
section of Network Classi� eds.
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EXTERNAL HOUSE 
WASHING

��������������������������
�����������������

�����������������


���
�	����������������

��������������������������������

Call Gavin on 0449 921 739
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V Education & Tuition

V Cleaning Services Employment

ALAN M's AQUARIUM
�{���d�Œ�}�‰�]�����o���&�]�•�Z���{�����]�P�o���š�•���{���&�]�•�Z���&�}�}��
�{���&�]�o�š���Œ�•���˜���W�µ�u�‰�•���{�����‹�µ���Œ�]�µ�u���W�o���v�š�•

Shop 4, 85 Kent St, Rockhampton Q. 4700
Ph: 0423 904 844

V Pets & Services

0409 323 292
����������������

www.tdasbestos.com.au

V Asbestos Removal

Real
Estate
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section of Network
Classi� eds.

Looking for a
Lady Friendship

67 year old man looking
for a lady friendship, in

the Gladstone area.
Enjoys golf, walking

along the beach, driving
and BBQ's. Looking for
someone between 55

to 65 years of age.
Phone Frank
0467 031 554

Professional
Services

V Personal

WRITING DESK 4 shelves
either side and 2 doors.
$50 0419 281 326 - ROCKY

HOLDEN HQ Monaro
�'�d�^�ï�ñ�ì�����}�µ�‰�����d�Œ���Æ���d�Z�í�ô�&�X
1/43. Released July 1971
�W�Œ�����]�•�]�}�v�� ���Œ�]�À�]�v�P�� �d�����u�X
Wild Orchid colour in clear
perspex display box. Cash
�¨�ô�ì�� �‰�o�µ�•�� �‰�˜�Z�� �]�(�� �v�����������X
Several other Holdens in
size 1/43 makes and
models available. Several
other makes and models
in 1/43 in clear boxes
avail. Phone 0428 643 246

JAPANESE GIRL, sexy, fun-
ny. Ph: 0467 028 968.

BINOCULARS $40. 0419
281 326 - ROCKY

WORKSHOP TABLE Small,
including small cabinet on
�š�}�‰�U�� ���Œ���Á�•�� �˜�� �•�Z���o�À���•�X�� �¨�ò�ì
0419 281 326 - ROCKY

SINGLE beds and bases x2.
$25. 0419 281 326 -
ROCKY

BIKE Repco 700C race
bike, alloy frame, 18
speed, alloy rims. GC, $75.
Phone 4939 7237 YEP-
POON area

ORCHAIDS well establish-
ed from $7.50 up to $10.
Ph: 4939 1015 or 0408
847 440 - YEPPOON.Sienna

Sassy Friendly Lady, 
Size 8, long hair.

in-out calls 0492 092 299
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2 x2 seater lounge chairs
$80. 0419 281 326 -
ROCKY

AUSSIE LADY
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V Public Notices and EventV Deadline V For SaleV Adult Services V For SaleV Adult Services

General NoticesTrades & Services General Classi� eds

networkclassi�  eds.com.au



Thursday, 19 November, 2020   CQ TODAY 57

Rest in Peace
Phone: 1300 666 808

sales@networkclassi�  eds.com.au

Place your
Announcement
Notice
with us.
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FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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V Acknowledgements

Phone:
1300 666 808

Place your
Announcement

Notice
with us.
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HINDLE, Bernard “Bernie”
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YEPPOON EMU PARK
FUNERALS (AFDA)

(Division of Finlayson & McKenzie)

Phone 4939 4055
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In Memoriam
Sonson, Graeme Alan

In memory of my mate Sono who died as a 
result of injuries from a car accident on the 

23/11/68
Now you will not join the rout

Of lads that wore their honour out
Runners whom renown outran 

And the name died before the man
R.I.P.

Baker, Robert James
In memory of my mate Bake who died as a 
result of injuries from a car accident on the 

23/11/68
Golden girls and boys all must as
chimney-sweepers come to dust

R.I.P.

Always remembered
Michael Stockall
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FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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In Memoriam

HARRIS:
Denis Colin (Heri)

In memory of my friend Den who died 23/11/11
�D�I�W�H�U���E�U�D�Y�H�O�\���¿�J�K�W�L�Q�J���0�R�W�R�U���1�H�X�U�R�Q�H

�'�\�O�D�Q�L�V�W���R�I���1�R�W�H��
������������������������������

R.I.P.
Always remembered

Michael Stockall
 ­€‚‡—ƒ‡…Š•€‚…­‡

V In Memoriam

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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V Funeral Services

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269

FINLAYSON & McKENZIE (AFDA)
56 William Street, Rockhampton

Phone 4922 1269
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Fishing with Hooked Fishing Charters

The proof is in the catch 
Hooked Fishing Charters have supplied us 
with some great actions shots from across the 
weekend. 

They’ve sent CQ Today three terrific shots 
of three keen fisherman with some memorable 
catches! 

Please enjoy the great shots. CQ Today 
would like thank Hooked Fishing for their  
continued support. 

Michael Mathieson with this beauty, caught off-shore.Matt Baird with a sweet lip caught off-shore.

SPORT  CQToday.com.au 

Out in the deep with Dags 
By Darryl Branthwaite 

Living in the Gladstone region certainly has 
its benefits, with having rich off-shore and in-
shore systems especially when its blowing hard 
enough to blow a dog off its chain, like recently, 
and the start of this week was in complete con -
trast.

Alas, many of us had to work.
This weekend we have the approaching first 

quarter of the lunar phase, with the tidal run 
reducing but unfortunately the wind isn’t play -
ing the same favourable game with it still sitting 
around the 15 to 20 knots from the ESE.

This will certainly prevent many from ven -
turing too far from shore, but on Saturday, at 
the time of writing, the prediction was that the 
wind might drop off in the morning until about 
lunch time.

