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Rockynats makes its huge return to Rockhampton.

Rockynats is on!

By Liam Emerton

Welcome to Rare Spares Rockynats 02 - this
year we're bigger, better and FASTER than ever.

Whether you love the drags, the burnouts,
the drifting or the show and shine, there is
something for everyone.

Last year’s inaugural event was extremely
successful with more than 40,000 people walk-
ing through the gates throughout the long
weekend.

Over 1000 vehicles showed up for the Sum-
mernats sister-event including over 800 for the

street parade which was a massive hit with
kids and adults alike.

This year it’s believed those numbers will
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boom to even greater heights and there are
some stunning vehicles to look out for.

For those into the Show and Shine, the Mc-
Donald’s Showgrounds Precinct is the place to
be.

With a number of beautiful cars and bikes
on display you can truly get a sense of how
much love and affection the car enthusiasts
have for their pride and joy.

For the people who live life an eighth-mile
at a time, look no further than the street and
pro drags which will be out in force this year.

After having their competition cut short at
the inaugural Rare Spares Rockynats, there’s
no doubts that those keen on straight-line rac-
ing will be revving and ready to go.
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But if you prefer sharp corners and sliding
into bends then the drifting precinct will be
your avenue.

Added viewing below has been set in place
for easier access for fans and so all can get a
great view of the action.

But if you're a two-wheel (or even three)
lover, then the free bike precinct will be your
favourite area.

The Bob’s Bulk Booze Bike precinct was
popular for those who love motorbikes from
all eras.

And of course how could you not love the
smell of burning rubber, the sight of smoke
and the pop of bursting tires all playing out in
front of the gorgeous Fitzroy River.

The Buddy’s Fire burnout precinct was al-
ways packed full of spectators and it will un-
doubtedly be one of the most popular events
once again here at Rare Spares Rockynats 02.

Beyond the cars and the main attractions,
there’s plenty more to do at Rare Spares Rock-
ynats 02.

Why not see the filthiest and luscious mul-
lets at the new Mulletfest competition? Or
make your way down to see the Miss Rockabil-
ly-nats pin up competition.

There’s so much to do at Rare Spares Rock-
ynats 02 so enjoy yourselves and delve into the
hottest event of Easter.

Rockhampton
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Tourism
Minister’s
welcome

By the Minister for Tourism,

Innovation and Sport and Minister
Assisting the Premier on Olympics and
Paralympics Sport and Engagement
The Hon. Stirling Hinchliffe MP

Welcome to Rockynats Car Festival,
a wonderful opportunity to immerse
yourself in Rockhampton’s local culture
and community, and hopefully explore
some of the superb tourism experienc-
es on offer here.

The impacts of the pandemic
have provided incredible challeng-
es, but thanks to the hard work of
Queenslanders our state was one of the
first to put in place a COVID Safe Event
Framework which paved the way for
events such as this one to take place.

The Queensland Government is
proud to support Rockynats Car Fes-
tival, through Tourism and Events
Queensland’s Destination Events Pro-
gram and it is a feature on our It’s Live!
in Queensland events calendar.

Events are an important part of our
state’s economic recovery from the
pandemic because they attract visitors
to the region which stimulates the local
economy and supports local jobs.

Events are also an important oppor-
tunity for communities, friends, families
and visitors to come together, creating
community pride and reconnecting us.

Congratulations to the event organis-
ers and all those involved in organising
this event — may it be a successful one.

If you are visiting for the event, I en-
courage you to make some time to ex-
plore the diverse tourism experiences on
offer in this beautiful region.

The Hon. Stirling Hinchliffe MP
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Rockhampton Regional Mayor Tony Williams.

Message from our

Mayor Williams

By Rockhampton Regional
Mayor Tony Williams

Welcome to the 2022 Rare Spares Rockynats
Car Festival — the biggest dedicated car and
bike festival in the state!

Following an extremely successful inaugu-

Greg Bowden

By Advance Rockhampton
Executive Manager Greg Bowden

From Beef Week, one of the world’s biggest cat-
tle events, to our annual River Festival, Rock-
hampton is known for hosting one-of-a-kind
events that attract thousands of locals and visi-
tors alike.

As Queensland’s biggest car and bike festival
offering three days of high-octane fuelled ac-
tion, Rare Spares Rockynats truly is an event like
no other and a proud addition to Rockhamp-
ton’s burgeoning events calendar.

With more than 45,000 people having passed
through the precinct gates during Rockynats 01,
albeit in the middle of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, this inaugural event not only helped to put
Rocky on the Radar for thousands of intrastate
visitors but also provided a welcome boost to
our local bars, cafes and restaurants, tourism
operators, accommodation providers, and the
wider community.

Now it’s second year, the 2022 event will be
even bigger and better than the last, with thou-
sands set once again to enjoy the Easter long
weekend in the Rockhampton region.

From burnouts, bikes and drag races to the
Miss Rockabilly-Nats Competition and pro-
wrestling, the 2022 Rare Spares Rockynats fes-
tival program has something for everyone to
enjoy. Whether you've travelled from as near
as Frenchville or as far as Dubbo or Darwin to
attend Rockynats this weekend, I'd like to say
a big ‘thank you’ for supporting this incredible
event and the countless vendors, businesses,
and families you help support as a result. I also
encourage you to take the opportunity that the
long weekend presents to #ExploreRockhamp-
ton and the wider region — from meerkats and
riverside cafes to mountain views, national
parks, professional bull riding and pristine
beaches.

ral event in 2021 held amid the challenges of
a global pandemic, Council is excited to once
again partner with the Summernats Team to
bring Rockynats back to our region. With the
2022 program promising to be an even bigger
and better showcase of all things high-octane,
it'll be an event that’s sure to satisfy the inner

rev-head in everyone. On behalf of our com-
munity, local businesses, and Council’s Ad-
vance Rockhampton team, I hope you enjoy
the incredible line-up of cars and bikes that'll
be on display throughout the weekend and, if
you're visiting, enjoy your stay in our beautiful
region.

welcomes Rockynats 02

Advance Rockhampton executive manager Greg Bowden.
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By Liam Emerton

Rockynats 02 naming rights sponsor Rare
Spares is back on board for this year’s massive
event.

The business, which specialises in restora-
tion products for Australian made classic cars
are incredibly keen to be back supporting this
amazing weekend.

It all started when Rare Spares retail opera-
tions manager and national sales manager Joe
Xuereb took a trip out to Red Centre NATS and
had a chance encounter with former mayor
Margaret Strelow.

From there a conversation bloomed about
the inaugural Rockynats which was set for
2020.

However due to uncertainty around the Co-
vid pandemic that event was postponed until
2021, and Rare Spares were still extremely keen
to be involved.

“She was so positive about it. I was on the
board at the time and I made a report about
Red Centre Nats and then Rockynats came
up,” said Mr Xuereb.

“Lance and I came up here and thought it

Rare Spares retail operations manager and national sales manager Joe X

Rare Spares backs 'nats
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uereb and Rare Spares general manager Lance Corby.

was a good fit.

“We thought it was going to be a good plat-
form for us.

“We then got involved and apart from the
weather and a few hiccups with freight com-
panies it was great.

“It gave us an opportunity to talk to our core
customer base and lets them put a face to the
guys who are running the company.”

“For us the demographics are fantastic and
I have to say it’s such a laid back atmosphere
here that it is great for us.”

Rare Spares general manager Lance Corby
said there was no doubt in their minds that
they would be back this year.

“One of the reasons that we're back here
today is because whenever we go and partner
with an event, whether that be Summernats,
we've been with for 31 years and other events,
Rockynats was another natural one we had to
be involved in,” he said.

“But we go in with a long term view, we
never go in and see what it’s like one year and
then decide.

“We were committed this year and we are
committed to future years as well.

“It was a good event for us last year, as Joe
said there were a few things that weren't quite
right but it was the first event per the team
here in Rocky.

“We think they did a fantastic job from what
they did. They would have learnt a lot and we
learnt a lot too.”

Mr Xuereb added to Mr Corby’s thoughts,
believing this year will be even greater than the
inaugural event.

“Rockhampton Regional Council has relied
on a lot of feedback from us and we got a lot of
feedback from last year’s patrons.

“There were minor things that were nega-
tives but the conversations that we've had, the
council has really been addressing those and
put an emphasis on things like spectator view-
ing points.

“I'd like to see some better weather haha! I
think the crowd will increase from last year.

“The word is out amongst other people
not just in Queensland, last year it was like a
Queensland-centralised event but after the
first one, there was very good feedback.

“We will get a mixture of states this year.
Last year we had the Covid lockdown and peo-

ple couldn’t get out of Brisbane till Thursday.

“If we end up with a better weekend weath-
er-wise you'll find it'll be even more success-
ful.”

Rare Spares is undoubtedly the biggest car
restoration company in Australia, especially in
terms of Holdens and Fords, with team mem-
bers as passionate as their loyal customers.

Generally, most of their staff are car enthu-
siasts and know what theyre talking about
when it comes to their client’s pride and joy.

Without the work that Rare Spares does,
some projects might never turn out as well as
they currently do.

From a restoration standpoint, the compa-
ny has over 10,000 part numbers in their range
and even their smallest store has 4,800 indi-
vidual parts on display in the front of house.

The team is currently working on roughly
300 projects, from small to large, which can
take months or even years to complete.

“We don't rely on what we've got, we're al-
ways looking ahead,” said Joe Xuereb.

“People really appreciate what we do.

“The key to what we do is introducing new
products to the marketplace.”

RARE 2 GREAT REASONS TO VISIT THE RARE SPARES STAND AT ROCKYNATS

SALE

SPARES

1

OF 500

PRIZES

SEE THE ROAMING RARE SPARES GIRLS ON

SATURDAY + SUNDAY AND GRAB YOUR KEY TO ENTER QUR
COMPETITION FOR A CHANCE TO WIN AN AWESOME PRIZE.

=0%0FF*

+ FREE SHIPPING

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED ONLINE AT
RARESPARES.NET.AU

12539922-HC12-22
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DRIFTING

Ben Barnes is ready to put on another show this year.

By Liam Emerton

Sliding around a circuit and drifting into cor-
ners isn't everyone’s cup of tea but for Ben
Barnes it’s a life passion.

A Rockhampton local, Barnes cruised the
streets of our city one day hoping that hed
have his chance to shine on a big stage.