It’s ideal for fishing that incoming tide.
The inshore fisheries of Pancake, Rodds Har-

bour, Collo, the Boyne River, the harbour and 
all the creeks and feeders to that system will be 
fishing well.

As you all know, targeting barra in the salt 
water system is forbidden and if you are deemed 
to be doing that the authorities will prosecute.

But at present there are plenty of other spe -
cies to chase, like mangrove jack, finger mark, 
king and blue nose salmon, whiting, bream, 
and - if you are fortunate enough to find some 
reef to wet a line - the inner harbour spots of 
Manning Reef, Rat Island and the Oaks are pro-
ducing some excellent pelagics along with solid 
grassy emperor and other reef species.

The poor old parrot gets a hammering as 
there are plenty of them caught right across the 
region, but they play such a crucial role in the 
reef’s ecology.

Often referred to as cockies or gravel trucks, 
these fish eat the dead coral or clean up the cor-
al and shoot it out their “you know what”, which 
in-turn makes sand and turning that into our 
coral sandy beaches.

They are also a very versatile table fish, with 
brilliant white flesh which can be pan fried, 
deep fried or cooked in the oven. Not all species 

are good for everything.
At the end of the day, however, we need to 

treat the gravel trucks with a wee bit of respect 
and only take what we need, looking after the 
rest.

There are many charter boats operating out 
of the Gladstone region, from hourly guides 
through to full day fishing charter to extended 
charters to the Southern Great Barrier Reef and 
beyond.

Pictured here is Chris Trevor, affectionately 
known as CT, holding up what is arguably a 40 
kilogram-plus GT on the back of one of those 
charter boats.

He was telling me he struggled to lift it for the 
photo, and young mate the decky was helping 
cradle the fish’s head so that it wasn’t harmed 
in any way.

They had gone to great lengths to look after 
this monster with irrigating its gills as soon as it 
was brought aboard, then carefully lifting it for 
the photo before returning it to the water - for -
getting to weigh it. Pfft! If they didn’t have the 
photo it’d be just another fishy tail.
Cracker fish, CT!

With only another four or so weeks  
until Christmas, it’s time you all started to plan 
what the Christmas Day feast would look like 
in your house.

Seafood in this region is still the favourite, 
with whole baked trout lined with seared scal -
lops, shucked oysters, topped with bugs and 
surrounded by red spot prawns.

Makes your mouth water doesn’t it? We’ll, it’s 
time to plan that and go hunting and collecting.

Collect your own scallops and oysters, go 
and pick up a couple of crays, slip out and catch 
that four to five kilogram coral trout or red em -
peror, and put your order in for five kilograms 
of locally-caught prawns or a box of red spot off 
your favourite seafood supplier.

Have a cracker weekend, and flick me some 
photos.
 Hooroo,
 ‘Dags’. Chris Trevor, affectionately known as CT, holding up what is arguably a 40-plus kilogram GT.
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By Gurney Clamp 

Biloela’s Dylan Parish has won his first men’s 
CQ Golfer of The Year event, finishing the 
year with a total of 85 points in the A Grade 
division, winning the event by nine points. 
Yeppoon’s Ben Swaffield (76), Damien Ling 
(75), and Daryl Myles (54) finished in second, 

third and fourth place respectively.
Yeppoon’s Mark Swaffield scored a com -

fortable win in the B Grade division when 
he scored 61 points, winning the event by 23 
points from Wowan’s John Gunzler (38) and 
Emu Park’s Ray Richens (33).

Boyne Island’s Shane Kitching recorded 
76 points to win the C Grade division by the 

huge margin of 34 points from Duaringa’s Ian 
Edmistone (42 points), with Yeppoon’s Chris 
Green a further point back on 41 points.

CQ Men’s Golfer of The Year announced

RIGHT: Dylan Parish at the Rockhampton 
Men’s Open earlier this year. Parish walked 
away with CQ men’s best golfer for 2020.

 CQToday.com.au  SPORT 

BITS’ brilliant men’s open
By Liam Emerton 

The Boyne Island/Tannum Sands (BITS) Golf 
Club hosted its annual Men’s Open on Satur -
day with a roaring 65 players attending. 

The day was fought out between A, B and C 
Grade competitions, with the A Grade cham -
pion separated from the runner-up by just one 
stroke. 

Scott Gibbs, who represented Calliope Golf 
Club, finished on par with 72, while A Grade 
runner-up Stephen Dietrich ended the day 
with 73, finishing on one-over par. 

Don Black putts one home on Saturday afternoon. 221296  Pictures: LIAM EMERTON

Mark Swaffield, Adrian Norris, Jake Swaffield and Ben Swaffield.

Russell Hartley putts on the green.

Chuck Miles, Russell Hartley, Steve Dietrich 
and Jason Younger.

Blaise Ramsey, Josh O’Donohue, Jason Britton 
and Andrew Castle.

A Grade runner-up Steve Dietrich putting. Des Powell, Kim Paget, Brett Lucas and Peter 
Domigan with, front, caddy Kiesha Lucas.

Don Black, Ryan Miller and Pat Clapperton.

Des Powell strives for a long putt.
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On the track with Tony 
By Rockhampton Jockey Club CEO Tony Fenlon 

G’day - this is Tony.
It’s been a very busy week for the team at 

the Rockhampton Jockey Club, with races held 
on Tuesday, and of course again next Sunday.

With as much as $180,000 up for grabs, the 
club’s Sunday eight-race TAB program is look -
ing good.

Sunday’s meeting is actually the first of our 
Christmas race meetings.

We have planned a two-course festive lun -
cheon ($27.50) in the air-conditioned mem -
bers Lounge from 12.30pm.

The Members, as it is known, is a terrific spot 
to watch all the action as it overlooks the bird -
cage area where the jockeys and trainers meet 
before the hoops are legged-up for their rides.

It gives everyone a really good chance to as-
sess the horses as they parade pre-race.

The Christmas season theme will also be 
promoted for our two race meetings in De -
cember – Saturday the 5th, and Friday the 18th.

Speaking about The Members, some years 
ago it was remodelled and renovated as a 
multi-purpose facility.

Once buildings on a racecourse were con-
structed for use more or less for race days only.

However, like so much in our racing indus -
try, that has all changed.

With the advent of racing being televised 
into the lounge rooms, pubs and clubs Austra -
lia-wide, race clubs had to look for new reve -
nue streams to offset falling attendance figures 
income.

For instance, The Members at Callaghan 
Park is the venue for all sorts of social gatherings 
- including wedding receptions and celebrating 
the lives of loved ones after their funerals.

The RJC’s functions co-ordinator Kelly Suli 
and her team are really kept on their toes, put -
ting together parties, send-offs, celebrations 

and reunions for a long list of special occasions.
“We had two functions last weekend and a 

number of Christmas parties are coming up 
over the next month,” Kelly said.

“It is a lovely setting, particularly of an eve -
ning with the racecourse under lights.”

She said some limited weekend non-race 
day dates were still available, as well as race day 
packages and mid-week non race day dates.

“Some people love to celebrate an occasion 
with the novelty of a race meeting happening 
on the day. We take care of everything for you, 
from decorating to catering as well as drink 
packages to suit every style and budget,” Kelly 
concluded.

Who would have thought that when rac -
ing commenced at its present location at Cal -
laghan Park on 2 June, 1898, it would become 
far more than just a racecourse?  

By the way, if any reader is interested in ac-
quiring knowledge about the history of Rock -
hampton racing, we have just the book for you.

Horse racing was born in Rockhampton in 
1868, and the RJC commissioned a book with 
some wonderful pictures and stories celebrat -
ing 150 years of racing in 2018.

It is available from the RJC offices for $20 
and would make an ideal Christmas gift for not 
only a racing follower but anyone interested in 
the history of Rockhampton.
HOW game is Master Jamie? The Graeme 
Green Callaghan Park four-year-old ran the 
race of his life at Doomben last Saturday with 
a fighting third in the Keith Noud Handicap 
(1200 metres).

In a mad helter-skelter affair, Master Jamie 
had to be gunned out of the barriers and was 
always in the firing line up close in the classy 
field.

For him to keep on fighting and only be 
beaten a nose for second by Deep Impact was 
nothing short of outstanding.

Afterall, race winner Jonker, which won by 
4.5 lengths, carved out a new Doomben track 
record of 1 min:7.38 seconds, which amounts 
to low-level flying.

Graeme has done a magnificent job with 
Master Jamie, winning 10 races as well as  
recording four placings for $362,475 in stakes.

It seems a formality that any time soon 
Master Jamie will overtake that memorable 
grey filly, Paradis Imperial ($379,975), as Rock-
hampton’s greatest stakes earner for a horse 
entirely trained from Callaghan Park.

Of course, Rockhampton’s greatest stakes 
winning horse was Our Boy Malachi, originally-
trained at Callaghan Park by John O’Sing before 
transferring to the Hawkes operation in Sydney.

That great horse won a staggering $946,400.
What a horse was Our Boy Malachi!

HOPE you had something on the grey Fly For 
Yulong (IRE), which was a tearaway winner at 
the Mackay TAB races last Saturday.

I mentioned him as a horse to earn some 
holiday expenses from in last week’s column. 

Locally owned by Central Queenslanders 
Mark and Lydia Withers and his trainer Jared 
Wehlow, Fly For Yulong is off to Townsville on 
28 November for the $50,000 final of the Coral 
Coast Shield Cup over 1609 metres.

On present form he will do Rockhampton 
proud up there.

I thought Better Reflection, on face value, 
disappointed first-up last Saturday at Doomb -
en. I wouldn’t at all be surprised if she doesn’t 
bob up sometime soon at Callaghan Park and 
atone.
SEE where former Rockhampton lass and suc -
cessful jockey Zoe White has had some rides in 
country and provincial South Australia since 
moving over there last month.

Zoe was due to ride at Strathalbyn this week 
but she did a ride a place-getter at Murray 
Bridge in Ngaire last week.

Another of our locally-based jockeys in 

Sonja Wiseman was also planning to move to 
Adelaide later this month.

Sonja had a busy few days last weekend, 
riding winners at both Emerald (Friday) and 
Mackay (Saturday).

The club wishes both Zoe and Sonja the 
best of luck in South Australia.
GOOD to hear that Gracemere trainer Jim 
O’Shea has retained those two very close sta-
blemates Barachiel and Spring Creek.

Members of the trainer’s family raced the 
pair on leases, which expired just a week back.

The pair was put up for auction on an  
online site. I believe Barachiel fetched $18,000 
and Spring Creek $16,000.

Barachiel, another good grey, was runner-
up to Ricky Vale trained Absolut Artie (also a 
grey) in this year’s Rocky Cup.
YET another grey was in the news at Mackay 
races last Saturday.

Six-year-old mare Annmarie won the Maid -
en there at her 41st start.

Annmarie did most of her racing around 
Rocky when trained by Angela Stephens, who 
trained her to win the bulk of the $48,875 
alongside her name.

Annmarie is now trained by Ian Shaw in 
Mackay, and is raced in new ownership of his 
family members. 

Patrons at the races.

SPORT  CQToday.com.au 
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1. Who was the 2020 US 

Open women’s singles 
champion?

2. Name the �ve English 
cricket venues that hosted 
the 2019 Ashes series.

3. Which English professional 
snooker player is currently 
ranked number one in the 
world?

4. Which soccer team  
failed to qualify for  
the 2018 World Cup,  
the �rst time it had not 
made the tournament 
since 1958?