Barnes started getting into the sport when
watching it on the internet and his passion
only grew from there.

Barnes’ father was very supportive and
helped by buying a SS Ute, which he still has
today, for Barnes which was the catalyst for his
love of drifting.

But never did he imagine that he would
be drifting in his hometown in front of over
40,000 onlookers.

Especially not in a car park adjacent to the
stunning Fitzroy River.

But that’s exactly what took place at the
inaugural Rare Spares Rockynats and, despite
the rain slowing him down just a touch, it was
one of his favourite experiences ever.

“This first year was really good fun. All of us
boys had a really good time showing off drift-
ing as a sport,” said Barnes.

“For people who haven't witnessed it or
seen it in person before it was a good honour
to be able to demonstrate the sport to every-
one.

“Everything was good, even though it was
the first event.

“We have a good team this year so it'll be
good to get out there and please the crowd
again.”

Even though Barnes has been involved in
drifting for a number of years, the experience
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Ben Barnes sliding around the track.

of Rockynats was certainly unique.

“Rockynats was different for me at first be-
cause it was classed as a demonstration,” he
said.

“We did a set course and managed tire-
wear, managed the cars, so make sure they
weren't getting too hot and pace yourself in
that aspect.

“It was very constant and very full on the
whole weekend so it was good.

“It was different to what I'm used to be-

e T

cause normally it’s a free-for-all and you can
go whenever you want.

“You get to the track and pay your money
and have a good time with your mates.

“It was certainly different but it was very
fun at the same time.”

Hopefully this year will see some better
weather for our drifters, who mainly had to
deal with a constantly slick track due to the
rain on the course.

That did impede the drifting team in areas

ROCKYN?
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Ben Barnes enjoyed all that Rockynats had to offer.

Ben Barnes bringing joy

and somewhat took away from the spectacle of
itall.

But Barnes is confident that the squad is
going to shine no matter what mother nature
throws at them.

“After we were laying rubber down all day
Saturday it made the course a lot more slip-
pery,” he said.

“With drifting you can work your way
around that kind of stuff.

“It’s the art of balancing the vehicle while
it's in a state of loss of control but still under
control.

“You just had to be more careful with the
vehicle and it was alot slower around the track.

“But you learn as a driver to drive around
these things.”

As a local Barnes has found himself count-
ing down the days for Rockynats 02 and said
drifting around his home is something he
wants to continue to be a part of.

“It was good fun and it was good to be able
to do it in front of my hometown with all my
mates as well,” he said.

“It was a big honour and I feel very thank-
ful and grateful to be asked back to drive with
some high-quality drivers from across the
country.

“We've got boys coming up from Mel-
bourne, Sydney and the Gold Coast, so it’s
pretty good.

“Last year obviously Covid made it difficult
for a lot of the drivers so unfortunately a lot of
them couldn'’t go.

“But this year we have got many, many,
many more drivers expected to be here.

“I couldn’t tell you the exact figure but it’s
definitely going to be more than last year.”

NATS

e
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BUY ROCKYNATS MERCH!
SUMMERNATS.COM.AU/MERCH

12537827-HC12-22



DRIFTING PRECINCT MAP

DRIFTING PRECINCT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

BURSON

Archer St

Buddy

By Liam Emerton

Without committed and ready fire crews there
cannot be any burnouts and once again thanks
to Buddy'’s Fire we will have just that.

The team has come on board to support
Rockynats 02 after a very successful inaugural
event.

For owner Michael ‘Buddy’ Hearn, it’s all
about safety and he’s been able to add even
more people to the roster this year.

“We sponsored it last year and were on
again this year, it’s just in our blood,” he said.

“We sponsor the burnouts but we are there
for the whole Rockynats like the drifting, the
street parade and everything.

“We had a couple of real bad fires last year.
But no one got hurt and that’s the main thing.

“We had 35 people over at the burnouts last
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SPECTATOR ENTRY

SHUTTLE DROP OFF / PICK UP

ACCESSIBLE PARKING

TOILETS

NEURON E-SCOOTERS

0 FIRST AID

@ PLATINUM & GOLD ACCESS ONLY

@ ACCESSIBLE VIEWING PLATFORM

QUAY ST SHOW | BIKES }
4X4 | STREET DRAGS
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Fitzroy St
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*Multiple road closures in place throughout Rockhampton CBD.

The Rockynats fire crew, sponsored by Buddy’s Fire were crucial to last year’s success.

year but we've got another 10 going over this
year. So we've got 40 people in Buddy’s fire-
proof outfits to make sure we don't have any

issues at all. We're there from the start, and we
have fire gear over at our shop as soon as the
cars start getting here.”

**Map and Program subject to change.

Away from the fires and their products,
Buddy said the event was great last year and it
showecases the very best of Rockhampton.

“I've been involved with cars ever since I
was 15 and I won two Speed Machine of the
year titles,” he said.

“I've been to nearly every car show in Aus-
tralia and I do a lot of judging at car shows.

“It’s the best thing out. This year’s numbers
will be great.

“We're the second-biggest car event, behind
Summernats, and this is only our second year.
That'’s saying something for sure.

“My family loves it, my wife loves it and my
kids love it. They’ll bring their family along be-
cause they've been involved with cars for as
long as I've been. I just love it and if I can get
on board next year I'll be doing it again.”

“We don’t
just take you
for a drive,
we teach you
how to drive”

Best Business of 2021

~. ThreeBest

12535275-JC12-22
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1 TUF HG will be ready to smoke the competition this year.

Champion wants 02

By Liam Emerton

Last year’s burnout champion is back and he’s
ready to burn rubber for the massive crowd
once again.

Warren Gersekewski took out last year’s title
and he’s ready to reclaim it but he faces stiff
competition once again.

The Burnout precinct was arguably the
most popular of all the events at the inaugural
Rockynats, so at the Rare Spares Rockynats 02
there’s even more pressure to perform.

With the high quality shown by all competi-
tors there’s no doubt there’s going to be a target
on Gersekewski’s back but he isn’t worried.

“It’'s going to be good, it was a bloody awe-
some weekend last year,” he said.

“Every event there was on the streets of
a public bit of bitumen so it was a really big
drawcard.

“T'll definitely be back, don’t you worry
about that.

“There’s going to be a heap more competi-
tors there this year especially with the borders
being open.

“Everyone is heading there this year so it'll
be good to have even more competition there
this year.”

Barry O’Rourke MP

a f‘)}?'
The winner’s trophy from last year.

Gersekewski, who is from Toowoomba has
been racing for over three decades but his love
of burnouts truly began at the original prime
racing event.

12536089-HC12-22

Member for Rockhampton

visitors to

our'city for
ROCKYNATS
2022

b

Advertisement Authorised by Mr B O’Rourke, 192 Quay Street, Rockhampton Q 4700
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“We've been circuit racing and running
events at The Downs here in Toowoomba for
thirty years,” said Gersekewski.

“Around 12 or 13 years ago, I made the trip
down to Summernats, just as a spectator.

“Twelve months later we built the ute, my
1 TUF HG, and then we entered the following
year and haven't missed one since.

“You get to travel around Australia and you
meet some awesome people from all across
the country which is good.

“And you get to see the world as well while
competing at the events.”

Aveteran of all the ‘nats’ events, Gersekews-
ki said he was really impressed by the inaugu-
ral year of Rockynats.

“It's unique on its own because the event
like I said, is on a car park and boat ramp,” he
said.

“There’s no other event that does it on a bit
of road.

“Rockynats, every event is on the streets, so
it's a uniqueness of that event which is great.

“All the drags on the street in front of a pub,
how good is that!”

Giving Rockynats News some tips on what
it is like to be in the car during an incredible
burnout, Gersekewski said it’s 50/50 skill and

SPECIALISING IN

luck rolled into one.

“You go into your tip-ins and you have a
rough idea of where you are,” he said.

“Don’t get me wrong there’s a lot of guess-
work and a lot of risks taken.

“As the sport is evolving it’s not just a static
burnout, it’s moving all the time and moving
fast.

“You have to move around the pad at high
speed so there is a lot of risks taken.

“The guys are putting $100,000-plus cars
on the line to put on a show and win the
comp.

Nighttime is good, you use lights as a refer-
ence point. But during the day you've got the
grandstand but there’s certainly a lot of guess-
work.”

Even though Gersekewski said there’s a
lot of guesswork going into a strong burnout,
there is plenty of pre-planning beforehand.

That includes things like the weather and
which was the smoke is travelling, with watch-
ing and learning from people before you key to
your own success.

And the best feeling in the world for
Gersekewski is hearing that crowd cheer when
he’s in the middle of the smoke and skidding
his tires for their entertainment.

MOTOR TRIMMING
AND UPHOLSTERY

Qualified Tradesman with over

40 Years of experience

WE DO:

¢ Full custom car and hotrod interiors

¢ Hoodlinings * Boats

¢ Aeroplane interiors

* Repair of car interiors
¢ Furniture restoration
¢ And much more

Don’t be afraid to ask,
I might just do it.

12536083-JW12-22

Dragon Prestige
L 0427 272 400

rick@dragonprestige.com.au
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Entering the ring of fire

By Liam Emerton

Ryan ‘Bubba’ Lofts became a sensation in CQ
Today when his car ‘Or What’ was captured on
fire at the inaugural Rare Spares Rockynats.

CQ Today’s photographer was up in the
grand stand when Bubba’s car caught fire in a
seriously scary scene at the burnout precinct.

The photo tells an incredible story of when
Bubba and his passenger realise what is occur-
ring in a blink of an eye.

The moment also showcased the great work
of the Buddy’s Fire crew who were able to ex-
tinguish the blaze quickly and effectively.

That meant Bubba only ended up with a
small burn to his arm, with even the car only
sustaining very minor exterior damage.

Rockynats News caught up with Bubba
prior to the Rare Spares Rockynats 02, to talk
about that wild experience.

“All T thought was Holy $*** I'm on fire,” he
said.

“I shut off the car straight away. It was also
my first ever proper fire.

“[The experience besides the fire] was awe-
some and it was something different.

“It didn’t take us two days to get there,
which is always great.”

Bubba will be back this year after he said
that it was a great event that was planned out
well.

“I'm just trying to finish a skid without a fire
this year,” Bubba said chuckling.

“The pad was pretty grippy but as the week-
end went on it got better.