5. Which team did the 
Melbourne Vixens  
defeat 66-64 in the 2020 
Suncorp Super Netball 
grand �nal?

6. The 2020 Tri Nations Series 
is contested between 
which three countries?

7. Which country hosted the 
2019 FIS Alpine World Ski 
Championships? 

8.  Who won the 2020 
Brownlow Medal?

9.  Which soccer  
team won the 2020 
UEFA Champions 
League �nal?

10.  Which American 
Thoroughbred 
racehorse won the 
2020 Pegasus World 
Cup?

11.  Which team did 
New Zealand defeat 
in the �nal of the 
2017 Women’s Rugby 
World Cup in Ireland?

12. Who is the highest ranked 
Australian male golfer as 
of November 2020?

13. Which nation won the 2019 
Rugby Championship?

14. Who won the men’s 100 
metres at the 2019 World 
Athletics Championships in 
Qatar?

15. Who won the 2020 AFL 
Coleman Medal?

16. Which team won Major 
League Baseball’s 2020 
World Series?

17. Which sailing team won 
the 2017 America’s Cup?

18. Who did So�a Kenin 
defeat to win the 2020 
Australian Open women’s 
singles title?

19. Which horse won the 2019 
Melbourne Cup?

20. Who won the 2020 
Women’s London 
Marathon?

21. Which tennis player won a 
record 13th French Open 
singles title this year?

22. Which country won  
the 2019 Rugby  
World Cup?

23. The Hopman Cup was held 
for the last time in which 
Australian city?

24. Who was the #1 pick in the 
2019 NFL Draft? 

25. A statue of which AFLW 
player was erected in 
Melbourne’s Federation 
Square?

26. Lewis Hamilton (pictured) 
drives for which team?

27. Which country was runner-
up in the 2019 FIFA U-20 
World Cup?

28. Who did Naomi Osaka 
(pictured) beat to win the 
2019 Australian Open 
women’s singles title?

29. Egyptian soccer star 
Mohamed Salah plays for 
which English Premier 
League club? 

30. The 2019 Youth 
World Weightlifting 
Championships were 
hosted by which US city?

1.�Naomi Osaka. 2.�Edgbaston, Lord’s, Headingley, Old Trafford, The Oval. 3.�Judd Trump. 4.�Italy. 5.�West Coast Fever. 6.�Argentina, Australia and New Zealand 7.�Sweden. 8.�Lachie Neale. 9.�Bayern 
Munich. 10.�Mucho Gusto 11.�England. 12.�Adam Scott. 13.�South Africa. 14.�Christian Coleman. 15.�Tom Hawkins. 16.�Los Angeles Dodgers. 17.�Team New Zealand. 18.�Garbiñe Muguruza 19.�Vow And 
Declare. 20.�Brigid Kosgei 21.� Rafael Nadal. 22.�South Africa. 23.�Perth. 24.�Kyler Murray. 25.�Tayla Harris. 26.�Mercedes-AMG Petronas Motorsport. 27.�South Korea. 28.�Petra Kvitová. 29.�Liverpool.  
30.�Las Vegas.

Naomi Osaka

Lewis Hamilton

2020
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Star Central Queensland juniors shine at Rugby cup
By Liam Emerton 

Central Queensland’s best junior rugby stars 
took to Mackay on the weekend when the 
sugar capital hosted the Nyrie Contor Cup.

Rockhampton’s Colts and Brothers rugby 
clubs, Yeppoon’s Cap Coast Crocs, the Glad-
stone Goats, and the Emerald Rams took 
junior sides to Mackay last Saturday which 
hosted teams from the under-6s to the un -
der-17s. 

Central Queensland’s biggest success 
came in the form of the Gladstone Goats un -
der-12s, which finished the cup undefeated 
from four games. 

Their first match was against Rugby Cap-
ricornia rivals, the Cap Coast under-12s, 
which was a tough and tight battle. 

The Grufcs and Crocs battled hard and 
eventually, the Goats were able to win 20-12. 

The second match of the day for the Gruf -
cs was a less competitive contest, with the 
side smashing Nogoa 31-0. 

Backing that performance up, Gladstone 
took down Mackay 36-0 in an impressive dis -
play of both offence and defence. 

Their final game saw the Goats match up 
against the Whitsundays under-12 side. 

With an undefeated tournament in mind, 
the Grufcs outperformed their opponents 
to secure a 19-5 win and the under-12 Nyrie 
Contor Cup championship. 

Those results meant the side scored 106 
points while conceding just 17 across four 
games - including two clean sheets. 

Coach for the under-12 Goats Peter King 
said it was a great day and he was pleased 
with his side’s performance. 

“We managed to get four wins in the com -
petition, and because there were no finals 

they tallied up the points at the end of the 
day,” he said. 

“Overall we made 106 points and only 
conceded 17 points and that’s how we man -
aged to take out the overall winners. 

“Individually we have a lot of kids coming 
from a Rugby League background. 

“We showed them how to play a bit of 
Rugby Union before but they managed to 
pick it up very quickly. 

“They showed how good they really were.

“For us and our under-12s to win the com -
petition, it was just really great.”

There was plenty more success to come 
for the Grufcs on the day too, with under-16s 
Bronson Noble, Trevor King and Rhys Chad -
burn playing for the Whitsundays. 

King also managed to win Best and Fairest 
for the entire under-16 competition, which 
cemented the Grufcs’ successful Saturday. 

There was a great alliance shown between 
two Central Queensland teams when Uili Le-

malu battled as part of the under-14s Colts.
Some Colts under-12s also joined as part 

of the winning Grufcs side, which made for a 
great union on the day. 

The Colts under-14s had a strong day with 
two wins, a draw and an extremely unlucky 
loss with Clancy Hohn winning the under-14 
player of the carnival. 

The Cap Coast Crocs under-10s and 12s 
sides had a great day out, picking up some 
strong wins.

The Gladstone Goats under-12 side won their overall competition at the Nyrie Contor Cup on 
Saturday.  Picture: COURTESY OF GLADSTONE GOATS RUGBY

Colts Rugby Union’s Clancy Hohn picked 
up the under-14 player of the carnival on 
Saturday. 
 Picture: COURTESY OF COLTS RUGBY CLUB
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Bulls charge to the top
By Liam Emerton 

The Capricorn Challenge had an intriguing 
round of action on the weekend, with three 
teams getting up with strong wins. 

The Frenchville Falcons soared over the 
Port Curtis Cavaliers, the Cap Coast Parkana 
took a bite out of Rockhampton Brothers’ mo -
mentum, and the Gracemere Bulls charged 
out in front of the competition with a huge win 
over The Glen. 

Saturday’s results meant that Gracemere 
took the reigns on top of the table when they 
defeated The Glen by an incredible nine wick -
ets. 

The Glen won the toss and elected to bat, 
giving Kris McDonald and Kade Horan a 
chance to shine with the red ball.

McDonald picked up a solid 3/10 off 3.2 
overs, while Horan secured 3/36 off eight overs 
as the Bulls bowled The Glen out for 153 runs 
in the 39th over.

Luke Johnstone top-scored for the Bulls 
with 58 runs off 55 balls and team mate Mark 
O’Keeffe knocked up a half-century with 54 
runs off 66 balls as the side secured a bonus-
point victory, winning the match by the end of 
the 23rd over. Todd Harmsworth picked up an 
impressive 34 runs off 17 balls.

In the second match of the day, the French -
ville Falcons dismantled the newly-formed 
Port Curtis Cavs, winning by eight wickets at 
BITS Oval.

The Cavs opened the batting but could only 
manage 56 runs as the Falcons bowled their 
opposition out by the 34th over. 

Chaice Bidgood (3/14 from eight overs) was 
the best with the cherry for the Bulls as team -
mates Sam Chew (2/4 from three overs) and 
Dane Bidgood (2/8 from six overs) made no -
table contributions. 

It was then Chew who led with the bat, 
smashing eight fours as he accelerated to a 
rapid-fire 45 runs from 26 balls. 

Chew was eventually caught out by an out -
standing diving effort from a Cavs’ fielder off 
the bowling of young starlet Lachlan Allan. 

That was Allan’s second wicket of the con -
test but it was too little, too late for the Cavs 
as Bulls pair Brent and Lachlan Hartley scored 
the final runs. 

In the third and final match of Round 4 of 
the competition, the Cap Coast Parkana picked 
up a victory over the Rockhampton Brothers at 
the RCG on Saturday. 

Brothers won the toss and sent the Cap 
Coast side in to bat, where the side made 163 
off 39.4 overs.

Asher Colley was the best of the travelling 
side’s batsmen, scoring 33 from 49. 

Brothers’ Julian Harris, Riley Connor, Mack -
enzie Ralphs, Rion Banks and Tim Reid split 

the 10 wickets evenly amongst each other. 
Connor was then the best with the bat for 

Brothers with 64 not out from 84 balls, but it 
was not enough to get his side over the line. 

The Brothers’ club finished agonisingly 
close to the 164 required, falling short by five 
runs after running out of overs. 

Harry Mulville was handy with the ball, fin -
ishing on 2/13 off 6.1 overs.

This weekend will see Round 5 of the com-
petition, with The Glen hosting the Frenchville 

Falcons, Capricorn Coast Parkana taking on 
the Port Curtis Cavaliers, and the Gracemere 
Bulls challenging the Rockhampton Brothers. 

That will be the final round of the competi -
tion until 2021 with the sides entering the T20 
Competition. 

That competition will run for five rounds 
before the finals are hosted mid-December. 

All six Capricorn Challenge sides are sched-
uled to compete in the T20 competition. 

Frenchville Falcons opener Sam Chew flicking the ball towards fine leg in his terrific batting performance on Saturday.



62 CQ TODAY   Thursday, 19 November, 2020

WWW.AMANSTOYSHOP.COM
A Man’s Toyshop Shed Deals!
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ABN: 45 684 102 769

Open 7 Days 
8.00am - 5.00pm  

Monday - Friday
Closing times vary on weekends.
Prices outlined in this advertisement 
are available between Thursday 19th 
November 2020 to Wednesday 25th 
November 2020. Stock of all products 
are available at the time of compilation. 
Some products may not be available 
because of supplier delays. Trade & VIP 
Customers.

E&OE. CQ20-13Q
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�������������� COMBO TOOLKITWELDER BUNDLE

DRILL AND DRIVER 18V
2 PCE COMBO KIT

SCREWDRIVER BIT SET

RATCHET COMBO SET & 
SOCKET SET

$45

48321552 64 piece combo
set. Suits all 

building jobs.
Magnetic drive.

Premium - grade S2 
tool steel in case.

$899

WF-180MSTK1

$279

9416SS

Multi purpose power supply.
Welding trolley, promax 350
helmet, 4.5kg roll 0.9
gasless wire & gloves.

Ratchet ring  open
combo 16 piece

set. Metric & 1/4
- 3/8 socket set. AF

/metric.
38

PIECE

128 
PIECE
Metric & AF

Screwdriver set 
Phillips, Slotted, Pozidriv

Powder Coated Tool Box

Wrench Set 8 - 22mm, 1/4 - 15/16”
Socket Set 1/4, 3/8, 1/2” 660 x 406 x 

437mm

$999

89903

$699

AU68201554
Includes:

1 x hammer drill
1  x impact driver

1 x asc 30-36 V air-cooled charger
2 x 5.5 LIHD batteries

2 x metaloc II cases

12470458-JW47-20

Rockhampton team falls just short in Bundaberg 
By Allan Clarke 

The annual battle for supremacy between the 
Rockhampton and Bundaberg table tennis 
associations that started 50 years ago in 1970 
went down to the wire last Saturday night 
and Bundaberg’s players cashed in on their 
home-town advantage to wrest the Eric Cree 
Shield from their northern counterparts.