“But the event had a good layout I reckon.

“My car’s in the paint shop right now so it’ll
be brand new ready for it.”

Also catering for the tea lovers with a range of T2 teas available,
or try a cold smoothie. Gluten Free & Vegan options available

See our Facebook page for Rockynats trading hours
49 William Street, Rockhampton
thetwoprofessors@gmail.com

L4927 2301

THETWO
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By Liam Emerton

Shane Page was the inaugural winner of the
Pro Drags competition in 2021 and this year
he will be at the Rare Spares Rockynats 02 to
defend his title.

Although he would be keen on keeping the
title as Rockynats’ best pro drag driver, there’s
just hope everyone competing can get through
the entire comp this year.

The first-ever Rockynats’ drag competition
was cut short last year due to the wet weather
but this year there’s hope it will be all sunshine
for those driving down the eighth of a mile
strip.

Page said he is eager to get out in front of
the Heritage Hotel and take on an extended
field.

“I've had a lot of people hit me up and want
to take me out this year so I've had to do some
upgrades and get some more traction to the
ground so hopefully take out number two,” he
said.

“When you're in the car you're not really
noticing too much around you but obviously
when you're there and watching other people
and people are on the balcony cheering you
on, it’s actually quite good.

“It was good, it was a pretty big success for
their first time.”

With the bonus of no potential covid lock-
down, and people being more alert to the priz-
es on offer, Page said that this year will be a lot
stronger in terms of competition.

“Alot of people didn't realise the prize mon-
ey they gave. I had a $5000 voucher and $500
cash,” he said.

At Rockynats 02 we welcome back the champion.

“Once they knew about that they all
thought, wow, I'm into it next year. It’s educat-
ed a lot of people to come and give it a go this

year. It'll be interesting this year, that’s for sure.

“I've had one of the guys who came second,
Luke, he’s done a fair bit of work to his car and

Page’s champion chapter

I've done the same to mine.

“We went down to a local track and I beat
him in the end so he turned around and said
it was time to get back to the drawing board.

“So I don’'t know what he’s going to do now
but he’s gotta come up with something else to
try and get me this year.”

Touching on the preparation for Rockynats
02, Page said there was a lot of time and effort
put into making sure everything runs smooth-
ly.

“With the car, there are a few things you
look at,” he said.

“With off-street drags there’s no prep so you
have to sort out tire pressure and shock adjust-
ments to make it work its best on the street.

“But there’s a lot of things you have to play
with. Cars that don’t have that adjustment and
just running standard get hurt a little bit with
trying to get traction down.

“There’s always a bit of everything, making
sure suspensions right, pressures right, mak-
ing sure you have tread and then sending it
down the track.

Page has always been into all things with a
motor since he was a kid, starting with motor-
bike racing when he was young. He then gave
that up after seven years and began racing
four-wheel-drives for seven years.

And then after one thing led to another his
love for tough cars grew and now he’s poured
the most expenses into his current car.

And that’s proved to be fruitful for Page,
who this year will be keen to regain his trophy
as best pro drag racer at the Rare Spares Rock-
ynats 02.

By Liam Emerton

Melissa Mackay and her team work so in-
credibly hard for the Rare Spares Rockynats
to be amazing that without them it might
have never been the same.

From preparing the track to making sure
everything is sailing smoothly, there aren’t
a bit of the drags that Mackay and the team
doesn't influence.

Around 15 people will be behind the
scenes, working hard to make sure the drags
run properly but beforehand at least 30 peo-
ple will be involved in the prep work.

All of that work clearly doesn’t happen
overnight so preparation is key to making
the event as good as it was in the inaugural
Rockynats.

“I'm hoping it doesn’t get cut short like last
year due to the rain,” said Mackay.

“Everyone enjoyed it, I didn't expect so
many people to turn up but now there’s even
more viewing for people.

“It was just massive last year, the drags
and everything else of course.

“We were lucky last year because we

Days behind the

J.---"r'_'_ -
What a view our drag crew has.

didn’t have any mishaps on the tracks, which
was really good.”

Within those people behind the scenes
there’s no doubt that there are plenty of
women who work hard to make sure the
drags are as close to perfect as possible.

“I think a lot of people underestimate the
women but they're the ones who really pay
attention to the details,” said Mackay.

“A lot of us are drivers ourselves. If you
have someone who knows all about drags it
makes everything a lot easier.

“All the girls who work with us have all
been in the drags scene for at least 30 years
so they're all well-known drag people.”

The influence of women in the sport is on
display during the weekend as well.

Mackay is the starter, Kylie Smith is the

x4 5 \
Back: Noel Smith, Kylie Smith, Toni Cowan,
Stan Smith. middle Russell Mackay, Carol
Smith and front Melissa Mackay.

person who brings all the cars up into line
against each other while others help keep
them in a line down the street.

“I really like [being the race starter], it's
good fun,” said Mackay.

“You can only hold cars so long before
they start cracking up at you.

“You've got a front-row seat and you can
see everything going on so it’s really good.”

o

& Zattery World

¢2-¢110-22e9ese

www.batteryworld.com.au
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¢ Battery

We have the right battery for you
We’'re the Batteryologists

Phone: 4926 6593
3/415 Yaamba Road North Rockhampton
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STREET DRAGS PRECINCT MAP

STREET DRAGS PRECINCT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

@ Garrett

ADVANCING MOTION

FOOD | BAR| TRADE
4 OQUAY ST SHOW
DRIFTING PRECINCT SWL RACING

4X4 DISPLAY

@ @ e SPECTATOR VIEWING

SPECTATOR VIEWING

Yo,
U 1/8 MILE DRAGSTRIP FINISH Quay St

A
‘P; SPECTATOR VIEWING
2

FORM UP

e PLATINUM & GOLD ACCESS ONLY

William St

@ ACCESSIBLE VIEWING PLATFORM

4 CARS, COFFEE & CRUISING

BIKE PRECINCT
& SPECTATOR
ENTRY *Multiple road closures in place throughout Rockhampton CBD.
v **Map and Program subject to change.

The Core of drag success

By Liam Emerton buildings fly past,” he said. ' _ ! | -“ ; m[- E ' r
T ———————————————— 3 % 1
. \ “And especially going next to the river, it’s =) - . - H ,
The street drags section of last year’s Rare I D Y 80ing : e - — == '
. . S such a good spot. ., . N
Spares Rockynats were incredibly entertaining P ) - i V
. . . It was excellent and an awesome experi- 27, "R L ) —

and the champ is coming back for his crown. ence = . : LU I __ =0 L=

Jye Core took out the section last year and ) : . — : 5 s
he’s ready to repeat that feat come the Rare
Spares Rockynats 02.

“The car’s all good to go so were coming
back to have a crack at it for sure,” he said.

“It was the first time for me, the street rac-
ing event, and it was different.

“We had no idea and we weren’t chasing
[first place].

“We knew we were going okay but it was a
shock when we won it.

“We haven’'t done much to the car.”

Overall, Core said the whole event was re-
ally well put together, particularly the street

“Trying to control it, get it out of the ground
and get it all happening was great.

“I reckon it was a massive success.”

Speaking on the experience of dragging
down the main street in front of thousands of

parade.

“I really enjoyed that street cruise atmo-
sphere, that was unreal,” he said.

“The different parts of the events in differ-
ent areas of town were really cool because we
were just cruising in the car everywhere.

Jye Core will be back into the action this weekend.

sure down, get the helmet on and we were rac-

this year with more people heading into Rock-

people, Core said it was a surreal experience. hampton without a Covid lockdown affecting
“It was a funny feeling watching all the “And then all we did was drop the tire pres- There will be added competition for Core proceedings in 2022.

o

Suppliers/Install
of these brands
~-and many more

5 .

vzl N\  [ZALPINE

Car Audio Visual

& Car Alarm : .
Specialists | Cla[IOH
Call us on PH (07) 4926 6256 __

1/251 Ford Street North Rockhampton, QLD 4701 www.rockhamptoncarsound.com.au
12538605-BL12-22
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Elite: Her LX Is special

By Liam Emerton

All you need to know is that it's HER LX.

Judith Menso’s first car is unlike many oth-
ers, and the love she has poured into it is sec-
ond to none.

That's because Menso’s 1977 Holden LX
Torana has been restored into a beautiful pur-
ple beast.

Menso and her husband Rodney were able
to unveil the LX at the first Rare Spares Rock-
ynats and they’ll be back to display it at the
Rare Spares Rockynats 02.

But it wasn't always the way it is now, Menso
told Rockynats News that the Torana found it-
self almost unrecognisable.

“This year, in 2022, I've had it for 30 years
and it was my first car,” she said.

“It was a blue four-cylinder opal. It was
bought for me by my parents, they gave us a
couple of thousand to buy our first car.

“It was a little bit more so I had to pay the
difference and then it was my car and I could
putaV8init.

“Over the 30 years, it stopped being my dai-
ly drive and after sitting shed for a fair while it
got into a state of disrepair.

“But someone was talking about Torana-
fest and so we started working on it and we
had grand plans of taking it to Summernats
and getting it in the top 60 elite section.

“Since January, after we unveiled it at Rock-
ynats 01, we got into the top 60 elite which was
our ambition. And we actually ended up in the
top ten and won the top two-door section.”

Despite their amazing success at Summer-
nats Menso is looking forward to getting back
up to Rockynats and enjoying our own signa-
ture atmosphere.

“Rocky is a great spot for the Easter long
weekend,” she said.

“We're really looking forward to it this year,
hopefully it just doesn't rain as much.”

HER LX was unveiled in front of the Rockynats crowd in the first year.

The purple colour was a head-turner for
Menso when she first saw it and after a dis-
cussion with Rodney, she knew it was going to
look good on the Torana.

“I love purple, not going to have everything

SMK RURAL

in my life purple though,” Menso said laughing.

“As soon as that colour came out I just
turned my head every time I saw it, so I just
loved that colour.

“And the interior, I had a picture in my head

but I just couldn’t find the perfect colour.

“But we actually found it in furniture leath-
er rather than an auto upholstery.

“So it’s a bit thicker than normal but we love
the overall effect of it.”

S IMECHANICAL

e Roadworthy Inspections
e Brakes & Suspension
e Carburetor Repairs & Builds

e Service & Repair Rural Equipment

e Servicing Trailers
e Log Book Servicing
e Supply & Fit Accessories

4922 2810

12535262-HC12-21
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I TS SHOWGROUNDS PRECINGT MAP
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SHOWGROUNDS PRECINCT

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
’ SPECTATOR ENTRY

@ ACCESSIBLE PARKING

6 INFORMATION

@ SHUTTLE DROP OFF / PICK UP

ENTRANT PARKING
SHOWNSHINE

New Exhibition Rd

. ACCREDITED VEHICLE ENTRY/EXIT

. FOOD & BAR

. TRADE MARKETS

O OFFICIAL EVENT MERCH

STAFF
PARKING

‘ NEURON E-SCOOTERS
PRO-WRESTLING SHOWS

@ MEDIA CENTRE
REV IT UP RACING

Wandal Rd *Multiple road closures in place throughout Rockhampton CBD.
**Map and Program subject to change.

TYRES
SAUTO

Rockhampton

M 07 4848 5057

/”
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CHECKING INTO PRECINCTS

The Check-in QLD app will be used for contact tracing
at Rare Spares Rockynats 02. All attendees will be
required to check-in at each event precinct. This can be

done by scanning the OR Code at each entry gate.

COVID SAFE MESSAGES

COVID Safe messages may be delivered before, during
and after events. Listen out for information and follow
the directions.

MAINTAIN 1.5M PHYSICAL DISTANCING

Help reduce the risk of COVID-19 infection by keeping
your distance from other people where possible and
avoiding close contact with people you do not live with.

PRACTICE GOOD HYGIENE

Wash your hands frequently and thoroughly (at least 20
seconds). Hand sanitiser is available at all venues and
we encourage its use.

e 24 Hour / 7 Day Service ® Recovery & Breakdown

¢ Accident Towing ¢ Multi Car Carrying
e Machinery & Container
e Undercover Secure Storage with CCTV

Latest Technology in Damage free

Towing Equipment

@&

~ N~
@

KJ
o
00

coviD19

it

STAY HOME IF UNWELL

Please stay home if you are unwell, have a cough, fever,
sore throat, fatigue, shortness of breath or any other
flu-like symptoms.

FEELING UNWELL AT THE EVENT
If you become unwell during the event, notify event
staff or first aid.

RIGHT TO REFUSE

Businesses have the right to refuse service and must
insist that anyone displaying COVID-19 symptoms
leaves the venue.

COVID SAFE SIGNAGE
Look for COVID Safe signage and follow directions.

CROWDS
If an event space is crowded, stay away.

*Subject to change.

Ph: (07) 4928 2455 Mob: 0447 277 702

14-22 Hempenstall Street, Kawana
ROCKHAMPTON
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ADVERTORIAL

From left to nght Gavin Randall, Brian Blokker Mark O’Connor

VvV A TR G

Can’t wait for the RockyNats'

With over 20 years of experience, Brian Blokker is
passionate about servicing the Central Queensland
community.

Brian is the current owner of Bill Blokker
Spraypainting, inheriting the business from his
father Bill, the original owner in 2019.

From spraypainting, rust repairs, custom paint jobs,
and car restorations, Bill Blokker Sprayingpainting
enjoys working with all things automotive.

“My dad was working at another shop doing this
work before running his own business,” Brian said.

“In 1999, he moved to this current location, and we
have been here ever since.

“He was passionate about wanting to start his
own business and provide quality service, which is
something that | have always valued as well.

The Business name means a lot to me, Everyone
knew my father and this is what he started, so /'l
be continuing it on for him. People even call me
Bill, i used to correct them but not anymore.

Brian has been involved in the business since high
school helping out when he can before joining full-
time in 2001.

Currently, Brian works with two other employees
but is always looking out for people interested in
the career.

As alover of cars, Brian enjoyed seeing RockyNats
and the creativity of workmanship.

“Overall, my favorite Event was the ‘Street Drags’

Over the years | have had the pleasure to have
restored lots of Holdens and Fords. XY GT mock

ups, 2 door Monaros, SLR 5000 mock ups, HQ
sedans and utes, VL Commodores and plenty
more other types of cars.

Its one of the jobs where not many people see
where all the hours of hard work goes into but the
final result speaks for itself.

Growing up and seeing Summernats on TV,
wishing one day i could get there was a dream.
Now its actually here in our home town and i never
thought that would happen. Hearing all the cars
drive around on the street parade is just an eye
opener and how many car enthusiasts are around.

This business has always been my dads passion and
I’m continuing on this business in memory for him

Insurance WorKk,

Rust Repairs, Resprays,
Restoration, Sandblasting
and Custom Work

70 High Street, Nth
Rockhampton

Ph: 4928 7373

All billblokkerspraypainting@
yahoo.com

0 7o Smatt, we can Do "

12535278-CG12-21
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=% STREET PARADE

Noel Smith on hand at the first-ever Rockynats.

Smudge prepped for 02

By Liam Emerton

Lead scrutineer Noel ‘smudge’ Smith was
named as the officials’ official last year but he
is solely focused on his job.

Smith’s job is all about making sure that
everything runs safely and smoothly when
they’re out on the track.

And that includes the Street Parade which
will see nearly all the Rare Spares Rockynats
competitors travel through the streets of Rock-
hampton.

With so many cars and bikes to check there’s
no doubt that Smith has all his work cut out for
him and his team.

“Scrutineering is all about safety for each
car,” said Smith.

“Every car that’s entered has to be scruti-
neered. I think we did about 1200 last year.

“From tires, steering wheels to brakes, just
to give the cars a complete look-over.

“We have a list that I write out for each scru-
tineering person that we have and last year we
had about 20 scrutineers.”

Without the scrutineering checks, there
would be no possibility of Rockynats and that’s
a certain fact.

For Smith it's undoubtedly the most impor-
tant aspect of Rockynats, to keep drivers and
entrants safe.

And even if people were told they had to
purchase new equipment people remained in
high spirits and took care of the issues at hand.

“You've got to do it, it’s a must,” Smith said.

“Ninety per cent of people are trustworthy
but you just can't take their word for it, you
have to check.

“Right down to the date of the helmets. Hel-
mets that they’re wearing for the drags can’t be
older than 10 years old.

“The standards of the helmet have to be of a

E.T. AUTOMOTIVE

AUTOMOTIVE ELECTRICAL REPAIRS & AIRCON

high standard too.

“A few of them had helmets that had been
in the chook shed.

“They had to go and buy a couple of new
helmets.

“A few people hadn’t checked the dates of
their fire extinguishers for their burnout cars
but Buddy’s Fire had some there that they
could buy.”

Speaking on last year’s scrutineering pro-
cess, Smith said the structure will remain the
same but there’s hope that it will be a much
smoother ride this year.

Last year a Covid lockdown in Brisbane
meant there was a mad dash on Friday to get
everything ticked off before the amazing Street
Parade which took over Rockhampton.

That’s where Smith and his team had to step
in to complete the crucial safety checks before
that deadline on Friday.

o ——

WE SPECIALISE IN THE INSTALLATION, REPAIR & MAINTENANCE OF ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS
ACCESSORIES & AIR-CONDITIONING IN CARS AND OTHER MOTOR VEHICLES.

4922 3878
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ADMIN@ETAUTO.COM.AU
227 BOLSOVER ST. ROCKHA

“There’s a fair bit in it but for me, it comes
easy because I've been doing it for so many
years,” said Smith.

“For some of the people that are helping us
they haven't done it before so I help train them
up a bit but it doesn’t take long for them to
grasp on to it.

“Covid buggered us last year because no-
body could get out of Brisbane until Thursday
afternoon or Thursday night.

“We had people who drove all night.

“We had scrutineering Tuesday, Wednes-
day, Thursday from 7 o’clock in the morning
till 9 at night.

“But for all the cars that came from Bris-
bane we had 250 cars on Friday morning.

“We got there around 6 in the morning just
to get them through so they could go on the
cruise. Nothing will change this year, there
were no dramas or hassles last year.”
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STREET PARADE &+
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SPECTATOR ENTRY

INFORMATION

SHUTTLE DROP OFF / PICK UP

ACCESSIBLE PARKING

TOILETS

ENTRANT VEHICLE/BIKE ENTRY/EXIT

ATM

By Liam Emerton

Disappointingly missing out on last year’s
Street Parade, Billy Shelton and Paul Butler are
ready to enjoy the complete show at the Rare
Spares Rockynats 02.

Shelton and Butler have been toiling hard
on ‘SICKEST’ VL. Commodore which was un-
veiled at the first-ever Rockynats last year.

But they’re just excited to be rolling it
through the street this year in the cruise
around Rockhampton after everyone told
them how wonderful it was.

The pair were unable to get up to Rock-
hampton in time for the Friday event last year
because of the Covid lockdown which was

Dobinsons

SPRING &

LIFT KITS

GVM
UPGRADES

SUSPENSION
COMPONENTS

ATS BRARE Garrett Friiiy

PTON NATIONALS

autObarn

ROCKHAMPTON

NCING MOTION

. . . @ m DISPLAY @

QUAY ST SHOW QUAY ST SHOW

STREET DRAGS

Denham St
William St

East St

CRUISE ROUTE

Bolsover St

FOOD & BAR
TRADE MARKETS
OFFICIAL EVENT MERCH

FIRST AID

STREET DRAGS PRECINCT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Garrett

DVANCING MOTION

NEURON E-SCOOTERS

FREE WATER TAXI

PLATINUM & GOLD VIEWING

©0060000

ACCESSIBLE VIEWING PLATFORM

On display last year - Sickest will be cruising the street this year.

lifted on Thursday.

But this year the duo, who were working
on SICKEST when Rockynats caught up with
them, are giddy that they get to experience

the full show.

“We're really looking forward to doing the
cruise this year,” said Butler.

“Unveiled cars obviously don't do the

‘-' - .

dobmsons com

DRIFTING PRECINCT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

CBD PRECINCT MAP

DINE-IN AND TAKEAWAY FOOD VENUES ARE
OPEN THROUGHOUT THE CBD. CHECK THE APP
FOR LOCATIONS AND OPENING TIMES.

Geo

. Stanley St

BIKE PRECINCT
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

Bobs

BULK BOOZE|

4X4 DISPLAY
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

> MWL

Racing

*Multiple road closures in place throughout Rockhampton CBD.