On Saturday, members of the Rock-
hampton club travelled to the Rum City to 
participate in inter-club team matches in a 
celebration of the 50th year since the two as -
sociations have been taking part in competi -
tive activities on an annual basis.

While Rockhampton has won these con -
tests 10 times over the past 12 years, the sev-
en-team contingent for 2020 narrowly failed 
to bring the trophy home with them when 
they lost by a solitary rubber in the match 
that made the difference. 

In the first and second divisions, Rocky 
won both contests when the two-person 
outfit of Joel Coughlan and Matt Pettett eas -
ily prevailed over Brett Fourro and Anushka 
Mudauge, as did Rayden Smith, Dane Cough-
lan and Matthew Steffen over Peter Spratley, 
Kaine Ryan and Braydon Chapman. Rocky did 
not drop a rubber in either match but some 
ended with results that were quite close.

The third section showdown saw James 
O’Sullivan, Jeff Green and Erica Nolan get off 
to a bad start to be in deficit by five rubbers 

to one, before they staged a great fightback 
when pitted against Andrew Udal, Jacob Bak -
er and Lorraine Fourro. Unfortunately, the 
Rocky trio went down 6-5 in a clash that had 
many opportunities to go the other way.

Darren Green made a comeback in fourth 
division, joining Nick Green and Allan Clarke 
for Rockhampton, and they got off to a good 
start over Kane Chantarat, Peter Poldervaart 
and Dave Delpratt when they led 5-0. Bunda -
berg staged a mini-revival in winning the 
next three rubbers, but Rocky won all of the 
last round of singles to post a solid 8-3 vic -
tory, on paper.

The Division 5 contest went the home 
club’s way by seven rubbers to four when 

Rashed Aziz, Matthew Udal and Travis Mc -
Dermid combined well to be just too strong 
for Rocky’s Dave Milverton, Chris Leitner 
and Geoff Geddes. Pretty much as expected, 
it was one-way traffic in the seventh section 
when Bundaberg’s combination of Hannah 
Sunley, Natasha Jefferson, Tia Zia and King-
sley Parrott were far too strong for Rocky’s 
Colte and Phill Nolte and Ian Coombe.

The clash that made all the difference, and 
was the last one to finish - which highlighted 
the fact that the overall challenge stood at 
three matches apiece - was the sixth divi -
sion showdown. Bundaberg’s Vinuka DeSilva, 
Steve Ricketts and Deleece McDonald staged 
a solid comeback victory over Rocky’s Emily 

Steffen, Linda O’Sullivan and Patricia Green, 
who probably had their chances when leading 
by five rubbers to three late in the encounter.

The final round of singles saw Ricketts nar -
rowly win over O’Sullivan in four close sets 
before DeSilva downed Green three straight. 
This created a 5-5 situation with the 14-year 
old Steffen having to beat seasoned veteran 
McDonald for the shield to travel back up the 
highway. In a very exciting clash, McDonald 
won the opening set 12-10 before the young -
ster levelled with a comfortable win. The next 
two games were shared to create a 2-2 situa-
tion and in the deciding game McDonald was 
the victor by a few points to receive a very 
noisy reception from her club-mates.

Peter Marris, the president of the Bundaberg 
association, receiving the trophy from Allan 
Clarke, the president of the Rockhampton 
Table Tennis Association.Our Rockhampton table tennis squad at Bundaberg.
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By Liam Emerton 

Swimmers from across the CQ region dove 
into the annual Tropics Swim Meet, hosted by 
the CQ Aquajets Swim Club. 

The event was the first held by the Aquajets 
since the enforced Covid-19 break and saw 
similar numbers to last year’s meet - despite 
added restrictions and regulations. 

The overall number of swimmers from clubs 
around the district was slightly down, but the 
numbers grew when Gladstone South Swim -
ming Club came to the pools for the meet. 

The host club had 11 swimmers compete 
across 40 races, with 27 personal bests attained, 
along with six silver and seven bronze medals. 

The Aquajets also picked up four state qual -
ifying times - one of the many reasons that the 
event was held. 

CQ Aquajets president Gary Knight said it 
was a phenomenal day and the club was happy 
with the turnout. 

“It was a different event this year because of 
the Covid restrictions,” he said. 

“We couldn’t have any spectators and any -
one there had to be doing a job. 

“Other than that, it ran very smoothly and 
there were some pretty great swims overall. 

“A few swimmers qualified for state, which 
is great.”

Knight said the event had very similar num -

bers to previous years and it was great to see 
the Gladstone South Swimming Club come to 
the meet.

“It was around the same people as last 
year,” he said. 

“In general most teams were down on last 
year.

“But we had Gladstone South come up, 
which brought the numbers back up to around 
about the same as last year. 

“With the restrictions, the coaches are usu -
ally just focusing on events that qualify their 
team for state. 

“And that’s good because it means all of them 
can swim good and do the best they can do.”

The Aquajets had a strong hit-out in the 
pools at their Tropics meet, something which 
Knight was really proud of. 

“We’ve been rebuilding for a while now,” he 
said. 

“We’ve got a lot of young kids coming 
through and learning the ropes.

“It was great to see them race and get some 
great PBs. 

“Toby is 15 and he’s been swimming for a 
while, and he had a two-second PB in his 100 
freestyle.

“It was good to see those sorts of things 
happen and the concentration on skills that 
the guys have been working on is showing off.”

Knight said it was the first time the Aquajets 
had hosted this season, and they took a lot of 
pointers from previous Covid-restricted meets.