**Map and Program subject to-change.

cruise at the start of the weekend. So we
missed out on that but we will 100 per cent be
doing this year. Everyone was telling us how
good it was so we're dirty that we missed out.

“It’s areally good community that we know
who all own cars and they all came back and
said it was the best cruise that we've ever
done.

“I think that’s the special part of this show,
when you can do a cruise and the people get
behind it it makes it so much better.”

There are also big plans for SICKEST this
year with the pair looking to be named grand
champions at the Rare Spares Rockynats 02.

You can read Shelton’s story including
his beautiful custom Softail bike on page 25

e
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See our:website for more information
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& TRANSPORT

*Subject to change.

FREE SHUTTLE BUSES

Event shuttle buses will be in operation to transport patrons between
Precincts. Patrons must present their Rockynats wristband for access to
this free service. Buses will run between the following locations:

- McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct (Gate 10 - New Exhibition Road)

- Burson Drifting Precinct (Cnr. Archer & East Sts)

- Buddy’s Fire Burnout Precinct (end of Reaney St)

- NAB Bank Bus Stop (Cnr. Fitzroy & East Sts)

- Bob's Bulk Booze Bike Precinct (Cnr. Alma & William Sts) - excluding Friday
Shuttles run every 15 minutes between these times:

|
é‘a
- Friday 2pm -7.30pm (1 /\

- Saturday 9am - 10.30pm QU

- Sunday 10am - 6.30pm )
TIP! Look out for the giant wavey man at each Shuttle Stop.

TAXI
Temporary taxi ranks have been created at each event precinct near the
Shuttle Bus stops for pick up and drop off.

Pre-book with our Event Partner Black & White Cabs by calling 133 222 or
download the Black & White Cabs Australia app.

FREE WATER TAXI

A free water taxi will operate between the SWL Racing 4x4 Display / Garrett
Motion Street Drags Precinct and the Buddy’s Fire Burnout Precinct. This
water taxi will run continuously during high tide 10am - 3pm.

NEURON SCOOTERS
The bright orange Neuron E-Scooters will make travel between Rare Spares
Rockynats 02 Precincts a breeze!

How much does it cost?

Riders will be able to book and use the e-scooters through Neuron's app,
which can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play and set upin a
matter of minutes. Single trips will cost $1to unlock the e-scooter and

45 cents per minute thereafter. Daily and 3-day e-scooter passes are also
available in the Neuron app.

E-Scooters can't be used within the event precincts.

ACCESSIBLE PARKING

There are a number of accessible parking spots available at all precincts.
Patrons must clearly display a current Government issued Disability Parking
Permit to access these parking spots. Accessible parks will be monitored
and enforced by Council's Local Laws Department.

LOCATION OPERATIONAL
Cnr. Archer & East Sts Sat & Sun
East Street (near World Gym) | Sat & Sun

PRECINCT
Burson Drifting Precinct

CBD Precinct

Bob’s Bulk Booze Bike Precinct | Cnr. William & Alma Sts Sat & Sun
Buddy's Fire Burnout Precinct | Jockey Club Car Park Fri-Sun
McDonald's Showgrounds New Exhibition Road & e
Precinct Exhibition Road

SPECTATOR PARKING

- Buddy’s Fire Burnout Precinct | Gold Coin donation parking at
Rockhampton Cricket Grounds (on Goodsall St access via Lakes Creek Rd)

- McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct | Free on-street parking

- CBD Precinct | Free on-street parking

Illegal parking, or parking causing an impediment for a local resident to
access their home or business will be monitored and will result in a fine or
the vehicle being towed (at owners expense).

12539471-JC12-22

“Proudly supporting the RockyNats 2022”

SOUTH ROCKHAMPTON Store
55 GLADSTONE ROAD (07) 4922 6277
southrockhampton(@ultratune.com.au

UltralTune

Auto Service Centres

Servicing all makes and models at our North and South Rockhampton stores

NORTH ROCKHAMPTON Store
Cnr Musgrave & Elphinstone Street (07) 4922 5866
rockhampton(ultratune.com.au

Ultra Tune Auto Service Centres is a 100% Australian owned company

12539003-HC12-22

March 2022 ROCKYNATS NEWS 17



KEY INFORMATION

OFFICIAL MERCH
Get your official Rare Spares Rockynats 02 merch at
Burnouts, CBD and Showgrounds Precincts before it

sells out!

EVENT WRISTBAND

Your e-ticket will be redeemed at the event for a
wristband that will be used to gain entry and re-entry
for the days that your e-ticket covers. You will void your
entry if your wristband is removed or broken.

CBD BUSINESS OPENING HOURS

A number of businesses located in the CBD Precinct
will be open over the Easter Weekend. Visit
www.rockynats.com.au/CBD or check the event app
for details.

ACCESSIBLE ACCESS

Parking - There are a number of accessible parking
spots available at all precincts. Please check the
event app or maps located in this publication for the
locations.

Viewing Platforms - Accessible platforms are located
at Burnouts, Drifting and Street Drags. If you require
assistance accessing these platforms please approach
Event Staff, Volunteers or Security. Check the maps
for locations.

EXPLORING ROCKHAMPTON

We'd love to see your experiences when visiting
Rockhampton, so be sure to share your stories, photos
and videos of your time with us by using the hashtag
#explorerockhampton

12539472-JW12-22

*Subject to change.
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RIDE AWAY

TRAVEL /. 8O0 &
PERKS ¥

Adventure riding now has

a new and exciting dimension
thanks to CFMOTO, with a
KTM-sourced engine wrapped
in a razor-sharp package
brimming with technical flair.
and impressive styling.

Also gvculqble in EPS

RIDE AWAY

UFDRCE; c )’

600

FEATURES - FEATURES ~

® 799c¢c, parallel-twin engine @ Bosch EFI Ride-by-wire e Cruise control @ 2 ride modes e Slipper clutch e 41 hp, 58'0cc.s|ngle cylinder engme © 2 Drive modes: Normal orWork e Canadian CVTech Transmlsslon
o Up/down quickshift @ KYB Suspension @ Bosch ABS e Wire spoke wheels w/ Maxxis tyres .o Electronic hill descent control e Selectable 2WD/4WD w/ locking front differential

o Alloy bashplate e Steeringdamper @ Hand guards e Heated seat & grips e Centrestand _ o All 4wheel hydraulic discbrakes o 12inch steel wheels & 25 inch tyres w/ 6 ply rating e Bench seat- -

o Adjustable screen e Fog lights e 7-inch TFT display e Available in Twilight Blue @ 3 Year Warranty o Tipping cargo tray @ CFMOTO roof kit e 680 kg tow capacity @250 kg reartray carrier capacﬂy .
o Tow package, indicators, horn and side mirrors e Available in Blue o 3 Year Warranty

-

WURTHS MOTORCYCLES ROCKHAMPTON
6/138 George St, Rockhampton

(07) 49222668

ROCKHAMPTON
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SYEAR CFMOTO

CFMOTO.COM.
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Free Courtesy
Bus

Tuesday to Saturday
Book at least '2hr prior to
pick-up time - 07 4932 6800

Visit website for run times
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FRENCHVILLE

SPORTS CLUB

What'’s On
at the Frenchville Sports Club

Offering great value across food and drinks,
our modern spacious Club is home to two
separate restaurants and three large bars.

Arena Bar Free Live
Entertainment

Home to Frenchville Sports Club’s

5:00pm to 12:30am Saturdays
10am to late, 7 days a week P y

Check out our full gig guide at
frenchvillesportsclub.com.au

105 CLIFTON ST NORTH ROCKHAMPTON « 07 4932 6800

FRENCHVILLESPORTSCLUB.COM.AU

SPECIAL OFFER Just For You
Present this QR code to redeem your FREE Garlic Bread

*Limit one per sale and must be in conjunction with a main meal purchase. Valid 16-17 April 2022.

Terms and conditions apply
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*Subject to change.
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We've got a jam-packed event program with something to suit everyone! Check out some of our off-track
entertainment below and be sure to view the full schedule and event details at our website
or on the ‘Rockhampton Events’' Rockynats app.

MISS ROCKABILLY NATS

PINUP COMPETITION

FRI 2.30PM - 3.30PM
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct

Support entrants of all shapes,
sizes and walks of life to show off
their individuality, personality and
rockabilly style.

PRO-WRESTLING SHOWS

SAT 12PM, 2PM, 4PM
SUN 12PM, 2PM
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct

Hard hitting, high flying, death
defying action that CQ wrestling
fans have been waiting for.

CREEDENCE: THE JOHN
FOGERTY SHOW & 0Z ZZ TOP

SAT 6.45PM - 9.30PM
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct

See you there for a fun-filled ride
back in time to experience classic
rock n’roll at its best!

CARS, COFFEE & CRUISING

SAT & SUN 10AM - 2PM
CBD Precinct

Check out the CBD Cruise Route in
East Street with entrants cruising
the route all day. *Café trading
hours vary.

REV IT UP RACING

FRI - SUN
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct

Kids can step inside a virtual race
car or have a go at the Pit Stop
Challenge!

REDBACK INK TATTOO
COMPETITION

SAT 4.30PM - 6.30PM
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct

Do you have the ink to win it? Enter
at www.rockynats.com.au/tattoo

SWL RACING 4x4 DISPLAY

SAT & SUN 9AM - 6PM
CBD Precinct below Street Drags

Come down and say “Hi!" to Sam
Eyles from Built not Bought and
Dave Casey from SWL Racing.

MULLETFEST

SAT 9AM - 11AM| ADULTS
McDonald’s Showgrounds Precinct
SUN 10AM - 11AM & 1PM - 2PM | KIDS
Buddy’s Fire Burnout Precinct

Mulletfest is an event that honours
the best Mullet cuts! Register at
www.mulletfest.com.au

ﬁ @rockynatsfestival @rockynats @ rockynats.com.au

20 ROCKYNATS NEWS March 2022



Lion Creek Rd % . IT’S I-IVE'
> RARE L 2022 E Qgeen,s(‘

KY
ALS
THEQOCKHAMPTON NATION

New Exhibition pg

QQQQ.Q.Q........Q"\‘E}

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
(®

£

W
5
(®seveseves

O NN AN

PRESENTED BY IN ASSOCIATION WITH

[ ADVANCE| P
WGP SUMMERNATS

ROCKYNATS.COM.AU
@) FACEBOOK.COM/ROCKYNATSFESTIVAL

CHECK OUT THE
PROGRAMIN
THE EVENT APP

Plan your weekend with the Rockhampton Events app.

SCANMETO
DOWNLOAD!

The app allows you to see the full program of events and
mark your favourites so you will get notifications straight
to your pocket when events are about to start.

To download, go to the app store and search
“Rockhampton Events” and select Rockynats.

#  Download on the GETITON
& App Store >’ Google Play

12540250-SG12-22
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Rare Spéres Rockynats 02 may be the-biggest horsepower: :
party of the year, but if you take the time to explore
Rockhampton over the weekend, you'll find there’s a lot more
on offer.

But where do you start?

WWW.EXPLOREROCKHAMPTON.COM.AU

Gl b

@ Nurim Circuit, Mount Archer National Park

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS RADIATOR SPECIALISTS

Vehicle Servicing ® New Vehicle Logbook Servicing Repairs, Re-cores & Replacements
RWC Inspections ¢ Air-conditioning Repairs Cars, Light Trucks & Machinery
Brake & Clutch Repairs Radiator Pressure Testing
Fleet Vehicle Servicing & Repairs New Complete Assemblies
Courtesy drop off & pick-up within Rockhampton Fitment Service Available

12535347-JC12-22

7:30am - 5:00pm Monday to Thursday 7:30am - 4pm Friday
155 Farm Street, North Rockhampton QLD 4701 | mechanicshop@westnet.com.au

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR VEHICLE NEEDS

The Mechanic Shop: 4922 5923 | The Radiator Shop: 4921 2364
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GOT SCRAP METAL?

Don’t throw it, recycle it

Don't throw it
recycleit!
*g‘.‘"'

49271592 ) P

by i L

METAL RECYCLERS kd%

B B

Hook Bin service now available
for scrap metal collections

B All metals welcome s i i
B Competitive prices g ol
B Licensed public weighbridge
B FREE (local) car removal

Free Wreck Removals

RMR offers free wreck removals in the Rockhampton area.
Call now to make a booking.

Licensed Public Weighbridge

With a licensed public weighbridge on site, RMR can take care of all of
you weighing needs - whether it be for personal, trade, commercial or
registration purposes.

Recycle Your Unwanted Scrap

RMR can recycle your steel, auto batteries, copper, brass, aluminium,
stainless steel, radiators and more.

RMR

ROCKHAMPTON
METAL RECYCLERS

Open Monday - Friday 8am-4.30pm
256 Lion Creek Road, West Rockhampton
Phone 4927 1592

www.rockhamptonmetalrecyclers.com.au
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Jelfs’ bike is beautiful

By Liam Emerton

Casey Jelfs is possibly the most passionate bike
owner as many we've come across in the Rock-
ynats scene.

His gorgeous Soft Tails Slim S was one of the
top elite entrants in the inaugural Rare Spares
Rockynats and it'll be making its triumphant
return this year.

The work, pride, love and passion that Jelfs
has put into his stunning bike wowed every-
one who entered the elite pavilion in 2020.

And when talking to Jelfs you can hear it in
his voice how much the event and being able
to display his gorgeous project meant to him.

“Last year was a bit of a blast and having my
bike completed for the show and being picked
to be in the elite hall was a pretty big achieve-
ment on its own,” said Jelfs

“And then obviously getting to see some
people and talk to people about the bike was
great.

“Now number two is coming up and getting
selected to be back in it again is really good.

“There’s good people and a good atmo-
sphere.

“Getting my bike licence to get into the bike
scene to go on cruises and charity runs, giving
back to people, it’s all been great.

“[The best thing is] the family that comes
along with that community and now building
a custom Harley and being able to show like-
minded people, that’s just good to have that
culture.

“I get to talk to the older people and young-
er people which is awesome.”

Touching on his bike in particular, Jelfs re-
vealed that he wasn't the biggest lover of the
stock-standard chrome that is usually dis-
played within a bike build.

Instead he let his creative freedom take over
and with the help of a few friends, he was able
to take his design to the dark side.

Casey Jelfs’ bike on display at Rockynats.

“I've always had a love for those low-rider
mexican chicano style bikes as well as their
cars,” said Jelfs

“I haven't always been a massive fan of
chrome so I spoke to one of my buddies who's
a bike builder, Tom Hernandes, and we worked
out on the Soft Tail Slim S which is predomi-
nantly black motor and black parts.

“We used that as our foundation and he
fabricated all of my fenders and got them all
sloping as well as beautiful line works.
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“We worked in collaboration with Nathan
from Living Loco garage and he did a killer
body paint job on it.

“It's something that I've always wanted, it
took a few years and a lot of time but we got to
where we wanted.”

And he’s not close to done with the design.
Jelfs is constantly talking about new additions
to make his ride even more unique.

“After Rockynats and seeing some of the
other bikes I put some feelers out there with

some other people,” he said.

“There’s another gentleman named Matty
down in Wollongong who does engraving.

“So I've now stripped the bike down again
and sent a whole bunch of parts away to get
engraved and add some copper coating.

“They’re coming up soon to be reassembled
so hopefully I make it in time for Rockynats.”

You will be able to catch Jelfs beauty in the
Elite hall of the showgrounds precinct where it
will be on display again this year.
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Billy is bringing double

By Liam Emerton

Billy Shelton loves his cars and bikes so much
that he’s bringing two entries to Rare Spares
Rockynats 02 this year.

Shelton owns a Candy Apple full air-
brushed 2006 Harley Davidson Custom
Softail that ran in second in last year’s elite
bike section.

It was a successful year in 2020 for his Har-
ley when Shelton took out the Red CentreNats
with the same bike.

And this year Shelton and his team are
coming for the top spot in the elite bikes and
are hoping to take out the overall grand cham-
pion with the car ‘SICKEST".

Rockynats News caught up with Shelton
before his big weekend here in Rockhamp-
ton and asked him what it was like to have so
much praise for something he has put so much
work into.

“It’s unreal, that’s the whole reason you do
it,” he said.

“The people who did the bike up for me,
Andrew McConnel built the bike and Mick air-
brushed the bike.

“So it’s good mostly for them to be honest,
to show off what they’'ve done for it.

“The bike’s actually 16 years old but we've
added a custom Softail, stretched and raked
the frame.

“We put upside-down forks, 250 rear ends,
we made the bars, we made the swingarm so
pretty much everything is fully custom.”

While he has a good focus on the bikes,
Shelton has a desire to also be the best of the
best at Rare SparesRockynats 02.

“Paul Butler built the car for me, we had a
great year last year,” he said.

“We've got the car coming up and the bike
as well so we're going to go for grand cham-
pion.

“It was unveiled last year so we couldn’t use

»

rosenberg

it but we want to drive the wheels off it this
year and do a fair bit of cruising.
“[Rockynats] is going to be unreal this year.

|rnsen

THE HOME OF

45 Kawasaki

Let the good times roll
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Billy Shelton’s candy apple airbrushed Harley Davidson Custom Softail.
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It was off the Richter Scale last year so I can
only imagine what this year is going to be like.”
Look out for both Shelton’s car and bike in

berg &

POWERSPORTS

rIOROa Count on it.

O (07)49227619 @ (01) 49211159
) 121123 WILLIAM STREET ROCKHAMPTON

Rockhampton this weekend and keep up to
date with the results to see if he can score that
grand champion accolade.
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Corvette hits the streets

By Liam Emerton

When we talk about gorgeous cars being at
Rare Spares Rockynats 02, look no further than
the brand new Corvette C8 Stingray being
showcased by Lawrence’s GMSV.

The beast can go from 0 to 96km/h in 2.9
seconds but you'll have a chance to see it up
close and personal.

The V8, 6.2 litre Corvette will feature in the
Street Parade on Good Friday before heading
to the McDonalds Showgrounds precinct.

Dealer Principal at Lawrence’s GMSV Trent
Dunn said it’s an exciting car to display at Rare
Spares Rockynats 02.

“General Motors Specialty Vehicles are now
the official suppliers of Corvette to Australia,”
he said.

“The C8 Corvette now in the mid-engine
style that it is, is the first factory right-hand
drive Corvette in history.

“It’s the first time a Corvette has been avail-
able through a dealer in Australia without hav-
ing to import the vehicle.

“It certainly gives us the opportunity to
showcase the vehicle to the crowds.

“We're only getting four per year and we
already have years of pre-orders out at this
stage.

“Considering the price-point of them it cer-
tainly [has been popular].

“It’s a car that certainly turns some heads
and it has the power to match the looks.

Touching on Rare Spares Rockynats 02,
Trent said they're looking forward to the street
parade in particular.

“I's a great event and we've supported
Rockynats since its inception,” he said.

“It certainly brings some quality cars to
town and it also brings a great buzz to the town
around the event.
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The team at Lawrence’s GMSV are bringing this beautiful Corvette to the Rare Spares Rockynats.
“The main event that we're looking forward  Australia where there will only be about 200 a  give the team at Lawrence’s GMSV a call on

to is the street parade on Good Friday. year to come to Australia.” 4930 5111 or visit www.lawrencesgmsv.com.
“At the moment there’s only about 60 in And if you're looking for a new car you can  au.

SILVERADO HD

CORVETTE

Lawrence’s are proud supporters of the ROCKYNATS 2022

Be sure to check out the COI’VG’[’[QE_'OH_ Display in the Elite Hall

Ph: 4930 5111

12535421-8G12-22

327 Richardson Road North Rockhampton .
www.lawrencesgmsv.com.au SPECIALTY VEHICLES

Lawrences

SN\Y4

Mty |
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Paul Hart’s XR Fairmont finished as grand champion at the inaugural Rockynats.

The Hart of a grand champ

By Liam Emerton

The first-ever Rockynats grand champion will
be returning to Rockhampton and is looking
forward to seeing what others have got.

Paul Hart and his XR Fairmont were an-
nounced as the grand champions despite
starting off with last year in the worst possible
way.

After losing reverse almost immediately af-
ter day one, the 1967 Ford was rapidly rebuilt
and then to the shock of Hart, the vehicle was
named the best of them all.

The grand champion said it was a huge
shock to him that he came out on top but said
it was a great feeling after putting so much ef-
fort into building his stunning vehicle.

SERVICING TUNING

“It was pretty cool, it was a massive sur-
prise,” said Hart.