“We traditionally have a meeting at this 
time of the year,” said Knight. 

“This was our first meet since the Covid re -
strictions. 

“But we weren’t the first meet since Covid 
came in. 

“Two weeks ago Caribeae Swimming Club 
hosted Beef City. 

“So we watched that fairly carefully and 
how that was run, what they did and made ad -
justments. 

“Once the day turned up, everyone did what 
they had to do and it was really, really good.” 

Knight told CQ Today that the club has had 
to pull back on some of its competitions this 
year, but he has still seen the swimmers de-
velop across this season. 

“For our club, we’ve wound back our com -
petitions this year,” he said. 

“We’ve focused on skills and worried about 
that this year. 

“Normally there’s a meet at Emu Park in 
early December but that has sadly been can-
celled.”

The 2020 Queensland Championships are 
set to be held on 12 December, with a possible 
CQ event being held before those important 
events. 

CQ Aquajets get tropical 

The team of CQ Aquajets ready to race at the Tropic Swim meet on Saturday.
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Central Coast Car Club is ready to tear up the track
By Liam Emerton 

This weekend will see the Central Coast Car 
Club (CCCC) of Gladstone tear up the bitu -
men in Round 3 of the Tarmac Motorkhana/
Khanacross series. 

The event will begin in the morning with 
a number of great drivers from across CQ 
already scheduled to attend the Benaraby 
Driver Education Facility on Saturday.

The event will be the final round of the 
competition, with the CCCC already com -
pleting the Dirt Khanacross/Motorkhana 
rounds. 

The last race day that the CCCC held  
attracted 32 competitors and this weekend, 
being the final race day, will hopefully be 
bringing more cars to the track. 

Keith Honour from the CCCC said it is 
shaping up to be a great day. 

“This weekend is the last round of the  

bitumen series, which consists of Khan -
across, starting at about 9am, and then we 
will upset the whole track and bring in the 
Motorkhana from around 1pm,” he said. 

“The last event we had seven juniors, 
which is a bumper crop for us, and hopefully 
we will have around four to five local juniors 
racing. 

“We’re looking for good numbers to finish 
off the year. 

“And hopefully the weather will be kind to 
us and put a bit of rain on there.” 

Honour said that Covid has changed the 
event slightly, but it has still been a great year 
for racing. 

“At the start of the year, everyone had to 
step back and stop doing everything,” he 
said. 

“We missed the first round of our series 
but then the regulations were relaxed a little 
bit. 

“We had an event in June and then we got 
back onto our dates and our series again. 

“This last one, this weekend, is a fill-in 
date provided for any cancellations. 

“And the good news is that we have ful -
filled our calendar. 

“Covid didn’t really affect us a lot except 
for the paperwork and guidelines we have to 
follow.

“We’re not allowed to have spectators, 
we’re not allowed to have people scrutineer -
ing - meaning people have to sign off on their 
own car and we’re not allowed to have trophy 
presentations.”

Honour is already looking forward to the 
2021 series, telling CQ Today that the CCCC 
has already pencilled in some dates. 

“Next year we’re looking for a good year 
again,” he said. 

“We’ve got to set our dates, we’ve got a few 
dates set up already. 

“Because the Benaraby motorsports is a 
big area, you’ve got speedway, drags, moto-
cross, you’ve got us and the drifting blokes all 
trying to get the same weekends. 

“It gets a bit dodgy when we can have it.”
The CCCC held a come-and-try ladies and 

juniors day in February of this year and will 
be planning to host that again in 2021. 

“Next year we will kick off at the end of 
February, the same as we did last year,” said 
Honour. 

“We held a bitumen come-and-try ladies 
and juniors only event.

“We’re trying to encourage a few more la -
dies and juniors out of the woodwork. 

“The event last year was really well  
attended but because of Covid, we lost that 
momentum. 

“Next year we’re looking to host that event 
and carry on throughout the rest of next year.

“We’re really looking forward to that.” 

Next generation steps up
The newest generation of Tannum Sands  
lifesavers has officially graduated with flying 
colours. 

The under-14 age group has spent the past 
two weekends at the Tannum Sands Surf Club, 
participating in an intensive Surf Rescue Cer -
tificate (SRC) course run by age manager and 
volunteer trainer/assessor, Rebecca Devine, 
but for some it has been up to nine years in the 
making.

Surf Lifesaving Australia requires nippers 
to achieve their relevant age Surf Education 
Award each season to be eligible to compete at 
the Branch and State Championship surf sport 
carnivals.

Devine explained that six of the 10 nip -
pers in this age group have been with the club 
since 2012/2013 as under-6 and 7s (referred to 
as Green Caps), with another three starting in 
2014 as under-8s. The latest recruit joined in 
2017 in under-11s.

“I have had the pleasure of being their age 
manager since 2013, but was involved with 
them as water safety in 2012, so I have wit-
nessed them all grow and mature over the 
years,” Devine said.

“To be able to deliver this final piece of 
training and assessment for their nipper pro -
gram, as a group, is an honour.”

While the glory of prowess in surf sports 
is alluring and great fun, the real value of the 
nipper program is in the Surf Education Award 
training, which covers a range of topics from 
sun safety, ecosurf, personal safety, mental 
health, physical health and wellbeing, first aid, 
resuscitation, signals, and a full range of surf 
rescue skills using rescue boards and rescue 
tubes.

“For this reason I think it is the best youth 
sport to be involved with – no other sport that 
I am aware of builds you up to achieve nation-

ally-accredited training qualifications at the 
age of 13 and then progress to a Certificate II 
in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue), otherwise 
referred to as the Bronze Medallion, when they 
turn 15; there are so many career pathways 
that can open up from there,” Devine added.

This season saw a re-format of the SRC 
content, with a greater focus on radio opera -
tion and mental health awareness as well as 
the core skills of CPR and defib operation and 
performing a rescue of a conscious and un -

conscious patient on a rescue board and res-
cue tube.