“It was just a surprise more than anything
mate and a fair bit of fun.

“Ibought the car off Facebook in 2014 and I
was just going to flip it.

“It took about five years to do but then I
kept it.

“Even though the event had the whole Co-
vid lead-up and there were restrictions, the
quality of cars up there was good as Summer-
nats or any other event in the country.

“So to give it a rumble was fantastic.”

Hart will be back again this year but said
it might not be the same result as 2021 but it
might be a more special weekend with the bor-

PERFORMANCE

12535265-CG12-22

'ﬁu-/

. HARROP Super'char'ge*'

. Turbocharglng

-@ !"“'\

. REMap'DleseI Tunlng ol
. LS and FORDAT{ nlng and Mods

o Cam-Klts-‘QTF!-s randlExha Flhsts

Lo Vehicle Ser'wcﬁg (& Repalrs

1L (7)) 4eE7 2994

301 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton Queensland 4700

ders opening up to allow him and his father to
catch up.

“The car is sporting a few more stone chips
and wear and tear so I don't think I'll pick up
the title,” he said.

“But I'm looking forward to having another
chop at it and having a bit of fun.

“Now the borders are down I have my dad
flying over from Perth so I'm hoping to take
him out there and scare the pants off him.

“Hoping to give him a good weekend and
let him have a good time.”

Speaking of Rockhampton as a city, Hart
was full of compliments including one for a
mechanic who helped him out on Good Friday
last year.

- =i s - ¢
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“We broke the gearbox on Friday but one
of your local workshops opened up for me
and helped us out which was really great,” he
said.

“We like the whole area, we live in Brisbane
but we love getting out of town.

“Rocky is a great spot and the Criterion
does a killer steak.

“I've been up there a few times for work and
I'love it up there.”

After finishing up our interview with Hart,
he was just really excited to see the new builds
and the cars that weren't able to come up last
year.

You can find Hart and the XR at the Mc-
Donald’s Showgrounds Precinct this year.

Cnr Musgrave & Blanchard Sts

e Standard Exhaust systems

e Custom Extractors and High
Performance Systems

e Tow Bars

e Free Pick up and Delivery
(Rockhampton Area only)

Phone 49 213 777

North Rockhampton Qld 4701
Email aceexh@bigpond.net.au

Fax 49 213 069

12535263-NG12-22
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12” CLASSIC PIZZAS

ANDCETA3RD .. %
LOCATION  3/143 Musgrave St, Berserker 4701

HOURS Sunday to Thursday, 4pm to 9pm
Friday and Saturday, 4pm to 10pm

Go to our website to view our menu and to order:

CODE: FREE312 *] charge on public holidays. FO 5 ON INSTAGRAM H FO

I e
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WINNER

i

PAUL HART
Ford Opal Green 1967
Fairmont Sedan
WARREN GERSEKOWSKI ROCKYNATS GRAND CHAMPION MARK VAN DER TOGT
Moroh Almondine Black 1970
1971 Holien HE Ute NORTH IPSWICH QLD Ford XW Sedan

BURNOUT WINNER
TOP CAMP QLD

DYNO CHAMPION
KINGSTON QLD
L

1289

KAWIKA BOYCE
Silver and Metal Flake

2008 Harley Davidson :
= Heritage Softial —
8 5 9 ELITE BIKE WINNER
STEPHEN COUPER IMBIL QLD DARRIN FRY

Electric Orange 1970 Yellow 1975 Holden
Valiant VG Coupe Torana Sedan
Pimlico

JUDGE 'S CHOICE
TOWN$ VILLE QLD

—

JUDGE’S CHOICE ~

UPPER COOMERA QLD N |

WINNER OFFICIALS OFFICIAL

962

DARYL 0°SULLIVAN

Brandy Wine 1968
Holden HK Ute

SHANE PAGE

Black 1988 Holden
Calais Sedan

PRO DRAG WINNER QK

\\\\h‘&« - PAHINGA ab

PEOPLE’S CHOICE

5. MACKAYQLD

/ﬁ(i IH’] -" f

JYE CORE

Green/White 1970
Valiant VG Safari

STREET DRAG WINNER

MARYBOROUGH QLD

///
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WEEKEND PLANS?

Visit Rockhampton Mazda

PREMIUM UNLIMITED
ROADSIDE KILOMETRE B/
YEAR ASSISTANCE YEAR WARRANTY
CAR OF THE YEAR £V 0Y

210 Musgrave St,
www.rockhamptonmazda.com.au North Rockhampton

ROCKHAMPTON Phone: (07) 4927 8311

12535273-SG11-22
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Rockynats 02’s best ink

By Liam Emerton

Tattoos and those who love their street ma-
chines go together like peas in a pod.

The cars and motorbikes have inspired art-
works ever since they transformed from just
vehicles to people’s pride and joy.

And of course, it works the other way too,
with fresh paint jobs inspired by tattoo artists’
style contributing to some of the most beauti-
ful machines on the planet.

This year that collaboration becomes stron-
ger than ever with a tattoo competition at Rare
Spares Rockynats 02 set for the big show.

Owner of Redback !nk Tattoo Studio Kelly
Montague-Elliott believes that the tattoo com-
petition at Rockynats 02 will be a shining ex-
ample of a great combination of two brilliant
industries.

“I thought it was a great opportunity and
something fun to do,” she said.

“It goes hand-in-hand with the culture of
Rockynats.

“The content of the tattoos are usually in-
spired by people living the way they want to
live.

“Tattoos are a lot more socially acceptable
these days in the general public and most
workplaces.

“Ihope that it continues to grow. Our indus-
try is very busy right now.

“I'm hoping this event is positive in nature
for our industry in general and not just us.

“Full credit and mentions will go to those
who did the artworks from anywhere across
the country.

The competition will be looking deeper into
styles instead of the usual competition rules
like male versus female or big versus small due
to the time frame of the event.

“We've got a few things in line to streamline
things on how they run given the shorter time
frame,” said Montague-Elliott.

Owner of Redback !nk Tattoo Studio Kelly Montague-Elliott is excited for Rockynats 02.

“I am so excited and nervous all at once
about the opportunity to bring it forward for
our industry.

“This is the first council-run event that in
my eyes and my knowledge has welcomed a
tattoo show as part of an event.

“I think that is very positive for our industry
and I hope I do it proud.”

People will nominate which categories they

Proud to support the
RockyNats 2022

will go into for judging.

And entrants will have the ability to be
called up and have their tattoo on display.

“The stage will be having a big screen that
we will be able to show what’s being judged at
the time,” said Montague-Elliott

“It allows more crowd participation and
people can see what is being judged as well.

“I also don’t want someone to miss out on

the competition because they have to be at
their display at the same time so they can sub-
mit a photo with their application.

The competition will certainly be hotly con-
tested and it won't be an easy choice for our
judges this weekend.

Not entered? Pop over to the Showgrounds
Precinct on Saturday and see the Redback Ink
team in the Walter Peirce Pavilion.

Address: 86 Musgrave street ®* North Rockhampton QLD 4701

PH: (07) 4922 6061

* Fax (07) 4922 6076

Mobile: 0418 458 515 | 0428 408 483 ¢ Email: admin@arnoldstyres.com.au
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Glam, colour
to take over

The inaugural Miss Rockabilly-Nats Pinup
Competition is set to bring plenty of garage
glam to this year’s Rare Spares Rockynats festi-
val when entrants take to the stage in what will
be the first major pinup pageant of its kind to
be held in the Rockhampton region.

Open to entrants aged 18 and over, com-
petition host and 10-time pinup champion,
Billiejean Sweets, said it’s an opportunity for
everyone to express their individuality, per-
sonality, and rockabilly style.

“Pinup is all about dressing up, having fun,
and expressing yourself with no judgement.
It’s not like a beauty pageant where your per-
formance is based on your height, body type or
size,” said Billiejean, who hosts and competes
under the name ‘Miss B Sweet’. “Literally any-
one and everyone can do it and it’s the most
open, accepting environment to be a part of.”

This is something she’s experienced first-
hand, having won her first pinup competition
with no prior pinup experience.

“I've been part of the car scene for as long as
I can remember, and my love of pinup started
when my father and I bought a 1953 Chevvy
together back in 2017. I bought my first dress
from my friend Tegan at Atomic Vintage and
somehow, despite just showing up on the
day and giving it a go, I walked away with the
2017 Classics by the Coast Pinup crown,” she
explains. “I was hooked, and that one pinup
dress has since turned into a collection of over
120!”

Billiejean has since gone on to add several
pinup titles to her name and now competes
with her son, Beau, who has special needs.

“My favourite thing about pinup is that

Someone’s

you're part of such a great, supportive commu-
nity. Everyone is encouraged to get up, have a
go and just be themselves up on stage. You're
allowed to be who you want to be.”

As aborn and bred Rockhampton local who
made the move to Brisbane in 2019, the city
holds a special place in her heart and the in-
augural Rockabilly-Nats Pinup Competition is
something she couldn’t be happier to see come
to fruition.

“I'm so excited to be back in my hometown
and to show the pinup world what our little
city is capable of,” she said. “We don’t have a
big pinup scene up here and so bringing such
as high calibre pageant to Rockhampton is
something I'm incredibly proud to be a part
of.”

“It'll also be one of the few pageants at-
tached to a street parade, which makes it even
more exciting. I know girls who are travelling
from all over to be a part of it.”

“The sponsors we've been able to get on
board are amazing, with prizes for 1st, 2nd,
3rd and two encouragement awards” said Bil-
liejean.

Prizes include vouchers and hair products
from Cut Throat and Curls Hair Studio, cloth-
ing vouchers from online vintage retailer Rum-
bling Hearts and a photoshoot for the Retro
Lovely Magazine courtesy of Elite Photo Stu-
dio.

As for tips on nailing this year’s theme, Bil-
liejean said channelling a glam garage look will
be key. “Think race car drivers, Rosie Rivert
and take inspiration from that,” she said. “At
the end of the day though, just be confident,
don’t second guess yourself and have fun!”

————

Billiejean Sweets can wait for RockabillyNats.

pre-owned

could be

the NEW

youw’ve been
looking for?

CMM27441RCM
12537717-HC12-22

WE'LL
TRADE
ANYTHING
THAT MOVES

S —
CLO USED CAR -
SLUPERSTORE
et i

Rleo- Sharp

Dealer Principal

part of Reef City Motors

MUSTANG

| PROUDLY SUPPORTING
THE (O (OMMUNITY

4971 4000
30 Blain Drive, Gladstone

C qusedc arsuperstore.com.au
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Mullets make
a comeback

By Liam Emerton

The resurgence of the luscious mullet has been
witnessed across Australia in the last year and
at Rare SparesRockynats 02 we are going to cel-
ebrate the famous haircut.

We saw some cracking mullets at the inau-
gural Rockynats but this year we're going to be
witnessing the best of the best.

It's going to be a mulletfest - quite literally.

We have no idea how many mullets will
show up for the Mulletfest competition but it’s
certainly going to be a massive part of Rock-
ynats 02.

The competition is part of the new events
scattered throughout Rockynats this year and
it could seriously be a show-stealer.

Thieves & Beggars’ Evan Treacy and Brooke
Wassell, who will be helping judge the event,
are super excited for the brand new competi-
tion.

“As a shop we've done very similar things,”
said Treacy.

“To be asked to do this is pretty awesome.
It was cool to be approached and locally rec-
ognised.

“Either way it’s going to be great fun and
hilarious.

“There will be some people with your stan-
dard mullet but there will be some people with
skullets and I'm expecting to see some pretty
extreme mullets out there.”

When asked about the resurgence of mul-
lets the duo said it’s becoming a common oc-
currence in the shop.

“We do at least one a week and you could
probably say we do one a day,” said Wassell.

ROCKY HARLEY-DAVIDSON

—mb——

“When I started barbering or hairdressing
nine years ago, I don’t think I did a mullet for
the first three years,” added Treacy.

“They were so uncommon and you never
saw them and then it started out as one person
getting it as a practical joke almost and now
they're a serious style.”

Treacy said it was an interesting first year
of Rockynats but it truly hooked him into the
atmosphere around the event.

“I walked around Rockynats last year, and
it shocked me.

“I went into it thinking it was going to be a
bogan car event and cars aren’'t my thing.

“I was pleasantly proven wrong. It was a
great event and seeing how the community got
involved was really cool to see.”

Similar to Treacy, Wassell was unsure about
Rockynats at first but the event certainly grew
on her.

“I'was the same. I didn’t want to go to Rock-
ynats last year because it just wasn't my thing
at all,” she said.

“But I happened to be in the shop do-
ing a little bit of work when the parade came
around.

“So I'ran across the road and watched. Iwas
there for a solid hour watching.

“And I remember seeing lots of mullets last
year.”

The pair will be Rockhampton’s local influ-
ence in the competition’s judging panel, which
they just cannot wait to be a part of.

Thieves & Beggars’ Evan Treacy and Brooke
Wassell can’t wait for Mulletfest.

Under new ownership and fast becoming
Central Qld’s premier motorcycle store
Rockhampton’s only authorised
Harley-Davidson dealership

In house café within our 2000m2 showroom
Factory trained technicians on hand to
assist you with your service, repair and

warranty needs

Large range of riding apparel, bikes

and merchandise

Large range of demonstrator
Harley-Davidson’s to come try out
Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday

for the event
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A rumble
Rockyna

By Liam Emerton

Rare Spares Rockynats 02 let’s get ready to
rumble!

Step away from the cars and the bikes of
Rockynats 02 and step into the world of pro-
fessional wrestling.

The Queensland Wrestling Alliance (QWA)
Rockhampton are ready to put men and wom-
en on a collision course all to entertain the
crowd at the premier event.

The crew from QWA are so eager for this
moment because it will be one of the biggest
crowds they’ve performed in front of.

Usually wrestling out of the Indoor Sports
Arena, or putting on shows for charity, this will
be the first event where the region has been
able to give back to the QWA.

And it'’s well-deserved for the Wrestling Al-
liance, who have always tried their hardest to
keep the crowds entertained.

“Throughout the last three years we've sup-
ported a lot of businesses by selling tickets
through them and advertising them and it’s
just really nice to get a win where we can get
some big exposure ourselves,” said QWA star
Colt Winchester.

“It’s going to be the biggest crowd and big-
gest advertisement that we've had for our-
selves here in Rocky.

“This is going to be alaunching platform for
us to get to that next level.

“This is the biggest opportunity we've ever
had and we're going to take advantage of it.

“All of our guys are excited for it.”

The QWA Rockhampton crew will have five
sessions with three to four matches per time
slot.

All the high-flying action will be available on
Saturday and Sunday.

Winchester is currently in a heated rivalry
with Sam Cannon which could spill over to
Rockynats 02 this weekend.

But a guarantee for the Rockynats crowd
is a match for the newly formed QWA Rock-
hampton tag titles which will be defended at
the event.

You can check out the high-flying action at
the McDonalds Showground Precinct on Sat-
urday and Sunday.

ROCKYNATS NEWS

Colt Winchester is ready to impress the Rare Spares Rockynats 02 crowd.

ABN 75 646 699 151
1/16 Dooley St, Park Ave, QLD

BEAU MURPHY'S PANEL & PAINT
AUTOMOTIVE - MINING

GLASS -

INDUSTRIAL MACHINERY
M_AF_IINE | ALL INSURANCE COMPANIES

0405 429 065

E: beaumurphyspanelpaint@gmail.com
WWW. beaumurphyspanelandpaint -.com.au

PLANT

12535260-CG12-22
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Olman’s EH transformed

By Liam Emerton

A transformation of a car is a special thing, but
when you get to work on it for a huge event
like Rare Spares Rockynats 02, it becomes even
more exceptional.

Neil Olman has been toiling away for over
ayear on bringing an old veteran back to life.

After sitting in a paddock for over two de-
cades, Olman found an EH Holden Premier
Wagon and knew he had to do it justice.

“I've been working on the car for over 12
months to get it ready for it,” he said.

“I found this old premier wagon in a pad-
dock that had been there for 23 years.

“I brought it home and started on it but it
was too rusty so I had to get another body for
it.

“So I found another body and rolled the two
into one and it’s a great build.

“It’s been eight hours a day for the last 14
months, five days a week, that’'s how long it’s
taken me.

“It’s all painted, all together, the wheels
have arrived and I've painted them.

“I pulled the whole floor out of the auto-
matic and put it in the manual to put it in the
original automatic prem.

“It’s all new floor, new dog legs, fixed the
roof, it was just a huge job.”

A huge job is an understatement and you
can see the transformation that this car has
been through.

Taking a rusted shell to a full functioning
stunner is enough to make even the biggest car
enthusiast’s eyes water.

Rockynats News would like to say thanks to
Neil for sending in the great photos from start
to (almost) finish of this gorgeous wagon.

Working hard on the EH Holden.

BEST SERVICE,
BEST ADVICE,
BEST PRICES

Come see Alan
and the team at
Bob Jane T-Marts
Rockhampton

4926 1711 |2) '_:|I\rcl|(ul‘a‘:‘i;:1 I:lfce (Cnr High St),

TRADING HOURS
Mon-Fri 7Z.45am-5pm
Saturday 8am-2pm WE'LL LOOK AFTER YOU

bobjane.com.au

12535794-JC12-22
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=% LET’S TALK SPORT

Rockynats 02 is here

In this special edition of Let’s Talk Sport, 4RQ’s
AARON STEVENS and Rockynats News’ LIAM
EMERTON discuss what they’re looking forward
to the most about Rare Spares Rockynats 02.

Liam: Rare Spares Rockynats 02 is coming up
it’s going to be such a spectacular event. It was
so big last year. Are you looking forward to
hopefully getting down there this year?

Aaron: Do you know the incredible thing
about Rockynats this year, and you have to
take it into context, is that last year we were
just coming out of lockdown.

The lockdown ended towards the end of
that week just as we led up to Rockynats 01.
But still, 40,000 people turned up last year
when really we didn’t even know at some stag-
es in that week if we would be able to leave our
homes.

Obviously, the borders were closed so no-
body from interstate could come.

All of a sudden we have an event that at-
tracted forty thousand people virtually in lock-
down.

How many people are going to be there
this year? That’s amazing! So yes I will be there
along with hundreds of thousands of other
people.

Liam: Yeah it’s going to be huge. It’s just mas-
sive, it's grown in just one year.

It was very successful last year. The council
looked at what they had to do. They've made
some little tweaks and changes to make sure
it’s even better.

And you're right this year is going to be
huge. I've heard that there are a fair few people
coming from WA and they have been in lock-
down for the better part of two years and they
are going to be excited to be here.

A lot of people have come from Brissy of
course including down south in Victoria and
New South Wales.

There are so many different little things. I

Liam and Aaron are looking forward to the street parade.

mean there is Mulletfest, Aaron, there is Wres-
tling, there’s a pin-up competition, there is just
so much more to do this year.

I don’t think three days will be long enough.
We will have to start looking to go a little bit
longer.

Aaron: They might have to run it over the
whole four days of Easter in the future years.

I mean obviously having it at Easter time is
a massive advantage too because you do have
that freedom, especially with school holidays.

And look I didn’t get a chance to grow my
mullet in time for the Mulletfest but let’s face
it, we love our cars and love that sort of stuff

in Central Queensland.

Iremember the Mayor at the time Margaret
Strelow telling me that they had secured this
and you knew it was going to be a success.

It was always a great bet for the council. Just
to see it grow in one year, and once again to
defy all the odds against it last year with Co-
vid, you just know that this year is going to be
special. It all starts with the street parade on
Good Friday and you just know how impres-
sive some of the car show and shine events are
around Central Queensland.

To bring that all together in one event and
with more from interstate around Queensland,

you just know how impressive that is going to
be.

People will line the streets for the parade
and then you move on to the likes of the drags
and the drifting. It’s just a car enthusiast de-
light.

Liam: It is a car enthusiast delight. And just be-
fore I touch on anything else Aaron, we haven't
seen each other in a long time but I actually
have a mullet at the moment, so I have grown
it out for the team so don’'t worry about that.
Aaron: Thank you for that, I appreciate that.
Thank you very much for lifting up that side of
the duo.

e Shocks

e Towbars

Come in and see the team at Pedders
Rockhampton for your performance
suspension needs.
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e Springs
e Brakes

e Steering
e Alignment

BRAKES
STEERING

Pedders Rockhampton
217 Musgrave Street Ph: (07) 4922 6844
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