The graduates will maintain their skills by 
undertaking a proficiency assessment each 
season.

The proficiency assessment ensures that 
patrolling members keep their skills and 
knowledge current to be able to competently 
perform a rescue without putting themselves 
or the public at risk.

There are still a number of proficiency as -

sessment sessions planned for the next month, 
so if you are at Tannum Sands Main Beach or 
Wild Cattle Creek and see what looks like a 
rescue, don’t panic; it’s just our local volunteer 
lifesavers gearing themselves up to make sure 
they can deliver the highest possible standard 
of public aquatic safety for the community.

Remember, if the lifesavers can’t see you, 
they can’t save you - always swim between the 
red and yellow flags.

’She’ll be right won’t save your life.’

The under-14s in their patrol uniform after completing their Surf Rescue Certificate on the weekend. From left to right are: Jack Lynch, Kai Devine, 
Sam Churchward, Brooke Copsey, Jessica Buck, Camille Bebendorf, Samantha Russell, Liam Morris, Reuben Gordon and Oscar Wemmerslager.

The under-14s practicing their CPR and AED 
techniques - working together as a team.

Patrol members practice their spinal board 
recovery techniques as part of their annual 
skills maintenance assessment.

The Green Caps take time out to hydrate on 
Nipper Sunday.

The under-14s practice their team lifting and carrying techniques to bring an unconscious patient 
on the rescue board up on to the beach safely.

The under-8s enjoy their racing, but love 
learning about surf rescue as well.



64 CQ TODAY   Thursday, 19 November, 2020

���������������������
����������������
���������
����
���
���



	���
�

�������������������������•

••••�•��•��� ���­������€� ������•�������������������‚���ƒ�����„� �������€�������•����	������€����…�����������	������€�����­•�������€����­����� ���•������†‡�ˆ‰������Š��•�������������•�����€��…�������­��•����������������­�����† €�����­­�������‰��‹�€����� ��…€���������•������•���…��€���Œ�Ž�
 ��…€���‚���•������������������€�����������������•��� ���­������€� ������•�����€�����������‘���…��������������­•�������€����­��������•������†‡ �ˆ‰������Š��•�������������•�����€��…����������­��•�����€�����•��� ���­������€� ���������������€���������€�­���������’“”��­����������������
�€��� ��������…���•�����…����–����•����…������ ��€���…�������•��…���������ˆ������������€�����•�����•������•��� ���­�����������—������­�����…������•�� ����•��•�������•���������†����•���…�����„˜™�����š›•����•���€������‘����•���‰��Œ�������…����­���������œ������•���������������•��������� ���ž�����€��
­������€�������­���ž��������•��˜���•������€��…��������•����������‘������� �����Ÿ�	¡¡��

���������
��������������

� �
���
 	��

�������������������������������

������������

����������
���������
���

12
47

10
96

-H
L4

7-
20

Can hardly split them 
By Liam Emerton 

The Boyne Island/Tannum Sands (BITS) Golf 
Club hosted its annual men’s Open on Satur -
day with 65 golfers swinging into action.

There were 30 A Grade competitors, 20 B 
Grade participants and 15 C Grade golfers 
competing on the wonderful day.

Despite the cool breeze, the heat was on in 
the A Grade competition with the winner and 
runner-up separated by just one stroke.

The A Grade winner and champion of 
the open was Scott Gibbs, who represented  
Calliope Golf Club, finishing on par (72). 

A Grade runner-up was Stephen Dietrich 
with a 73, finishing on one-over par. 

Des Powell (10-over par) and Steve Geh-
rmann (18-over par) won the B Grade and C 
Grade competitions respectively. 

The day was sponsored by Tannum Meats, 
Star Hotels, Gomez Golf, Portside Plumbing, 
Instrumentation and Electrical P/L, which 
the BITS Golf Club thanked on the day. 

The full results can be found below. 
In other golfing news, Boyne Island’s 

Shane Kitching recorded 76 points to win the 
CQ C Grade men’s ‘Golfer of The Year’ award. 

Kitching bested Duaringa’s Ian Edmistone 
by a huge margin of 34 points to take out the 
C Grade title. 

Biloela’s Dylan Parish won his first CQ 
men’s golfer of the year event, finishing the 
year with a total of 85 points in the A grade di -
vision, winning the event by nine points from 
Yeppoon’s Ben Swaffield (76), Damien Ling 
(75) and Daryl Myles (54).  
BITS Men’s Open results:
A GRADE: Gross winner and champion was 
Scott Gibbs (0) from Calliope GC with par 72.
Runner-up was Stephen Dietrich (+1) on 73.
Net winner was Jim Kington (7) with a 70 net.
Runner-up was Ross Craven (6) on 71 net.
B GRADE: Gross winner was Des Powell (10) 
with 80.
Runner-up was Dealer Hull (9) in a four-way 
countback with 82.
Net winner was Calvin Norris (12) with a 70 
net.
Runner-up was Brian James (10) with 72 net 
on a c/b.
C GRADE: Gross winner was Steve Gehrmann 
(18) with 82.
Runner-up was Shane Kitching (15) on 88.
Net winner was Josh O’Donohue (22) with a 
61 net.
Runner-up was Justin Redgrave (27) on a c/b 

with 72 net.
Nearest to pin

 · Hole 3 - D. Adams - 2nd shot.

 · Hole 11 - R. Myles.

 · Hole 16 - S. Beers.
Long Drive

 · A Grade - R. Myles.

 · B Grade - P. Clapperton.

 · C Grade - C. Aitkin. 
The champion of the BITS Men’s Open, Scott Gibbs, with BITS Golf Club VC Mick Kidd. Gibbs 
finished on par for the event, winning the A Grade competition.
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